Greek And Roman Necromancy
Eventually, you will very discover a additional experience and realization by spending more cash. yet
when? reach you resign yourself to that you require to acquire those all needs similar to having
significantly cash? Why dont you attempt to acquire something basic in the beginning? Thats
something that will guide you to comprehend even more not far off from the globe, experience, some
places, past history, amusement, and a lot more?
It is your extremely own time to show reviewing habit. among guides you could enjoy now is Greek
And Roman Necromancy below.

Magic and Magicians in the Greco-Roman World
- Matthew W Dickie 2003-09-02
This study is the first to assemble the evidence
for the existence of sorcerors in the ancient
world; it also addresses the question of their
identity and social origins. The resulting
investigation takes us to the underside of Greek
and Roman society, into a world of wandering
greek-and-roman-necromancy

holy men and women, conjurors and wonderworkers, and into the lives of prostitutes,
procuresses, charioteers and theatrical
performers. This fascinating reconstruction of
the careers of witches and sorcerors allows us to
see into previously inaccessible areas of GrecoRoman life. Compelling for both its detail and
clarity, and with an extraordinarily revealing
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breadth of evidence employed, it will be an
essential resource for anyone studying ancient
magic.
Magika Hiera - Christopher A. Faraone 1997
This collection challenges the tendency among
scholars of ancient Greece to see magical and
religious ritual as mutually exclusive and to
ignore "magical" practices in Greek religion. The
contributors survey specific bodies of
archaeological, epigraphical, and papyrological
evidence for magical practices in the Greek
world, and, in each case, determine whether the
traditional dichotomy between magic and
religion helps in any way to conceptualize the
objective features of the evidence examined.
Contributors include Christopher A. Faraone,
J.H.M. Strubbe, H.S. Versnel, Roy Kotansky,
John Scarborough, Samuel Eitrem, Fritz Graf,
John J. Winkler, Hans Dieter Betz, and C.R.
Phillips.
From Hittite to Homer - Mary R. Bachvarova
2016-03-10
greek-and-roman-necromancy

This book takes a bold new approach to the
prehistory of Homeric epic, arguing for a fresh
understanding of how Near Eastern influence
worked.
The Dragon in the West - Daniel Ogden
2021-09-09
An exploration of how the image and idea of the
dragon has evolved through history How did the
dragon get its wings? Everyone in the modern
West has a clear idea of what a dragon looks like
and of the sorts of stories it inhabits, not least
devotees of the fantasies of J. R. R. Tolkien, J. K.
Rowling, and George R. R. Martin. A cross
between a snake and some fearsome mammal,
often sporting colossal wings, they live in caves,
lie on treasure, maraud, and breathe fire. They
are extraordinarily powerful, but even so,
ultimately defeated in their battles with humans.
What is the origin of this creature? The Dragon
in the West is the first serious and substantial
account in any language of the evolution of the
modern dragon from its ancient forebears.
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Daniel Ogden's detailed exploration begins with
the drakōn of Greek myth and the draco of the
dragon-loving Romans, and a look at the ancient
world's female dragons. It brings the story
forwards though Christian writings, medieval
illustrated manuscripts, and the lives of dragonduelling saints, before concluding with a study of
dragons found in the medieval Germanic world,
including those of the Anglo-Saxon Beowulf and
the Norse sagas.
Fantasy in Greek and Roman Literature Graham Anderson 2019-07-01
Fantasy in Greek and Roman Literature offers an
overview of Greek and Roman excursions into
fantasy, including imaginary voyages, dreamworlds, talking animals and similar
impossibilities. This is a territory seldom
explored and extends to rarely read texts such
as the Aesop Romance, The Battle of the Frogs
and the Mice, and The Pumpkinification of the
Emperor Claudius. Bringing this diverse
material together for the first time, Anderson
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widens readers’ perspectives on the realm of
fantasy in ancient literature, including topics
such as dialogues with the dead, Utopian
communities and fantastic feasts. Going beyond
the more familiar world of myth, his examples
range from The Golden Ass to the Late Antique
Testament of a Pig. The volume also explores
ancient resistance to the world of make-believe.
Fantasy in Greek and Roman Literature is an
invaluable resource not only for students of
classical and comparative literature, but also for
modern writers on fantasy who want to explore
the genre’s origins in antiquity, both in the more
obvious and in lesser-known texts.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 5 Marijke Gijswijt-Hofstra 1999-01-01
The end of the eighteenth century saw the end of
the witch trials everywhere. This volume charts
the processes and reasons for the
decriminalisation of witchcraft but also
challenges the widespread assumption that
Europe has been 'disenchanted'. For the first
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time surveys are given of the social role of
witchcraft in European communities down to the
end of the nineteenth century and of the
continued importance of witchcraft and magic as
topics of debate among intellectuals and other
writers>
Mantikê - Sarah Iles Johnston 2005-07-01
This book is a collection of studies by scholars
Greek, Roman, Egyptian, and early Christian
religions on the topic of divination. Its topics
range from necromancy to dice rolling, freelance diviners to Delphi, and includes treatments
from the Archaic period to Late Antiquity.
Lives Of The Necromancers - William Godwin
2013-12-10
An account of the most eminent persons in
successive ages, who have claimed for
themselves, or to whom has been imputed by
others, the exercise of magical power.
Necromancy is the art of revealing future events
by a pretended communication with the dead.
There is a theory that this impious superstition
greek-and-roman-necromancy

and imposture had its origin at a very early
period in the land of Egypt, and had been thence
propagated like many other arts in every nation
which ancient history has made us acquainted
with. Of its early existence we have complete
evidence from the writings of Moses, where it is
severely condemned as an abomination to the
Lord. It appears to be one of the whoredoms to
which Ezekiel represents his countrymen as
having brought with them from Egypt, and
continued to practise till they were carried
captives into Babylon.
The Path of Shadows - Gwendolyn Taunton
2018-09-29
The Path of Shadows takes the reader deep in
the sunless realm of hidden, subterranean gods,
the world of the dead, and ancient Greek occult
practices.
Magical Hymns from Roman Egypt - Ljuba
Merlina Bortolani 2016-10-10
This interdisciplinary study investigates the
divine personas in the so-called magical hymns
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of the Greek magical papyri which, in a corpus
usually seen as a significant expression of
religious syncretism with strong Egyptian
influence, were long considered to be the 'most
authentically Greek' contribution. Fifteen hymns
receive a line-by-line commentary focusing on
religious concepts, ritual practice, language and
style. The overarching aim is to categorise the
nature of divinity according to its Greek or
Egyptian elements, examining earlier Greek and
Egyptian sources and religious-magical
traditions in order to find textual or conceptual
parallels. Are the gods of the magical hymns
Greek or Egyptian in nature? Did the magical
hymns originate in a Greek or Egyptian cultural
background? The book tries to answer these
questions and to shed light on the religious
plurality and/or fusion of the two cultures in the
treatment of divinity in the Greek magical
papyri.
Aristomenes of Messene - Daniel Ogden
2004-12-31
greek-and-roman-necromancy

With Aristomenes of Messene, Daniel Ogden
identifies yet another fertile and undervalued
topic in Ancient History. He has previously
studied illegitimacy in the ancient Greek world
(Greek Bastardy, OUP, 1996), Greek ideas about
the relationship between deformity and power
(Crooked Kings of Ancient Greece, Duckworth,
1997), the nature and causes of dynastic murder
in the Hellenistic world (Polygamy, Prostitutes
and Death, Classical Press of Wales, 1999) and
the techniques of calling up the dead in the
ancient world (Greek and Roman Necromancy,
Princeton UP, 2001). Among his other books is a
volume edited for the Classical Press of Wales,
The Hellenistic World: New perspectives
(2002).The legends of Aristomenes, hero of the
Messenian resistance to Sparta, were designed
to excite, gratify and amuse. Yet they remain
almost unknown even to specialist ancient
historians. This book, the first monograph to be
devoted to Aristomenes, redirects attention to
his adventures, which at times resemble those of
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King Arthur, Robin Hood and even Sinbad the
Sailor. The book goes beyond the question of the
historicity of Aristomenes, and examines the
meaning and symbolism of the stories in their
own right. The study will be welcomed by those
with an interest in the history of Sparta, in
Pausanias (our principal source for the tales),
and in Greek traditional narrative. Famously,
Sparta tried to suppress the identity and selfconfidence of its Messenian helots. Yet here are
stories which give access to the imagination of
this long-muted but ultimately liberated people..
Divination and Human Nature - Peter T. Struck
2018-10-23
Divination and Human Nature casts a new
perspective on the rich tradition of ancient
divination—the reading of divine signs in
oracles, omens, and dreams. Popular attitudes
during classical antiquity saw these readings as
signs from the gods while modern scholars have
treated such beliefs as primitive superstitions. In
this book, Peter Struck reveals instead that such
greek-and-roman-necromancy

phenomena provoked an entirely different
accounting from the ancient philosophers. These
philosophers produced subtle studies into what
was an odd but observable fact—that humans
could sometimes have uncanny insights—and
their work signifies an early chapter in the
cognitive history of intuition. Examining the
writings of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, and the
Neoplatonists, Struck demonstrates that they all
observed how, setting aside the charlatans and
swindlers, some people had premonitions
defying the typical bounds of rationality. Given
the wide differences among these ancient
thinkers, Struck notes that they converged on
seeing this surplus insight as an artifact of
human nature, projections produced under
specific conditions by our physiology. For the
philosophers, such unexplained insights invited a
speculative search for an alternative and more
naturalistic system of cognition. Recovering a
lost piece of an ancient tradition, Divination and
Human Nature illustrates how philosophers of
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the classical era interpreted the phenomena of
divination as a practice closer to intuition and
instinct than magic.
Magic in the Ancient Greek World - Derek
Collins 2008-04-30
Original and comprehensive, Magic in the
Ancient Greek World takes the reader inside
both the social imagination and the ritual reality
that made magic possible in ancient Greece.
Explores the widespread use of spells, drugs,
curse tablets, and figurines, and the
practitioners of magic in the ancient world
Uncovers how magic worked. Was it down to
mere superstition? Did the subject need to
believe in order for it to have an effect? Focuses
on detailed case studies of individual types of
magic Examines the central role of magic in
Greek life
Night's Black Agents - Daniel Ogden 2008
The Concepts of the Divine in the Greek Magical
Papyri - Eleni Pachoumi 2017-05-05
greek-and-roman-necromancy

Eleni Pachoumi looks at the concepts of the
divine in the Greek magical papyri by way of a
careful and detailed analysis of ritual practices
and spells. Her aim is to uncover the underlying
religious, philosophical and mystical parallelisms
and influences on the Greek magical papyri. She
starts by examining the religious and
philosophical concept of the personal daimon
and the union of the individual with his personal
daimon through the magico-theurgic ritual of
systasis. She then goes on to analyze the
religious concept of paredros as the divine
"assistant" and the various relationships
between paredros, the divine and the individual.
To round off, she studies the concept of the
divine through the manifold religious and
philosophical assimilations mainly between
Greek, Egyptian, Hellenized gods and divine
abstract concepts of Jewish origins.
Greek and Roman Necromancy - Daniel
Ogden 2019-12-31
In classical antiquity, there was much interest in
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necromancy--the consultation of the dead for
divination. People could seek knowledge from
the dead by sleeping on tombs, visiting oracles,
and attempting to reanimate corpses and skulls.
Ranging over many of the lands in which Greek
and Roman civilizations flourished, including
Egypt, from the Greek archaic period through
the late Roman empire, this book is the first
comprehensive survey of the subject ever
published in any language. Daniel Ogden
surveys the places, performers, and techniques
of necromancy as well as the reasons for turning
to it. He investigates the cave-based sites of
oracles of the dead at Heracleia Pontica and
Tainaron, as well as the oracles at the Acheron
and Avernus, which probably consisted of
lakeside precincts. He argues that the Acheron
oracle has been long misidentified, and
considers in detail the traditions attached to
each site. Readers meet the personnel--real or
imagined--of ancient necromancy: ghosts,
zombies, the earliest vampires, evocators,
greek-and-roman-necromancy

sorcerers, shamans, Persian magi, Chaldaeans,
Egyptians, Roman emperors, and witches from
Circe to Medea. Ogden explains the technologies
used to evocate or reanimate the dead and to
compel them to disgorge their secrets. He
concludes by examining ancient beliefs about
ghosts and their wisdom--beliefs that
underpinned and justified the practice of
necromancy. The first of its kind and filled with
information, this volume will be of central
importance to those interested in the rapidly
expanding, inherently fascinating, and
intellectually exciting subjects of ghosts and
magic in antiquity.
Greek and Roman Ghost Stories - Lacy CollisonMorley 2019-11-25
"Greek and Roman Ghost Stories" by Lacy
Collison-Morley. Published by Good Press. Good
Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known
classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world
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literature, we issue the books that need to be
read. Each Good Press edition has been
meticulously edited and formatted to boost
readability for all e-readers and devices. Our
goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly
and accessible to everyone in a high-quality
digital format.
Magic in the Ancient World - Fritz Graf 1997
Ancient Greeks and Romans often turned to
magic to achieve personal goals. Magical rites
were seen as a route for direct access to the
gods, for material gains as well as spiritual
satisfaction. In this survey of magical beliefs and
practices from the sixth century B.C.E. through
late antiquity, Fritz Graf sheds new light on
ancient religion. Graf explores the important
types of magic in Greco-Roman antiquity,
describing rites and explaining the theory
behind them. And he characterizes the ancient
magician: his training and initiation, social
status, and presumed connections with the
divine world. With trenchant analysis of
greek-and-roman-necromancy

underlying conceptions and vivid account of
illustrative cases, Graf gives a full picture of the
practice of magic and its implications. He
concludes with an evaluation of the relation of
magic to religion.
Drakon - Daniel Ogden 2013-02-28
This volume explores the dragon or the
supernatural serpent in Graeco-Roman myth and
religion. It incorporates analyses, with
comprehensive accounts of the rich literary and
iconographic sources, for the principal dragons
of myth, and discusses matters of cult and the
paradoxical association of dragons and serpents
with the most benign of deities.
Restless Dead - Sarah Iles Johnston 2013-08-21
During the archaic and classical periods, Greek
ideas about the dead evolved in response to
changing social and cultural conditions—most
notably changes associated with the
development of the polis, such as funerary
legislation, and changes due to increased
contacts with cultures of the ancient Near East.
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In Restless Dead, Sarah Iles Johnston presents
and interprets these changes, using them to
build a complex picture of the way in which the
society of the dead reflected that of the living,
expressing and defusing its tensions, reiterating
its values and eventually becoming a source of
significant power for those who knew how to
control it. She draws on both well-known
sources, such as Athenian tragedies, and newer
texts, such as the Derveni Papyrus and a
recently published lex sacra from Selinous.
Topics of focus include the origin of the goes
(the ritual practitioner who made interaction
with the dead his specialty), the threat to the
living presented by the ghosts of those who died
dishonorably or prematurely, the development of
Hecate into a mistress of ghosts and its
connection to female rites of transition, and the
complex nature of the Erinyes. Restless Dead
culminates with a new reading of Aeschylus'
Oresteia that emphasizes how Athenian myth
and cult manipulated ideas about the dead to
greek-and-roman-necromancy

serve political and social ends.
Prophets and Profits - Richard Evans 2017-09-07
This volume examines the ways in which
divination, often through oracular utterances
and other mechanisms, linked mortals with the
gods, and places the practice within the ancient
sociopolitical and religious environment.
Whether humans sought knowledge by applying
to an oracle through which the god was believed
to speak or used soothsayers who interpreted
specific signs such as the flight of birds, there
was a fundamental desire to know the will of the
gods. In many cases, pragmatic concerns –
personal, economic or political – can be deduced
from the context of the application. Divination
and communication with the gods in a postpagan world has also produced fascinating
receptions. The presentation of these processes
in monotheistic societies such as early Christian
Late Antiquity (where the practice continued
through the use of curse tablets) or medieval
Europe, and beyond, where the role of religion
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had changed radically, provides a particular
challenge and this topic has been little discussed
by scholars. This volume aims to rectify this
desideratum by providing the opportunity to
address questions related to the reception of
Greco-Roman divination, oracles and prophecy,
in all media, including literature and film.
Several contributions in this volume originated
in the 2015 Classics Colloquium held at the
University of South Africa and the volume has
been augmented with additional contributions.
Ancient Greek Divination - Sarah Iles Johnston
2009-04-22
The first English-language survey of ancient
Greek divinatorymethods, Ancient Greek
Divination offers a broad yetdetailed treatment
of the earliest attempts by ancient Greeks toseek
the counsel of the gods. Offers in-depth
discussions of oracles, wandering diviners,do-ityourself methods of foretelling the future,
magicaldivinatory techniques, and much more
Illustrates how the study of divination
greek-and-roman-necromancy

illuminates thementalities of ancient Greek
religions and societies
Roman Reflections - Gareth D. Williams 2016
Collection of 13 essays delivered at a conference
held at Columbia University in March 2012.
Drawing Down the Moon - I. I. I. Radcliffe G. G.
Edmonds III 2021-12-07
An unparalleled exploration of magic in the
Greco-Roman world What did magic mean to the
people of ancient Greece and Rome? How did
Greeks and Romans not only imagine what
magic could do, but also use it to try to influence
the world around them? In Drawing Down the
Moon, Radcliffe Edmonds, one of the foremost
experts on magic, religion, and the occult in the
ancient world, provides the most comprehensive
account of the varieties of phenomena labeled as
magic in classical antiquity. Exploring why
certain practices, images, and ideas were
labeled as “magic” and set apart from “normal”
kinds of practices, Edmonds gives insight into
the shifting ideas of religion and the divine in
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the ancient past and later Western tradition.
Using fresh approaches to the history of
religions and the social contexts in which magic
was exercised, Edmonds delves into the
archaeological record and classical literary
traditions to examine images of witches, ghosts,
and demons as well as the fantastic powers of
metamorphosis, erotic attraction, and reversals
of nature, such as the famous trick of drawing
down the moon. From prayer and divination to
astrology and alchemy, Edmonds journeys
through all manner of ancient magical rituals
and paraphernalia—ancient tablets, spell books,
bindings and curses, love charms and healing
potions, and amulets and talismans. He
considers the ways in which the Greco-Roman
discourse of magic was formed amid the cultures
of the ancient Mediterranean, including Egypt
and the Near East. An investigation of the
mystical and marvelous, Drawing Down the
Moon offers an unparalleled record of the
origins, nature, and functions of ancient magic.
greek-and-roman-necromancy

Magic, Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and
Roman Worlds - Daniel Ogden 2002
In a culture where the supernatural possessed
an immediacy now strange to us, magic was of
great importance both in the literary mythic
tradition and in ritual practice. In this book,
Daniel Ogden presents 300 texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit
commentaries. Authors include the well known
(Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil,
Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across
the whole of Graeco-Roman antiquity.
Caves and the Ancient Greek Mind - Yulia
Ustinova 2009-02-12
Caves and the Ancient Greek Mind analyses
techniques of searching for ultimate wisdom in
ancient Greece. The Greeks perceived mental
experiences of exceptional intensity as resulting
from divine intervention. They believed that to
share in the immortals' knowledge, one had to
liberate the soul from the burden of the mortal
body by attaining an altered state of
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consciousness, that is, by merging with a
superhuman being or through possession by a
deity. These states were often attained by
inspired mediums, `impresarios of the gods' prophets, poets, and sages - who descended into
caves or underground chambers. Yulia Ustinova
juxtaposes ancient testimonies with the results
of modern neuropsychological research. This
novel approach enables an examination of
religious phenomena not only from the outside,
but also from the inside: it penetrates the
consciousness of people who were engaged in
the vision quest, and demonstrates that the
darkness of the caves provided conditions vital
for their activities.
The Cambridge Book of Magic - Paul Foreman
2015
The Cambridge Book of Magic is an edition of a
hitherto unpublished sixteenth-century
manuscript of necromancy (ritual magic), now in
Cambridge University Library. Written in
England between 1532 and 1558, the
greek-and-roman-necromancy

manuscript consists of 91 'experiments', most of
them involving the conjuration of angels and
demons, for purposes as diverse as knowing the
future, inflicting bodily harm, and recovering
stolen property. However, the author's interests
went beyond spirit conjuration to include a
variety of forms of natural magic. The treatise
drew on astrological image magic and magicomedical texts, and the author had a particular
fascination with the properties of plants and
herbs. The Cambridge Book of Magic gives an
insight into the practice and thought of one
sixteenth-century magician, who may have been
acting on behalf of clients as well as working for
his own benefit.
Greek Bastardy in the Classical and
Hellenistic Periods - Daniel Ogden 1996
Societies are defined at their margins. In the
ancient Greek world bastards were often
marginalized, their affinities being with the
female, the alien, the servile, the poor, and the
sick. The study of bastardy in ancient Greece is
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therefore of an importance that goes far beyond
the subject's intrinsic interest, and it provides
insights into the structure of Greek society as a
whole. This is the first full-length book on the
subject, and it reviews major evidence from
Athens, Sparta, Gortyn, and Hellenistic Egypt, as
well as collating and analysing fragmentary
evidence from other Greek states. Dr Ogden
shows how attitudes towards legitimacy differed
across the various city states, and analyses their
developments across time. He also advances
new interpretations of more familiar problems of
Athenian bastardy, such as Pericles' citizenship
law. The book should interest historians of a
wide range of social topics - from law and the
economy, to sexuality and the study of women in
antiquity.
Ancient Magic - Attilio Mastrocinque
2020-08-07
An international team of scholars from different
academic disciplines address some of the most
important issues, texts, and objects in the study
greek-and-roman-necromancy

of ancient magic. The volume is divided into
three primary sections. The first part offers new
approaches to some of the major theoretical and
methodological questions in the study of ancient
magic. Most importantly, the authors offer a
defense of the term "magic" as a scholarly rubric
in the study of antiquity. The contributors to the
second part provide novel interpretations of
some of the most significant defixiones, amulets,
recipes and rituals from the ancient world. The
essays also engage with questions of gender,
materiality, visuality, and scribal practice. The
final section examines the transmission of
magical practice, both in antiquity and in later
periods. Accordingly, the chapters in this final
section allow scholars to approach the study of
magic over the longue duree. By placing into
dialogue the interests, concerns, and methods of
scholars from diverse academic fields, this
volume provides an interdisciplinary perspective
to the study of premodern magic.
Miasma - Robert Parker 1996
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Anyone who has sampled even a few of the most
commonly read Greek texts will have
encountered pollution. The pollution of
bloodshed is a frequent theme of tragedy:
Orestes is driven mad; Oedipus brings plague
upon all Thebes. In historical texts we find cities
intervening in the internalaffairs of others to
`drive out the pollution', or making war on
account of it. Political orators represent their
opponents as polluting demons. Purity is a
constant concern in ritual texts, and any Greek
underwent many small purifications in his
everyday life. Certain abnormal
religiousmovements of the archaic age made
`purification' the path to felicity in the afterlife.
First published in hardback in 1983, Miasma is
the first work in English to treat this theme in
detail.
Haunted Greece and Rome - D. Felton
2010-07-22
Stories of ghostly spirits who return to this
world to warn of danger, to prophesy, to take
greek-and-roman-necromancy

revenge, to request proper burial, or to comfort
the living fascinated people in ancient times just
as they do today. In this innovative,
interdisciplinary study, the author combines a
modern folkloric perspective with literary
analysis of ghost stories from classical antiquity
to shed new light on the stories' folk roots. The
author begins by examining ancient Greek and
Roman beliefs about death and the departed and
the various kinds of ghost stories which arose
from these beliefs. She then focuses on the
longer stories of Plautus, Pliny, and Lucian,
which concern haunted houses. Her analysis
illuminates the oral and literary transmission
and adaptation of folkloric motifs and the
development of the ghost story as a literary
form. In her concluding chapter, the author also
traces the influence of ancient ghost stories on
modern ghost story writers, a topic that will
interest all readers and scholars of tales of
hauntings.
Magic in Ancient Greece and Rome - Lindsay
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C. Watson 2019-05-02
Parting company with the trend in recent
scholarship to treat the subject in abstract,
highly theoretical terms, Magic in Ancient
Greece and Rome proposes that the magicworking of antiquity was in reality a highly
pragmatic business, with very clearly formulated
aims - often of an exceedingly maligant kind. In
seven chapters, each addressed to an important
arm of Greco-Roman magic, the volume
discusses the history of the rediscovery and
publication of the so-called Greek Magical
Papyri, a key source for our understanding of
ancient magic; the startling violence of ancient
erotic spells and the use of these by women as
well as men; the alteration in the landscape of
defixio (curse tablet) studies by major new finds
and the confirmation these provide that the
frequently lethal intent of such tablets must not
be downplayed; the use of herbs in magic,
considered from numerous perspectives but with
an especial focus on the bizarre-seeming rituals
greek-and-roman-necromancy

and protocols attendant upon their collection;
the employment of animals in magic, the factors
determining the choice of animal, the uses to
which they were put, and the procuring and
storage of animal parts, conceivably in a
sorcerer's workshop; the witch as a literary
construct, the clear homologies between the
magical procedures of fictional witches and
those documented for real spells, the gendering
of the witch-figure and the reductive
presentation of sorceresses as old, risible and
ineffectual; the issue of whether ancient
magicians practised human sacrifice and the
illuminating parallels between such accusations
and late 20th century accounts of child-murder
in the context of perverted Satanic rituals. By
challenging a number of orthodoxies and
opening up some underexamined aspects of the
subject, this wide-ranging study stakes out
important new territory in the field of magical
studies.
Polygamy, Prostitutes and Death - Daniel Ogden
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2010
Daniel Ogden's Polygamy, Prostitutes and Death,
first published in 1999, has established itself as
the principal guide to the history of royal women
and their court intrigues throughout the
Hellenistic period. The author supplies clear
narrative and analysis of the strategic in-fighting
involving the numerous Cleopatras, Laodices
and Stratonices, their female rivals, their male
relatives and enemies. Ogden's book does much
to establish the importance of royal women for
the increasingly-studied Hellenistic age. Daniel
Ogden is currently Professor of Ancient History
in the University of Exeter. `Polygamy,
Prostitutes and Death: The Hellenistic dynasties
is virtually irresistible. The story told...is
concerned with...vicious rivalry on the part of
polygamously held wives...a complicated tale
made much easier to follow.' Peter Walcot,
Greece & Rome `Ogden handles his sources with
skill and manoeuvres carefully through this
historical mine-field... Ogden's book is a
greek-and-roman-necromancy

prosopographer's delight, and goldmine of
information for every student of Hellenistic
history.' Waldemar Heckel, Bryn Mawr Classical
Review
A Companion to Greek Religion - Daniel
Ogden 2008-04-15
This major addition to Blackwell’s Companions
to the Ancient World series covers all aspects of
religion in the ancient Greek world from the
archaic, through the classical and into the
Hellenistic period. Written by a panel of
international experts Focuses on religious life as
it was experienced by Greek men and women at
different times and in different places Features
major sections on local religious systems, sacred
spaces and ritual, and the divine
Daemons and Spirits in Ancient Egypt - Carolyn
Graves-Brown 2018-09-01
This book is about the weird and wonderful
lesser-known ‘spirit’ entities of ancient Egypt
–daemons, the mysterious and often fantastical
creatures of the Egyptian ‘Otherworld’ – and the
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closely related spirits of the dead, which
together conjure the excitement of all things
otherworldly. Daemons and spirits are generally
defined in Egyptology as creatures not of this
world, which do not have their own cult centre,
and both groups are frequently listed together in
protective spells. This volume explores the
general nature of daemons and spirits in ancient
Egypt and discusses a selection in more detail: it
uses artefacts from Wales’s important collection
of Egyptian objects at the Egypt Centre at
Swansea University, in which are to be found a
dwarf daemon with sticking out tongue; several
guardian daemons of the Otherworld; creatures
who are part snake and part feline; spirits of
deceased humans; and a Greek satyr Silenus,
companion to the wine god Dionysus.
Birds in the Ancient World - Jeremy Mynott
2018-05-10
Birds pervaded the ancient world, impressing
their physical presence on the daily experience
and imaginations of ordinary people and figuring
greek-and-roman-necromancy

prominently in literature and art. They provided
a fertile source of symbols and stories in myths
and folklore and were central to the ancient
rituals of augury and divination. Jeremy Mynott's
Birds in the Ancient World illustrates the many
different roles birds played in culture: as
indicators of time, weather and the seasons; as a
resource for hunting, eating, medicine and
farming; as domestic pets and entertainments;
and as omens and intermediaries between the
gods and humankind. We learn how birds were
perceived - through quotations from well over a
hundred classical Greek and Roman authors, all
of them translated freshly into English, through
nearly 100 illustrations from ancient wallpaintings, pottery and mosaics, and through
selections from early scientific writings, and
many anecdotes and descriptions from works of
history, geography and travel. Jeremy Mynott
acts as a stimulating guide to this rich and
fascinating material, using birds as a prism
through which to explore both the similarities
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and the often surprising differences between
ancient conceptions of the natural world and our
own. His book is an original contribution to the
flourishing interest in the cultural history of
birds and to our understanding of the ancient
cultures in which birds played such a prominent
part.
Greek and Roman Necromancy - Daniel
Ogden 2004-02
Ranging over the many lands in which the Greek
and Roman civilizations flourished, from the
Greek archiac period through the late Roman
empire, this is a comprehensive survey of the
subject of Greek and Roman necromancy.
Perseus - Daniel Ogden 2008-02-19
The son of Zeus, Perseus belongs in the first
rank of Greek heroes. Indeed to some he was a
greater hero even than Heracles. With the help
of Hermes and Athena he slew the Gorgon
Medusa, conquered a mighty sea monster and
won the hand of the beautiful princess
Andromeda. This volume tells of his enduring
greek-and-roman-necromancy

myth, it's rendering in art and literature, and its
reception through the Roman period and up to
the modern day. This is the first scholarly book
in English devoted to Perseus' myth in its
entirety for over a century. With information
drawn from a diverse range of sources as well as
varied illustrations, the volume illuminates the
importance of the Perseus myth throughout the
ages.
Death, Burial and Rebirth in the Religions
of Antiquity - Jon Davies 2013-04-03
In Death, Burial and Rebirth in the Religions of
Antiquity, Jon Davies charts the significance of
death to the emerging religious cults in the preChristian and early Christian world. He analyses
the varied burial rituals and examines the
different notions of the afterlife. Among the
areas covered are: * Osiris and Isis: the life
theology of Ancient Egypt * burying the Jewish
dead * Roman religion and Roman funerals *
Early Christian burial * the nature of martyrdom.
Jon Davies also draws on the sociological theory
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of Max Weber to present a comprehensive
introduction to and overview of death, burial and
the afterlife in the first Christian centuries which
offers insights into the relationship between
social change and attitudes to death and dying.
The Werewolf in the Ancient World - Daniel
Ogden 2021-01-07
In a moonlit graveyard somewhere in southern
Italy, a soldier removes his clothes in readiness
to transform himself into a wolf. He depends
upon the clothes to recover his human shape,
and so he magically turns them to stone, but his
secret is revealed when, back in human form, he
is seen to carry a wound identical to that
recently dealt to a marauding wolf. In Arcadia a
man named Damarchus accidentally tastes the
flesh of a human sacrifice and is transformed
into a wolf for nine years. At Temesa Polites is
stoned to death for raping a local girl, only to
return to terrorize the people of the city in the
form of a demon in a wolfskin. Tales of the
werewolf are by now well established as a rich
greek-and-roman-necromancy

sub-strand of the popular horror genre; less
widely known is just how far back in time their
provenance lies. These are just some of the
werewolf tales that survive from the GraecoRoman world, and this is the first book in any
language to be devoted to their study. It shows
how in antiquity werewolves thrived in a storyworld shared by witches, ghosts, demons, and
soul-flyers, and argues for the primary role of
story-telling-as opposed to rites of passage-in the
ancient world's general conceptualization of the
werewolf. It also seeks to demonstrate how the
comparison of equally intriguing medieval tales
can be used to fill in gaps in our knowledge of
werewolf stories in the ancient world, thereby
shedding new light on the origins of the modern
phenomenon. All ancient texts bearing upon the
subject have been integrated into the discussion
in new English translations, so that the book
provides not only an accessible overview for a
broad readership of all levels of familiarity with
ancient languages, but also a comprehensive
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sourcebook for the ancient werewolf for the
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purposes of research and study.

21/21

Downloaded from latitudenews.com on
by guest

