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paperwork and inspections filled their days. With tough love, Hill and his
First Sergeant, an old-school former drill instructor named Tommy Scott,
turned the company into the top performers in the battalion. Hill and
Scott then led Dog Company into combat in Afghanistan, where a third of
their men became battlefield casualties after just six months. Meanwhile,
Hill found himself at war with his own battalion commander, a
charismatic but difficult man who threatened to relieve Hill at every turn.
After two of his men died on a routine patrol, Hill and a
counterintelligence team busted a dozen enemy infiltrators on their base
in the violent province of Wardak. Abandoned by his high command, Hill
suddenly faced an excruciating choice: follow Army rules the way he
always had, or damn the rules to his own destruction and protect the
men he'd grown to love.
Facing the Mountain - Daniel James Brown 2022-05-10
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER One of NPR's "Books We Love" of
2021 Longlisted for the PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld Award for
Biography Winner of the Christopher Award “Masterly. An epic story of
four Japanese-American families and their sons who volunteered for
military service and displayed uncommon heroism… Propulsive and
gripping, in part because of Mr. Brown’s ability to make us care deeply
about the fates of these individual soldiers...a page-turner.” – Wall Street
Journal From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Boys in
the Boat, a gripping World War II saga of patriotism and resistance,
focusing on four Japanese American men and their families, and the
contributions and sacrifices that they made for the sake of the nation. In
the days and months after Pearl Harbor, the lives of Japanese Americans
across the continent and Hawaii were changed forever. In this
unforgettable chronicle of war-time America and the battlefields of
Europe, Daniel James Brown portrays the journey of Rudy Tokiwa, Fred
Shiosaki, and Kats Miho, who volunteered for the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team and were deployed to France, Germany, and Italy, where
they were asked to do the near impossible. Brown also tells the story of
these soldiers' parents, immigrants who were forced to submit to life in
concentration camps on U.S. soil. Woven throughout is the chronicle of
Gordon Hirabayashi, one of a cadre of patriotic resisters who stood up
against their government in defense of their own rights. Whether
fighting on battlefields or in courtrooms, these were Americans under
unprecedented strain, doing what Americans do best—striving, resisting,
pushing back, rising up, standing on principle, laying down their lives,
and enduring.
Victory Point - Ed Darack 2009-04-07
In late June 2005, media sources recounted the tragic story of nineteen
U.S. special operations personnel who died at the hands of insurgent /
terrorist leader Ahmad Shah- and the lone survivor of Shah's ambushdeep in the Hindu Kush Mountains of Afghanistan. The harrowing events
of Operation Red Wings marked an important-yet widely misreportedchapter in the Global War on Terror, the full details of which the public
burned to learn. In Victory Point, globally published author and
photographer Ed Darack reveals the complete, as-yet untold, story of
Operation Red Wings (often mis-referenced as "Operation Redwing"),
and the follow-on mission, Operation Whalers. Together, these two U.S.
Marine Corps operations (that in the case of Red Wings utilized Navy
SEALs for its opening phase) unfurl not as a mission gone terribly wrong,
but of a complex and difficult campaign that ultimately saw the demise of
Ahmad Shan and his small army of barbarous fighters. Due to the valor,
courage and commitment of the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd Marine
Regiment in the summer of 2005, Afghanistan was able to hold free
elections that Fall. Here is the inspiring true account of heroism, duty,
and brotherhood between Marines fighting the War on Terror.
Task Force Black - Mark Urban 2011-06-07
When American and British forces invaded Iraq in March 2003, select

American Sniper - Chris Kyle 2012-01-03
The #1 New York Times bestselling memoir of U.S. Navy Seal Chris Kyle,
and the source for Clint Eastwood’s blockbuster, Academy-Award
nominated movie. “An amazingly detailed account of fighting in Iraq--a
humanizing, brave story that’s extremely readable.” — PATRICIA
CORNWELL, New York Times Book Review "Jaw-dropping...Undeniably
riveting." —RICHARD ROEPER, Chicago Sun-Times From 1999 to 2009,
U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper kills in
United States military history. His fellow American warriors, whom he
protected with deadly precision from rooftops and stealth positions
during the Iraq War, called him “The Legend”; meanwhile, the enemy
feared him so much they named him al-Shaitan (“the devil”) and placed a
bounty on his head. Kyle, who was tragically killed in 2013, writes
honestly about the pain of war—including the deaths of two close SEAL
teammates—and in moving first-person passages throughout, his wife,
Taya, speaks openly about the strains of war on their family, as well as
on Chris. Gripping and unforgettable, Kyle’s masterful account of his
extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks as one of the great war
memoirs of all time.
Lest We Forget - Leo Jenkins 2017-06-08
Experience the unique process of becoming and operating as a special
operations medic during the height of the global war on terrorism. A rare
look inside the US special operations medical course, follow the author
as he trains for the reality of combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. Lest We
Forget is a brazen introspective into the reality of war.
Lions of Kandahar - Rusty Bradley 2011
An insider's account of the Afghan war by a Special Forces commander,
published with the support of the Army and Special Operations, traces
the against-all-odds Operation Medusa victory in the fight for Sperwan
Ghar in the vital Southern region. 35,000 first printing.
The Mission, The Men, and Me - Pete Blaber 2010-09-07
“A book about the complexities of combat that's just as applicable for
dealing with the complexities of business and our personal lives.”—Kevin
Sharer, chairman and CEO, Amgen As a commander of Delta Force-the
most elite counter—terrorist organization in the world—Pete Blaber took
part in some of the most dangerous, controversial, and significant
military and political events of our time. Now he takes his intimate
knowledge of warfare—and the heart, mind, and spirit it takes to
win—and moves his focus from the combat zone to civilian life. In this
book, you will learn the same lessons he learned, while experiencing
what the life of a Delta Force Operator is like—from the extreme physical
and psychological training to the darkest of shadow ops all around the
world. From each mission, Pete Blaber has taken a life lesson back with
him. You will learn these enlightening lessons as you gain insights into
never-before-revealed missions executed around the globe. And when the
smoke clears, you will emerge wiser, more capable, and better prepared
to succeed in life than you ever thought possible.
Dog Company - Lynn Vincent 2017-04-11
Now with a forward by Sean Hannity, this powerful story of brotherhood,
bravery, and patriotism exposes the true stories behind some of the
Army's darkest secrets. The Army does not want you to read this book. It
does not want to advertise its detention system that coddles enemy
fighters while putting American soldiers at risk. It does not want to
reveal the new lawyered-up Pentagon war ethic that prosecutes U.S.
soldiers and Marines while setting free spies who kill Americans. This
very system ambushed Captain Roger Hill and his men. Hill, a West Point
grad and decorated combat veteran, was a rising young officer who had
always followed the letter of the military law. In 2007, Hill got his dream
job: infantry commander in the storied 101st Airborne. His new unit, Dog
Company, 1-506th, had just returned stateside from the hell of Ramadi.
The men were brilliant in combat but unpolished at home, where
red-platoon-a-true-story-of-american-valor
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teams of special forces and intelligence operatives got to work looking
for the WMD their governments had promised were there. They quickly
realized no such weapons existed. Instead they faced an insurgency—a
soaring spiral of extremism and violence that was almost impossible to
understand, let alone reverse. Facing defeat, the Coalition waged a
hidden war within a war. Major-General Stan McChrystal devised a
campaign fusing special forces, aircraft, and the latest surveillance
technology with the aim of taking down the enemy faster than it could
regenerate. Guided by intelligence, British and American special forces
conducted a relentless onslaught, night after night targeting al-Qaeda
and other insurgent groups. Task Force Black reveals not only the
intensity of the secret fight that turned the tide in Baghdad but the
rivalries and personal battles that had to be overcome along the way.
Incisive, dramatic, exceptionally revealing, the war in Iraq cannot be
understood without this book.
Platoon Leader - James R. McDonough 2007-12-18
A remarkable memoir of small-unit leadership and the coming of age of a
young soldier in combat in Vietnam.' "Using a lean style and a sense of
pacing drawn from the tautest of novels, McDonough has produced a
gripping account of his first command, a U.S. platoon taking part in the
'strategic hamlet' program. . . . Rather than present a potpourri of
combat yarns. . . McDonough has focused a seasoned storyteller’s eye on
the details, people, and incidents that best communicate a visceral feel of
command under fire. . . . For the author’s honesty and literary
craftsmanship, Platoon Leader seems destined to be read for a long time
by second lieutenants trying to prepare for the future, veterans trying to
remember the past, and civilians trying to understand what the
profession of arms is all about.”–Army Times
The Things They Cannot Say - Kevin Sites 2013-01-29
“The harrowing accounts detail the experiencesof 11 US soldiers and
Marines who have been ravaged by modern warfare and its psychological
aftermath. What makes Kevin’s reporting unique and essential is that it
didn’t stop on the battlefield—he followed his subjects home.” — Vice An
important look at the unspoken and unknown truths of war and its
impact, told through the personal stories of those who have been there.
In The Things They Cannot Say, eleven soldiers and Marines display a
courage that transcends battlefield heroics—they share the truth about
their wars. For each it means something different: one struggles to
recover from a head injury he believes has stolen his ability to love,
another attempts to make amends for the killing of an innocent man,
while yet another finds respect for the enemy fighter who tried to kill
him. Award-winning journalist and author Kevin Sites asks the difficult
questions of these combatants, many of whom he first met while in
Afghanistan and Iraq and others he sought out from different wars: What
is it like to kill? What is it like to be under fire? How do you know what’s
right? What can you never forget? Sites compiles the accounts of
soldiers, Marines, their families and friends, and also shares the
narrative of his own failures during war (including complicity in a
murder) and the redemptive powers of storytelling in arresting a
spiraling path of self-destruction. He learns that war both gives and
takes from those most involved in it. Some struggle in disequilibrium,
while others find balance, usually with the help of communities who have
learned to listen, without judgment, to the real stories of the men and
women it has sent to fight its battles.
When I Turned Nineteen - Glyn Haynie 2016-11-28
It's the year 1969. I was serving in the U.S. Army with my brothers of
First Platoon Company A 3/1 11th Bde Americal (23rd Infantry) Division.
We were average American sons, fathers, husbands, or brothers who'd
enlisted or been drafted from all over the United States and who'd all
come from different backgrounds. We came together and formed a
brotherhood that will last through time. I share my experiences about
weeks of boredom and minutes to hours of terror and surviving the heat,
carrying a 60-pound rucksack, monsoons, a forest fire, a typhoon,
building a firebase, fear, death and fighting the enemy while mentally,
physically, and morally exhausted.
Anatomy of a Soldier - Harry Parker 2016-05-17
Anatomy of a Soldier is a stunning first novel—of patriotism, heroism,
and profound humanism—that will immediately take its place on the shelf
of classics about what it truly means to be at war. Let’s imagine a man
called Captain Tom Barnes, aka BA5799, who’s leading British troops in
the war zone. And two boys growing up together there, sharing a prized
bicycle and flying kites before finding themselves estranged once foreign
soldiers appear in their countryside. And then there’s the man who trains
one of them to fight against the other’s father and all these infidel
invaders. Then imagine the family and friends who radiate out from these
red-platoon-a-true-story-of-american-valor

lives, people on all sides of this conflict where virtually everyone is
caught up in the middle of something unthinkable. But then regard them
not as they see themselves but as all the objects surrounding them do:
shoes and boots, a helmet, a bag of fertilizer, a medal, a beer glass, a
snowflake, dog tags, and a horrific improvised explosive device that
binds them all together by blowing one of them apart—forty-five different
narrators in all, including the multiple medical implements subsequently
required to keep Captain Barnes alive. The result is a novel that reveals
not only an author with a striking literary talent and intelligence but also
the lives of people—whether husband or wife, father or mother, son or
daughter—who are part of this same heart-stopping journey. A work of
extraordinary humanity and hope, created out of something hopeless and
dehumanizing, it makes art out of pain and suffering and takes its place
in a long and rich line of novels that articulate the lives that soldiers
lead. In the boom of an instant, and in decades of very different lives and
experiences, we see things we’ve never understood so clearly before.
The Last Platoon - Bing West 2020-12-08
A platoon of Marines and CIA operatives clash in a fight to the death with
the drug lords and the Taliban, while in Washington, the president seeks
a way out. This authentic war story vividly displays how a warrior must
replenish his own moral courage and not allow ambition to coarsen his
sense of decency. The Last Platoon explores firefights expertly told by a
combat veteran. Readers feel like they have entered a strange, alien
world as they watch the Marines and Taliban clash, circle each other,
probe for weakness, and clash again in primordial violence, neither side
yielding. While intrigue and deceit play out at the higher levels, in
Afghanistan’s bright poppy fields only the killing instinct will decide the
winner. “Bing West is the grunt’s Homer.” —L.A. Times “No
correspondent has spent as much time on this ground as former Marine,
Bing West, and no one has brought to it as much real-world, infantrycommand experience.” —Steven Pressfield, author of Gates of Fire “Bing
West is on his way to becoming the Thucydides of the global war on
Terror.” —The Washington Times “Some of the most compelling
descriptions of small-unit combat that I have ever read.” —The Wall
Street Journal “Bing has seen more war than most professional
soldiers…utterly gripping—and utterly different from the sanitized
picture.” —Max Boot, author of Invisible Armies: An Epic History of
Guerrilla Warfare from Ancient Times to the Present “West shows in the
most granular, detailed way how and why America’s counterinsurgency
in Afghanistan is failing.” —The New York Times “West has become the
Marine Corps’ bard of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars as an embedded
reporter in some of the most brutal fighting.” —The Washington Times
The Things They Carried - Tim O'Brien 2009-10-13
A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing
minds and lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They
Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination,
and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat
Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim
O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and
writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become
required reading for any American and continues to challenge readers in
their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear
and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du
Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was
also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle
Award.
The Afghanistan Papers - Craig Whitlock 2021-08-31
A Washington Post Best Book of 2021 The #1 New York Times
bestselling investigative story of how three successive presidents and
their military commanders deceived the public year after year about
America’s longest war, foreshadowing the Taliban’s recapture of
Afghanistan, by Washington Post reporter and three-time Pulitzer Prize
finalist Craig Whitlock. Unlike the wars in Vietnam and Iraq, the US
invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 had near-unanimous public support. At
first, the goals were straightforward and clear: defeat al-Qaeda and
prevent a repeat of 9/11. Yet soon after the United States and its allies
removed the Taliban from power, the mission veered off course and US
officials lost sight of their original objectives. Distracted by the war in
Iraq, the US military become mired in an unwinnable guerrilla conflict in
a country it did not understand. But no president wanted to admit failure,
especially in a war that began as a just cause. Instead, the Bush, Obama,
and Trump administrations sent more and more troops to Afghanistan
and repeatedly said they were making progress, even though they knew
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there was no realistic prospect for an outright victory. Just as the
Pentagon Papers changed the public’s understanding of Vietnam, The
Afghanistan Papers contains “fast-paced and vivid” (The New York Times
Book Review) revelation after revelation from people who played a direct
role in the war from leaders in the White House and the Pentagon to
soldiers and aid workers on the front lines. In unvarnished language,
they admit that the US government’s strategies were a mess, that the
nation-building project was a colossal failure, and that drugs and
corruption gained a stranglehold over their allies in the Afghan
government. All told, the account is based on interviews with more than
1,000 people who knew that the US government was presenting a
distorted, and sometimes entirely fabricated, version of the facts on the
ground. Documents unearthed by The Washington Post reveal that
President Bush didn’t know the name of his Afghanistan war
commander—and didn’t want to meet with him. Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld admitted that he had “no visibility into who the bad
guys are.” His successor, Robert Gates, said: “We didn’t know jack shit
about al-Qaeda.” The Afghanistan Papers is a “searing indictment of the
deceit, blunders, and hubris of senior military and civilian officials” (Tom
Bowman, NRP Pentagon Correspondent) that will supercharge a longoverdue reckoning over what went wrong and forever change the way
the conflict is remembered.
Red Platoon - Instaread 2016-06-30
Red Platoon by Clinton Romesha | Summary & Analysis Preview: Red
Platoon: A True Story of American Valor by Clinton Romesha is a memoir
of the October 2009 Battle of Kamdesh, in which hundreds of Taliban
insurgents attacked Keating, the most remote American combat outpost
in Afghanistan. For 14 hours, the Black Knight Troop fought to defend
their post. The memoir provides a detailed account of the battle, and how
Romesha, the staff sergeant of Red Platoon, executed a counterattack
that helped save Keating along with many of his men and earned him a
Medal of Honor. Upon arriving at Keating in late May 2009, the Black
Knight Troop—divided into the Red, Blue, White, and Headquarters
Platoons and tasked with preparing the base for shutdown—saw right
away how vulnerable they were. Established in 2006, the camp was
located at the base of steep mountains and bounded by rivers in isolated
Nuristan Province. Because Keating was at the bottom of a valley)…
PLEASE NOTE: This is summary and analysis of the book and NOT the
original book. Inside this Instaread Summary of Red Platoon: · Summary
of the Book · Important People · Character Analysis · Analysis of the
Themes and Author’s Style About the Author With Instaread, you can get
the key takeaways, summary and analysis of a book in 15 minutes. We
read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and analyze them for your
convenience.
Outlaw Platoon - Sean Parnell 2012-02-28
A riveting story of American fighting men, Outlaw Platoon is Lieutenant
Sean Parnell’s stunning personal account of the legendary U.S. Army’s
10th Mountain Division’s heroic stand in the mountains of Afghanistan.
Acclaimed for its vivid, poignant, and honest recreation of sixteen brutal
months of nearly continuous battle in the deadly Hindu Kesh, Outlaw
Platoon is a Band of Brothers or We Were Soldiers Once and Young for
the early 21st century—an action-packed, highly emotional true story of
enormous sacrifice and bravery. A magnificent account of heroes,
renegades, infidels, and brothers, it stands with Sebastian Junger’s War
as one of the most important books to yet emerge from the heat, smoke,
and fire of America’s War in Afghanistan.
Matterhorn - Karl Marlantes 2010-04-01
Intense, powerful, and compelling, Matterhorn is an epic war novel in the
tradition of Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead and James Jones’s
The Thin Red Line. It is the timeless story of a young Marine lieutenant,
Waino Mellas, and his comrades in Bravo Company, who are dropped
into the mountain jungle of Vietnam as boys and forced to fight their way
into manhood. Standing in their way are not merely the North
Vietnamese but also monsoon rain and mud, leeches and tigers, disease
and malnutrition. Almost as daunting, it turns out, are the obstacles they
discover between each other: racial tension, competing ambitions, and
duplicitous superior officers. But when the company finds itself
surrounded and outnumbered by a massive enemy regiment, the Marines
are thrust into the raw and all-consuming terror of combat. The
experience will change them forever. Written by a highly decorated
Marine veteran over the course of thirty years, Matterhorn is a
spellbinding and unforgettable novel that brings to life an entire
world—both its horrors and its thrills—and seems destined to become a
classic of combat literature.
Perfectly Wounded - Mike Day 2020-06-09
red-platoon-a-true-story-of-american-valor

The incredible true story of former Navy SEAL Mike Day, who survived
being shot twenty-seven times while deployed in Iraq. On the night of
April 6, 2007, in Iraq's Anbar Province, Senior Chief Mike Day, his team
of Navy SEALs, and a group of Iraqi scouts were on the hunt for a highlevel al Qaeda cell. Day was the first to enter a 12x12 room where four
terrorist leaders were waiting in ambush. When the gunfight was over,
he took out all four terrorists in the room, but not before being shot
twenty-seven times and hit with grenade shrapnel. Miraculously, Day
cleared the rest of the house and rescued six women and children before
walking out on his own to an awaiting helicopter, which flew him to
safety. While in the hospital, the Navy SEAL lost fifty-five pounds in two
weeks. It took almost two years for Day to physically recover from his
injuries, although he still deals with pain. Like so many veterans, doctors
diagnosed Day with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain
Injury -- the invisible wounds of war. Perfectly Wounded is the
remarkable story of an American hero whose incredible survival defies
explanation, and whose blessed life of service continues in the face of
unimaginable odds.
Stalking the Red Bear - Peter Sasgen 2009-03-17
Documents the story of a covert submarine espionage operation against
the Soviet Union during the cold war as experienced by a commanding
officer of the U.S.S. Blackfin, a submarine that faced extraordinarily high
risks in the Soviet-controlled waters north of the Arctic Circle.
American Warrior - Gary O'Neal 2013-05-14
The epic story of one of America's greatest soldiers, Ranger Hall of Fame
member Gary O'Neal, who served his country for forty years Chief
Warrant Officer Gary O'Neal is no ordinary soldier. For nearly forty
years, he has fought America's enemies, becoming one of the greatest
Warriors this nation has ever known. Part Native American, O'Neal was
trained in both military combat and the ways of his native people,
combining his commitment to freedom with his respect for the enemy,
his technical fighting skills with his fierce warrior spirit. From his first
tour in Vietnam at seventeen to fighting in both Gulf wars, O'Neal was
nothing less than a super soldier. A minefield of aggression bordering on
a justice-seeking vigilante, O'Neal kept fighting even when wounded,
refusing to surrender in the face of nine serious injuries and being left
more than once. O'Neal earned countless military honors as a member of
the elite Army Rangers corps, a founding member of the legendary first
Department of Defense antiterrorist team, a member of the Golden
Knights Parachuting Team, and more, devoting his life to training the
next generation of soldiers. His unbelievable true stories are both
shocking and moving, a reminder of what it means to be a true American
hero. In O'Neal's own words, he "wasn't born a warrior"—life made him
one. American Warrior will serve as inspiration for American men and
women in uniform today, as well as appeal to the countless veterans who
served their country alongside O'Neal.
Fields of Fire - James Webb 2019-04-29
James Webb’s classic, scorching novel of the Vietnam War. They each
had their reasons for becoming a Marine. They each had their illusions.
Goodrich came fresh from Harvard. Snake got the tattoo before he even
got the uniform. Hodges was haunted by the spirits of family heroes.
Three young men, from vastly different worlds, were plunged into a
white-hot, murderous melting pot of jungle warfare in the An Hoa Basin,
Vietnam, 1969. They had no way of knowing what awaited them. For
nothing could have prepared them for the madness of what they found.
And in the heat and horror of battle they took on new identities, took on
each other, and were reborn in fields of fire... Fields of Fire is a searing
story of poetic power, razor-sharp observation, and non-stop combat,
perfect for fans of Tim O’Brien, Karl Marlantes and Apocalypse Now.
Praise for Fields of Fire ‘Few writers since Stephen Crane have
portrayed men at war with such a ring of steely truth’ The Houston Post
‘A novel of such fullness and impact, one is tempted to compare it to
Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead’The Oregonian ‘Webb gives us
an extraordinary range of acutely observed people, not one a stereotype
... Fields of Fire is a stunner’ Newsweek ‘Webb pulls off the scabs and
looks directly, unflinchingly on the open wounds of the Sixties’
Philadelphia Inquirer ‘The unmistakable sound of truth’ Time
The Outpost - Jake Tapper 2020-09
The Chosen Few - Gregg Zoroya 2017-02-14
The never-before-told story of one of the most decorated units in the war
in Afghanistan and its fifteen-month ordeal that culminated in the 2008
Battle of Wanat, the war's deadliest A single company of US
paratroopers--calling themselves the "Chosen Few"--arrived in eastern
Afghanistan in late 2007 hoping to win the hearts and minds of the
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remote mountain people and extend the Afghan government's reach into
this wilderness. Instead, they spent the next fifteen months in a
desperate struggle, living under almost continuous attack, forced into a
slow and grinding withdrawal, and always outnumbered by Taliban
fighters descending on them from all sides. Month after month, rocketpropelled grenades, rockets, and machine-gun fire poured down on the
isolated and exposed paratroopers as America's focus and military
resources shifted to Iraq. Just weeks before the paratroopers were to go
home, they faced their last--and toughest--fight. Near the village of
Wanat in Nuristan province, an estimated three hundred enemy fighters
surrounded about fifty of the Chosen Few and others defending a
partially finished combat base. Nine died and more than two dozen were
wounded that day in July 2008, making it arguably the bloodiest battle of
the war in Afghanistan. The Chosen Few would return home tempered by
war. Two among them would receive the Medal of Honor. All of them
would be forever changed.
Into the Fire - Dakota Meyer 2012-09-25
“The story of what Dakota did . . . will be told for
generations.”—President Barack Obama, from remarks given at Meyer’s
Medal of Honor ceremony In the fall of 2009, Taliban insurgents
ambushed a patrol of Afghan soldiers and Marine advisors in a mountain
village called Ganjigal. Firing from entrenched positions, the enemy was
positioned to wipe out one hundred men who were pinned down and
were repeatedly refused artillery support. Ordered to remain behind with
the vehicles, twenty-one year-old Marine corporal Dakota Meyer
disobeyed orders and attacked to rescue his comrades. With a brave
driver at the wheel, Meyer stood in the gun turret exposed to withering
fire, rallying Afghan troops to follow. Over the course of the five hours,
he charged into the valley time and again. Employing a variety of
machine guns, rifles, grenade launchers, and even a rock, Meyer
repeatedly repulsed enemy attackers, carried wounded Afghan soldiers
to safety, and provided cover for dozens of others to escape—supreme
acts of valor and determination. In the end, Meyer and four stalwart
comrades—an Army captain, an Afghan sergeant major, and two
Marines—cleared the battlefield and came to grips with a tragedy they
knew could have been avoided. For his actions on that day, Meyer
became the first living Marine in three decades to be awarded the Medal
of Honor. Into the Fire tells the full story of the chaotic battle of Ganjigal
for the first time, in a compelling, human way that reveals it as a
microcosm of our recent wars. Meyer takes us from his upbringing on a
farm in Kentucky, through his Marine and sniper training, onto the
battlefield, and into the vexed aftermath of his harrowing exploits in a
battle that has become the stuff of legend. Investigations ensued, even as
he was pitched back into battle alongside U.S. Army soldiers who
embraced him as a fellow grunt. When it was over, he returned to the
States to confront living with the loss of his closest friends. This is a tale
of American values and upbringing, of stunning heroism, and of adjusting
to loss and to civilian life. We see it all through Meyer’s eyes, bullet by
bullet, with raw honesty in telling of both the errors that resulted in
tragedy and the resolve of American soldiers, U.S. Marines, and Afghan
soldiers who’d been abandoned and faced certain death. Meticulously
researched and thrillingly told, with nonstop pace and vivid detail, Into
the Fire is the unvarnished story of a modern American hero. Praise for
Into the Fire “A story of men at their best and at their worst . . . leaves
you gaping in admiration at Medal of Honor winner Dakota Meyer’s
courage.”—National Review “Meyer’s dazzling bravery wasn’t
momentary or impulsive but deliberate and sustained.”—The Wall Street
Journal “[A] cathartic, heartfelt account . . . Combat memoirs don’t get
any more personal.”—Kirkus Reviews “A great contribution to the
discussion of an agonizingly complex subject.”—The Virginian-Pilot
“Black Hawk Down meets Lone Survivor.”—Library Journal
Lone Survivor - Marcus Luttrell 2007-06-12
The inspiration for a major motion picture by Mark Wahlberg: A Navy
SEAL's firsthand account of American heroism during a secret military
operation in Afghanistan. On a clear night in late June 2005, four U.S.
Navy SEALs left their base in northern Afghanistan for the mountainous
Pakistani border. Their mission was to capture or kill a notorious al
Qaeda leader known to be ensconced in a Taliban stronghold surrounded
by a small but heavily armed force. Less then twenty-four hours later,
only one of those Navy SEALs remained alive. This is the story of fire
team leader Marcus Luttrell, the sole survivor of Operation Redwing, and
the desperate battle in the mountains that led, ultimately, to the largest
loss of life in Navy SEAL history. But it is also, more than anything, the
story of his teammates, who fought ferociously beside him until he was
the last one left-blasted unconscious by a rocket grenade, blown over a
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cliff, but still armed and still breathing. Over the next four days, badly
injured and presumed dead, Luttrell fought off six al Qaeda assassins
who were sent to finish him, then crawled for seven miles through the
mountains before he was taken in by a Pashtun tribe, who risked
everything to protect him from the encircling Taliban killers. A six-footfive-inch Texan, Leading Petty Officer Luttrell takes us, blow by blow,
through the brutal training of America's warrior elite and the relentless
rites of passage required by the Navy SEALs. He transports us to a
monstrous battle fought in the desolate peaks of Afghanistan, where the
beleaguered American team plummeted headlong a thousand feet down
a mountain as they fought back through flying shale and rocks. In this
rich, moving chronicle of courage, honor, and patriotism, Marcus Luttrell
delivers one of the most powerful narratives ever written about modern
warfare -- and a tribute to his teammates, who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country.
Living with Honor - Salvatore Giunta 2013-07-09
A Medal of Honor recipient shares the story of his military career,
recounting his deployment to Afghanistan's volatile Korengal Valley and
his life-risking efforts to provide medical aid to wounded fellow soldiers
during an October 2007 Taliban ambush.
And the Whole Mountain Burned - Ray McPadden 2018-11-06
Four-tour combat veteran Ray McPadden offers a vivid portrayal of
American soldiers facing an unseen enemy and death in the Mountains of
Afghanistan. Sergeant Nick Burch has returned to the crags of tribal
Afghanistan seeking vengeance. Burch's platoon has one goal: to capture
or kill an elusive insurgent, known as the Egyptian, a leader who is as
much myth as he is man, highly revered and guarded by ferocious
guerrillas. The soldiers of Burch's platoon look to him for leadership, but
as the Egyptian slips farther out of reach, so too does Burch's battleworn grasp on reality. Private Danny Shane, the youngest soldier in the
platoon, is learning how to survive. For Shane, hunting the Egyptian is
secondary. First he must adapt to the savage conditions of the
battlefield: crippling heat, ravenous sand fleas, winds thick with
moondust, and a vast mountain range that holds many secrets. Shane is
soon chiseled by combat, shackled by loyalty, and unflinchingly marching
toward a battle from which there is no return. A new enemy has
emerged, one who has studied the American soldiers and adapted to
their tactics. Known as Habibullah, a teenage son of the people, he
stands in brazen defiance of the Ameriki who have come to destroy what
his ancestors have built. The American soldiers may be tracking the
Egyptian, but Habibullah is tracking them, and he knows these lands far
better than they do. With guns on full-auto, Shane and Burch trek into
the deepest solitudes of the Himalayas. Under soaring peaks, dark
instinct is laid bare. To survive, Shane and Burch must defeat not just
Habibullah's militia but the beast inside themselves. And the Whole
Mountain Burned reveals, in stunning, ruthless detail, the horrors of war,
the courage of soldiers, and the fact that no matter how many enemies
we vanquish, there is always another just over the next ridge.
Red Platoon - Clinton Romesha 2017-05-02
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The only comprehensive,
firsthand account of the fourteen-hour firefight at the Battle of Keating in
Afghanistan by Medal of Honor recipient Clinton Romesha, for readers of
Black Hawk Down by Mark Bowden and Lone Survivor by Marcus
Luttrell. “‘It doesn't get better.’ To us, that phrase nailed one of the
essential truths, maybe even the essential truth, about being stuck at an
outpost whose strategic and tactical vulnerabilities were so glaringly
obvious to every soldier who had ever set foot in that place that the name
itself—Keating—had become a kind of backhanded joke.” In 2009,
Clinton Romesha of Red Platoon and the rest of the Black Knight Troop
were preparing to shut down Command Outpost (COP) Keating, the most
remote and inaccessible in a string of bases built by the US military in
Nuristan and Kunar in the hope of preventing Taliban insurgents from
moving freely back and forth between Afghanistan and Pakistan. Three
years after its construction, the army was finally ready to concede what
the men on the ground had known immediately: it was simply too
isolated and too dangerous to defend. On October 3, 2009, after years of
constant smaller attacks, the Taliban finally decided to throw everything
they had at Keating. The ensuing fourteen-hour battle—and eventual
victory—cost eight men their lives. Red Platoon is the riveting firsthand
account of the Battle of Keating, told by Romesha, who spearheaded both
the defense of the outpost and the counterattack that drove the Taliban
back beyond the wire and received the Medal of Honor for his actions.
First Platoon - Annie Jacobsen 2022-01-25
A powerful story of war in our time, of love of country, the experience of
tragedy, and a platoon at the center of it all. This is a story that starts off
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close and goes very big. The initial part of the story might sound familiar
at first: it is about a platoon of mostly nineteen-year-old boys sent to
Afghanistan, and an experience that ends abruptly in catastrophe. Their
part of the story folds into the next: inexorably linked to those soldiers
and never comprehensively reported before is the U.S. Department of
Defense’s quest to build the world’s most powerful biometrics database,
with the ability to identify, monitor, catalog, and police people all over
the world. First Platoon is an American saga that illuminates a
transformation of society made possible by this new technology. Part war
story, part legal drama, it is about identity in the age of identification.
About humanity—physical bravery, trauma, PTSD, a yearning to do right
and good—in the age of biometrics, which reduce people to iris scans,
fingerprint scans, voice patterning, detection by odor, gait, and more.
And about the power of point of view in a burgeoning surveillance state.
Based on hundreds of formerly classified documents, FOIA requests, and
exclusive interviews, First Platoon is an investigative exposé by a master
chronicler of government secrets. First Platoon reveals a post–9/11
Pentagon whose identification machines have grown more capable than
the humans who must make sense of them. A Pentagon so powerful it can
cover up its own internal mistakes in pursuit of endless wars. And a
people at its mercy, in its last moments before a fundamental change so
complete it might be impossible to take back.
Pale Horse - Jimmy Blackmon 2016-03-08
Pale Horse is the remarkable never-before-told true story of an army
aviation task force during combat in the Afghan War, told by the
commanding officer who was there. Set in the very valleys where the
attacks of 9/11 were conceived, and where ten Medals of Honor have
been earned since that fateful day the war began, the narrative races
from ferocious firefights and bravery in battle to the quiet moments
where the courageous men and women of Task Force Pale Horse catch
their breath before they take to the skies again. Jimmy F. Blackmon
writes with a power and hard-hitting honesty that leaps off the page. He
has the respect of the men and women of his brigade, and a command of
the narrative to tell their story. From pilots of lethal Apache attack
helicopters who strike fear in their enemies to the medevac soldiers who
risk their lives daily, these are warriors from a variety of backgrounds
who learned selflessness and found the closest brotherhood they ever
knew through the crucible of war. Pale Horse both honors and
commemorates the service of this elite task force from the unique
vantage point of the commander who led them in battle.
Lone Survivor - Marcus Luttrell 2014
In June 2005 four US Navy SEALs left their base in Afghanistan for the
Pakistani border. Their mission was to capture or kill a notorious alQaeda leader known to be ensconced in a Taliban stronghold surrounded
by a small but heavily armed force. Less than twenty-four hours later,
only one of those Navy SEALs was alive. This is the story of team leader
Marcus Luttrell, the sole survivor of Operation Redwing. Blasted
unconscious by a rocket grenade, blown over a cliff, but still armed and
still breathing, Luttrell endured four desperate days fighting the alQaeda assassins sent to kill him, before finding unlikely sanctuary with a
Pashtun tribe who risked everything to protect him from the circling
Taliban killers.
House to House - David Bellavia 2012-12-25
On 8 November 2004, the largest battle of the War on Terror began, with
the US Army's assault on Fallujah and its network of tens of thousands of
insurgents hiding in fortified bunkers, on rooftops, and inside boobytrapped houses. For Sgt. David Bellavia of 3rd Platoon, Alpha Company,
it quickly turned into a battle on foot, from street to street and house to
house. On the second day, he and his men laid siege to a mosque, only to
be driven to a rooftop and surrounded, before heavy artillery could
smash through to rescue them. By the third day, Bellavia charges an
insurgent-filled house and finds himself trapped with six enemy fighters.
One by one, he shoots, wrestles, stabs, and kills five of them, until his
men arrive to take care of the final target. It is one of the most hairraising battle stories of any age -- yet it does not spell the end of
Bellavia's service. It would take serveral more weeks before the Battle of
Fallujah finally came to a close, with Bellavia, miraculously, alive. In the
words of the author: "HOUSE TO HOUSE holds nothing back. It is a raw,
gritty look at killing and combat and how men react to it. It is gutwrenching, shocking and brutal. It is honest. It is not a glorification of
war. Yet it will not shy from acknowledging this: sometimes it takes
something as terrible as war for the full beauty of the human spirit to
emerge."
Red Metal - Mark Greaney 2019-07-16
A Russian military strike against Europe could change the balance of
red-platoon-a-true-story-of-american-valor

power in the West. A stunningly realistic view of modern warfare from a
battlefield commander and the New York Times bestselling author of The
Gray Man. The Russian bear has awakened. Their tanks race across
Poland crushing all opposition on a headlong dash for the heart of
Germany. Satellite killing missiles blind American forces while Spetznatz
teams destroy Allied communications relays. It's all part of a master plan
to confuse and defeat America and her allies. Ranged against the Russian
attack are a Marine lieutenant colonel pulled out of a cushy job at the
Pentagon and thrown into the fray, a French Special Forces captain and
his intelligence operative father, a young Polish female partisan fighter,
an A-10 Warthog pilot, and the captain of an American tank platoon who,
along with a German sergeant, struggle to keep a small group of
American and German tanks in the fight. Operation Red Metal is a
nightmare scenario made real but could it just be the first move on the
Russian chessboard?
Alpha - David Philipps 2021-08-24
An “infuriating, fast-paced” (The Washington Post) account of the Navy
SEALs of Alpha platoon, the startling accusations against their chief,
Eddie Gallagher, and the courtroom battle that exposed the dark
underbelly of America’s special forces—from a Pulitzer Prize–winning
reporter WINNER OF THE COLORADO BOOK AWARD • “Nearly
impossible to put down.”—Jon Krakauer, New York Times bestselling
author of Where Men Win Glory and Into the Wild In this “brilliantly
written” (The New York Times Book Review) and startling account,
Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times correspondent David Philipps
reveals a powerful moral crucible, one that would define the American
military during the years of combat that became known as “the forever
war.” When the Navy SEALs of Alpha platoon returned from their 2017
deployment to Iraq, a group of them reported their chief, Eddie
Gallagher, for war crimes, alleging that he’d stabbed a prisoner in cold
blood and taken lethal sniper shots at unarmed civilians. The story of
Alpha’s war, both in Iraq and in the shocking trial that followed the
men’s accusations, would complicate the SEALs’ post-9/11 hero
narrative, turning brothers-in-arms against one another and bringing into
stark relief the choice that elite soldiers face between loyalty to their unit
and to their country. One of the great stories written about American
special forces, Alpha is by turns a battlefield drama, a courtroom thriller,
and a compelling examination of how soldiers define themselves and live
with the decisions in the heat of combat.
SEAL Team Six - Howard E. Wasdin 2011-05-10
The New York Times best selling book that takes you inside SEAL Team
Six – the covert squad that killed Osama Bin Laden SEAL Team Six is a
secret unit tasked with counterterrorism, hostage rescue, and
counterinsurgency. In this dramatic, behind-the-scenes chronicle,
Howard Wasdin takes readers deep inside the world of Navy SEALS and
Special Forces snipers, beginning with the grueling selection process of
Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S)—the toughest and longest
military training in the world. After graduating, Wasdin faced new
challenges. First there was combat in Operation Desert Storm as a
member of SEAL Team Two. Then the Green Course: the selection
process to join the legendary SEAL Team Six, with a curriculum that
included practiced land warfare to unarmed combat. More than learning
how to pick a lock, they learned how to blow the door off its hinges.
Finally as a member of SEAL Team Six he graduated from the most
storied and challenging sniper program in the country: The Marine's
Scout Sniper School. Eventually, of the 18 snipers in SEAL Team Six,
Wasdin became the best—which meant one of the best snipers on the
planet. Less than half a year after sniper school, he was fighting for his
life. The mission: capture or kill Somalian warlord Mohamed Farrah
Aidid. From rooftops, helicopters and alleys, Wasdin hunted Aidid and
killed his men whenever possible. But everything went quickly to hell
when his small band of soldiers found themselves fighting for their lives,
cut off from help, and desperately trying to rescue downed comrades
during a routine mission. The Battle of Mogadishu, as it become known,
left 18 American soldiers dead and 73 wounded. Howard Wasdin had
both of his legs nearly blown off while engaging the enemy. His dramatic
combat tales combined with inside details of becoming one of the world's
deadliest snipers make this one of the most explosive military memoirs in
years.
The Hardest Place - Wesley Morgan 2022-03-01
COLBY AWARD WINNER • “One of the most important books to come
out of the Afghanistan war.”—Foreign Policy “A saga of courage and
futility, of valor and error and heartbreak.”—Rick Atkinson, author of the
Liberation Trilogy and The British Are Coming Of the many battlefields
on which U.S. troops and intelligence operatives fought in Afghanistan,
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and deft precision -- even in the face of life-threatening danger. Drawing
from firsthand accounts, classified documents, dramatic video footage,
and extensive interviews with leaders and survivors of the operation,
Alone at Dawn is the story of an extraordinary man's brave last stand and
the brotherhood that forged him.
Ghosts of War - Ryan Smithson 2009-04-21
In this extraordinary and harrowing memoir, follow one GI’s tour of duty
as Ryan Smithson brings readers inside a world that few understand.
This is no ordinary teenager’s story. Instead of opting for college life,
Ryan Smithson joined the Army Reserve when he was seventeen. Two
years later, he was deployed to Iraq as an Army engineer. His story—and
the stories of thousands of other soldiers—is nothing like what you see
on CNN or read about in the New York Times. This unforgettable story
about combat, friendship, fear, and a soldier’s commitment to his country
peels back the curtain on the realities of war in a story all Americans
should read.
The Outpost - Jake Tapper 2012-11-13
The basis of the film starring Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood, The
Outpost is the heartbreaking and inspiring story of one of America's
deadliest battles during the war in Afghanistan, acclaimed by critics
everywhere as a classic. At 5:58 AM on October 3rd, 2009, Combat
Outpost Keating, located in frighteningly vulnerable terrain in
Afghanistan just 14 miles from the Pakistani border, was viciously
attacked. Though the 53 Americans there prevailed against nearly 400
Taliban fighters, their casualties made it the deadliest fight of the war for
the U.S. that year. Four months after the battle, a Pentagon review
revealed that there was no reason for the troops at Keating to have been
there in the first place. In The Outpost, Jake Tapper gives us the
powerful saga of COP Keating, from its establishment to eventual
destruction, introducing us to an unforgettable cast of soldiers and their
families, and to a place and war that has remained profoundly distant to
most Americans. A runaway bestseller, it makes a savage war real, and
American courage manifest. "The Outpost is a mind-boggling, all-too-true
story of heroism, hubris, failed strategy, and heartbreaking sacrifice. If
you want to understand how the war in Afghanistan went off the rails,
you need to read this book." -- Jon Krakauer

one remote corner of the country stands as a microcosm of the American
campaign: the Pech and its tributary valleys in Kunar and Nuristan. The
area’s rugged, steep terrain and thick forests made it a natural hiding
spot for local insurgents and international terrorists alike, and it came to
represent both the valor and futility of America’s two-decade-long Afghan
war. Drawing on reporting trips, hundreds of interviews, and
documentary research, Wesley Morgan reveals the history of the war in
this iconic region, captures the culture and reality of the conflict through
both American and Afghan eyes, and reports on the snowballing
missteps—some kept secret from even the troops fighting there—that
doomed the American mission. The Hardest Place is the story of one of
the twenty-first century’s most unforgiving battlefields and a portrait of
the American military that fought there.
Alone at Dawn - Dan Schilling 2019-06-25
The New York Times bestselling true account of John Chapman, Medal of
Honor recipient and Special Ops Combat Controller, and his heroic oneman stand during the Afghan War, as he sacrificed his life to save the
lives of twenty-three comrades-in-arms. In the predawn hours of March
4, 2002, just below the 10,469-foot peak of a mountain in eastern
Afghanistan, a fierce battle raged. Outnumbered by Al Qaeda fighters,
Air Force Combat Controller John Chapman and a handful of Navy SEALs
struggled to take the summit in a desperate bid to find a lost teammate.
Chapman, leading the charge, was gravely wounded in the initial assault.
Believing he was dead, his SEAL leader ordered a retreat. Chapman
regained consciousness alone, with the enemy closing in on three sides.
John Chapman's subsequent display of incredible valor -- first saving the
lives of his SEAL teammates and then, knowing he was mortally
wounded, single-handedly engaging two dozen hardened fighters to save
the lives of an incoming rescue squad -- posthumously earned him the
Medal of Honor. Chapman is the first airman in nearly fifty years to be
given the distinction reserved for America's greatest heroes. Alone at
Dawn is also a behind-the-scenes look at the Air Force Combat
Controllers: the world's deadliest and most versatile special operations
force, whose members must not only exceed the qualifications of Navy
SEAL and Army Delta Force teams but also act with sharp decisiveness
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