Japanese Mind Understanding Contemporary Culture
Eventually, you will utterly discover a supplementary experience and endowment by spending more cash. still when? accomplish you bow to that you
require to acquire those every needs once having significantly cash? Why dont you try to get something basic in the beginning? Thats something that
will lead you to comprehend even more as regards the globe, experience, some places, later than history, amusement, and a lot more?
It is your completely own get older to exploit reviewing habit. in the midst of guides you could enjoy now is Japanese Mind Understanding
Contemporary Culture below.

Japanese Mind - Roger J. Davies 2011-06-14
In The Japanese Mind, Roger Davies offers Westerners an invaluable key
to the unique aspects of Japanese culture. Readers of this book will gain
a clear understanding of what makes the Japanese, and their society,
tick. Among the topics explored: aimai (ambiguity), amae (dependence
upon others' benevolence), amakudari (the nation's descent from
heaven), chinmoku (silence in communication), gambari (perseverance),
giri (social obligation), haragei (literally, "belly art"; implicit, unspoken
communication), kenkyo (the appearance of modesty), sempai-kohai
(seniority), wabi-sabi (simplicity and elegance), and zoto (gift giving), as
well as discussions of child-rearing, personal space, and the roles of
women in Japanese society. It includes discussion topics and questions
after each chapter. All in all, this book is an easy-to-use introduction to
the distinguishing characteristics of Japanese society; an invaluable
resource for anyone—business people, travelers, or students—perfect for
course adoption, but also for anyone interested in Japanese culture. Next
in this series: Now available separately, Japanese Culture: The Religious
and Philosophical Foundations is a fascinating journey through Japan's
rich cultural history.
Communities in Action - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine 2017-04-27
In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities
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in health than others. Those disparities are caused not only by
fundamental differences in health status across segments of the
population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health
status, so-called determinants of health. Only part of an individual's
health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; communitywide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate
housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying
neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic
and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape lives.
When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean
they are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social policies
that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action:
Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the
solutions to health inequities in the United States. This report focuses on
what communities can do to promote health equity, what actions are
needed by the many and varied stakeholders that are part of
communities or support them, as well as the root causes and structural
barriers that need to be overcome.
Kafka on the Shore - Haruki Murakami 2005-01-18
Kafka on the Shore displays one of the world’s great storytellers at the
peak of his powers. Here we meet a teenage boy, Kafka Tamura, who is
on the run, and Nakata, an aging simpleton who is drawn to Kafka for
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reasons that he cannot fathom. As their paths converge, acclaimed
author Haruki Murakami enfolds readers in a world where cats talk, fish
fall from the sky, and spirits slip out of their bodies to make love or
commit murder, in what is a truly remarkable journey.
Why Be Happy? - Scott Haas 2020-07-07
This beautiful and practical guide to ukeireru, the Japanese principle of
acceptance, offers a path to well-being and satisfaction for the anxious
and exhausted. Looking for greater peace and satisfaction? Look no
further than the Japanese concept of ukeireru, or acceptance.
Psychologist Scott Haas offers an elegant, practical, and life-changing
look at ways we can reduce anxiety and stress and increase overall wellbeing. By learning and practicing ukeireru, you can: Profoundly improve
your relationships, with a greater focus on listening, finding
commonalities, and intuiting Find calm in ritualizing things such as
making coffee, drinking tea, and even having a cocktail Embrace the
importance of baths and naps Show respect for self and others, which
has a remarkably calming effect on everyone Learn to listen more than
you talk Tidy up your life by downsizing experiences and relationships
that offer more stress than solace Cultivate practical ways of dealing
with anger, fear, and arguments -- the daily tensions that take up so
much of our lives By practicing acceptance, we learn to pause, take in
the situation, and then deciding on a course of action that reframes
things. Why Be Happy? Discover a place of contentment and peace in
this harried world.
Sherlock Holmes and Philosophy - Josef Steiff 2011
The best and wisest of men or a heartless machine? Crusader for justice
or cynical egoist? Mr. Holmes, the brain of Baker Street, continues to
fascinate, to baffle, and to be interpreted very differently—by, among
others, Basil Rathbone, Jeremy Brett, Robert Downey Jr., and Benedict
Cumberbatch, without losing his unmistakable identity. Sherlock Holmes
and Philosophy applies observation and deduction to the ultimate “three
pipe problem,” the meaning of Sherlock Holmes. -- Cover p. [4] and
publisher's website.
The Book of Yokai - Michael Dylan Foster 2015-01-14
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Monsters, ghosts, fantastic beings, and supernatural phenomena of all
sorts haunt the folklore and popular culture of Japan. Broadly labeled
yokai, these creatures come in infinite shapes and sizes, from tengu
mountain goblins and kappa water spirits to shape-shifting foxes and
long-tongued ceiling-lickers. Currently popular in anime, manga, film,
and computer games, many yokai originated in local legends, folktales,
and regional ghost stories. Drawing on years of research in Japan,
Michael Dylan Foster unpacks the history and cultural context of yokai,
tracing their roots, interpreting their meanings, and introducing people
who have hunted them through the ages. In this delightful and accessible
narrative, readers will explore the roles played by these mysterious
beings within Japanese culture and will also learn of their abundance and
variety through detailed entries, some with original illustrations, on more
than fifty individual creatures. The Book of Yokai provides a lively
excursion into Japanese folklore and its ever-expanding influence on
global popular culture. It also invites readers to examine how people
create, transmit, and collect folklore, and how they make sense of the
mysteries in the world around them. By exploring yokai as a concept, we
can better understand broader processes of tradition, innovation,
storytelling, and individual and communal creativity. Ê
Etiquette Guide to Japan - Boye Lafayette De Mente 2011-12-20
Farewell to faux pas! Minding your manners is an acquired skill, but
what serves you well elsewhere could trip you up in Japan. Save yourself
possible embarrassment with Etiquette Guide to Japan. An inside look at
Japanese social graces, it answers all the questions of the thoughtful
traveler. Extensive, specific information on Japanese business etiquette
assists readers traveling to Japan for business. Although often
overshadowed by a modern facade, long–standing traditional aspects of
Japan's culture still influence the country and almost everyone in it.
Concrete evidence of this traditional culture can be seen everywhere—in
the ancient arts and crafts that are still important parts of everyday life,
in the many shrines and temples that dot the nation, and in the modern
comeback of traditional fashions such as kimono and yakata robes. To
many Western visitors, however, the most obvious example of this
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traditional culture's strength is the unique etiquette of the Japanese. Like
many nations, Japan has experienced vast political, social, and economic
change over the past century. But enough of Japan's traditional etiquette
remains to set the Japanese apart socially and psychologically, and to
make success in socializing and doing business with them a special
challenge for Westerners. About this new version: This updated and
expanded edition of the best-selling Japanese etiquette guide addresses
not just the puzzling protocols relating to name cards, bowing or shaking
hands, bathrooms and public baths—but also what to do when
entertaining Japanese dinner guests, attending a Japanese tea ceremony,
taking the subway, and much more! It also provides the latest etiquette
in mobile phone manners, texting, social media and other forms of digital
communication. The glossary at the back of the book has been revised to
include the latest technology-related words and expressions used by
Japanese today. Two new chapters address the changing role of
foreigners in the workplace and the contemporary business style and
etiquette used by the younger generation of Japanese who are now
increasingly cosmopolitan—but still very Japanese!
The Japanese Mind - Charles A. Moore 1982-01-01
A collection of essays that provide insight into Japanese culture. This
book is a great buy for anyone interested in Japan.
Modern Japan - Aleksandr Fedorovich Prasol 2010
The book takes a fresh look at modern Japan, and does not treat the
Japanese as enigmatic or mysterious people; their ways of thinking and
their culture can be explained by an honest appraisal of their history and
of the norms that have shaped this history. This book not only reveals the
mentality and national character of modern Japanese people but also
attempts to explore and analyze the roots of their mannerisms. Everyone
knows that the Japanese are generally more polite than other
nationalities, but why is this so? Why do they embrace a relaxed attitude
when being served by others? Surely, there must be specific reasons to
account for these observations. Delving into the social values of the
Japanese, why do they value loyalty and commitment so much? How long
have they been upholding these virtues? Why, when interrogated by the
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

police, even without being beaten or tortured, do they easily confess guilt
for crimes that they have not committed? What are the reasons for such
behaviors? All these questions and more are answered in this engaging
and illuminating book.
Zen and Japanese Culture - Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki 1970
One of this century's leading works on Zen, this book is a valuable source
for those wishing to understand its concepts in the context of Japanese
life and art. In simple, often poetic, language, Daisetz Suzuki describes
what Zen is, how it evolved, and how its emphasis on primitive simplicity
and self-effacement have helped to shape an aesthetics found throughout
Japanese culture. He explores the surprising role of Zen in the
philosophy of the samurai, and subtly portrays the relationship between
Zen and swordsmanship, haiku, tea ceremonies, and the Japanese love of
nature. Suzuki's contemplative discussion is enhanced by anecdotes,
poetry, and illustrations showing silk screens, calligraphy, and examples
of architecture.
The Sailor who Fell from Grace with the Sea - Yukio Mishima
2010-01-26
A band of savage thirteen-year-old boys reject the adult world as illusory,
hypocritical, and sentimental, and train themselves in a brutal
callousness they call 'objectivity'. When the mother of one of them begins
an affair with a ship's officer, he and his friends idealise the man at first;
but it is not long before they conclude that he is in fact soft and
romantic. They regard this disallusionment as an act of betrayal on his
part - and the retribution is deliberate and horrifying.
Japanese Frames of Mind - Hidetada Shimizu 2001
Japanese Frames of Mind asks, 'What challenge does Japanese
psychology offer to Western psychology'?
Hiroshima - John Hersey 2020-06-23
Hiroshima is the story of six people—a clerk, a widowed seamstress, a
physician, a Methodist minister, a young surgeon, and a German Catholic
priest—who lived through the greatest single manmade disaster in
history. In vivid and indelible prose, Pulitzer Prize–winner John Hersey
traces the stories of these half-dozen individuals from 8:15 a.m. on
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August 6, 1945, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atomic bomb
ever dropped on a city, through the hours and days that followed. Almost
four decades after the original publication of this celebrated book,
Hersey went back to Hiroshima in search of the people whose stories he
had told, and his account of what he discovered is now the eloquent and
moving final chapter of Hiroshima.
The Japanese Lover - Isabel Allende 2015-11-03
From New York Times bestselling author Isabel Allende, “a magical and
sweeping” (Publishers Weekly, starred review) love story and
multigenerational epic that stretches from San Francisco in the presentday to Poland and the United States during World War II. In 1939, as
Poland falls under the shadow of the Nazis, young Alma Belasco’s
parents send her away to live in safety with an aunt and uncle in their
opulent mansion in San Francisco. There, as the rest of the world goes to
war, she encounters Ichimei Fukuda, the quiet and gentle son of the
family’s Japanese gardener. Unnoticed by those around them, a tender
love affair begins to blossom. Following the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, the two are cruelly pulled apart as Ichimei and his family—like
thousands of other Japanese Americans—are declared enemies and
forcibly relocated to internment camps run by the United States
government. Throughout their lifetimes, Alma and Ichimei reunite again
and again, but theirs is a love that they are forever forced to hide from
the world. Decades later, Alma is nearing the end of her long and
eventful life. Irina Bazili, a care worker struggling to come to terms with
her own troubled past, meets the elderly woman and her grandson, Seth,
at San Francisco’s charmingly eccentric Lark House nursing home. As
Irina and Seth forge a friendship, they become intrigued by a series of
mysterious gifts and letters sent to Alma, eventually learning about
Ichimei and this extraordinary secret passion that has endured for nearly
seventy years. Sweeping through time and spanning generations and
continents, The Japanese Lover is written with the same keen
understanding of her characters that Isabel Allende has been known for
since her landmark first novel The House of the Spirits. The Japanese
Lover is a moving tribute to the constancy of the human heart in a world
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

of unceasing change.
Japanese Culture - Roger J. Davies 2016-08-09
Japanese Culture: The Religious and Philosophical Foundations takes
readers on a thoroughly researched and extremely readable journey
through Japan's cultural history. This much-anticipated sequel to Roger
Davies's best-selling The Japanese Mind provides a comprehensive
overview of the religion and philosophy of Japan. This cultural history of
Japan explains the diverse cultural traditions that underlie modern Japan
and offers readers deep insights into Japanese manners and etiquette.
Davies begins with an investigation of the origins of the Japanese,
followed by an analysis of the most important approaches used by
scholars to describe the essential elements of Japanese culture. From
there, each chapter focuses on one of the formative elements: Shintoism,
Buddhism, Taoism, Zen, Confucianism, and Western influences in the
modern era. Each chapter is concluded with extensive endnotes along
with thought-provoking discussion activities, making this volume ideal
for individual readers and for classroom instruction. Anyone interested in
pursuing a deeper understanding of this complex and fascinating nation
will find Davies's work an invaluable resource.
No Longer Human - 太宰治 1958
A young man describes his torment as he struggles to reconcile the
diverse influences of Western culture and the traditions of his own
Japanese heritage
The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in An Age of
Diminishing Expectations - Christopher Lasch 2018-10-23
The classic New York Times bestseller, with a new introduction by E.J.
Dionne Jr. When The Culture of Narcissism was first published in 1979,
Christopher Lasch was hailed as a “biblical prophet” (Time). Lasch’s
identification of narcissism as not only an individual ailment but also a
burgeoning social epidemic was groundbreaking. His diagnosis of
American culture is even more relevant today, predicting the limitless
expansion of the anxious and grasping narcissistic self into every part of
American life. The Culture of Narcissism offers an astute and urgent
analysis of what we need to know in these troubled times.
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Parenting Matters - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine 2016-11-21
Decades of research have demonstrated that the parent-child dyad and
the environment of the familyâ€"which includes all primary
caregiversâ€"are at the foundation of children's well- being and healthy
development. From birth, children are learning and rely on parents and
the other caregivers in their lives to protect and care for them. The
impact of parents may never be greater than during the earliest years of
life, when a child's brain is rapidly developing and when nearly all of her
or his experiences are created and shaped by parents and the family
environment. Parents help children build and refine their knowledge and
skills, charting a trajectory for their health and well-being during
childhood and beyond. The experience of parenting also impacts parents
themselves. For instance, parenting can enrich and give focus to parents'
lives; generate stress or calm; and create any number of emotions,
including feelings of happiness, sadness, fulfillment, and anger.
Parenting of young children today takes place in the context of
significant ongoing developments. These include: a rapidly growing body
of science on early childhood, increases in funding for programs and
services for families, changing demographics of the U.S. population, and
greater diversity of family structure. Additionally, parenting is
increasingly being shaped by technology and increased access to
information about parenting. Parenting Matters identifies parenting
knowledge, attitudes, and practices associated with positive
developmental outcomes in children ages 0-8; universal/preventive and
targeted strategies used in a variety of settings that have been effective
with parents of young children and that support the identified
knowledge, attitudes, and practices; and barriers to and facilitators for
parents' use of practices that lead to healthy child outcomes as well as
their participation in effective programs and services. This report makes
recommendations directed at an array of stakeholders, for promoting the
wide-scale adoption of effective programs and services for parents and
on areas that warrant further research to inform policy and practice. It is
meant to serve as a roadmap for the future of parenting policy, research,
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

and practice in the United States.
Culture, Mind, and Brain - Laurence J. Kirmayer 2020-09-24
Recent neuroscience research makes it clear that human biology is
cultural biology - we develop and live our lives in socially constructed
worlds that vary widely in their structure values, and institutions. This
integrative volume brings together interdisciplinary perspectives from
the human, social, and biological sciences to explore culture, mind, and
brain interactions and their impact on personal and societal issues.
Contributors provide a fresh look at emerging concepts, models, and
applications of the co-constitution of culture, mind, and brain. Chapters
survey the latest theoretical and methodological insights alongside the
challenges in this area, and describe how these new ideas are being
applied in the sciences, humanities, arts, mental health, and everyday
life. Readers will gain new appreciation of the ways in which our unique
biology and cultural diversity shape behavior and experience, and our
ongoing adaptation to a constantly changing world.
The Mushroom at the End of the World - Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing
2017-09-19
What a rare mushroom can teach us about sustaining life on a fragile
planet Matsutake is the most valuable mushroom in the world—and a
weed that grows in human-disturbed forests across the northern
hemisphere. Through its ability to nurture trees, matsutake helps forests
to grow in daunting places. It is also an edible delicacy in Japan, where it
sometimes commands astronomical prices. In all its contradictions,
matsutake offers insights into areas far beyond just mushrooms and
addresses a crucial question: what manages to live in the ruins we have
made? A tale of diversity within our damaged landscapes, The Mushroom
at the End of the World follows one of the strangest commodity chains of
our times to explore the unexpected corners of capitalism. Here, we
witness the varied and peculiar worlds of matsutake commerce: the
worlds of Japanese gourmets, capitalist traders, Hmong jungle fighters,
industrial forests, Yi Chinese goat herders, Finnish nature guides, and
more. These companions also lead us into fungal ecologies and forest
histories to better understand the promise of cohabitation in a time of
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massive human destruction. By investigating one of the world's most
sought-after fungi, The Mushroom at the End of the World presents an
original examination into the relation between capitalist destruction and
collaborative survival within multispecies landscapes, the prerequisite
for continuing life on earth.
The Man in the High Castle - Philip K. Dick 2011
In a classic work of alternate history, the United States is divided up and
ruled by the Axis powers after the defeat of the Allies during World War
II. Reissue. Winner of the Hugo Award for Best Novel.
Jews in the Japanese Mind - David G. Goodman 2000
Why are the Japanese fascinated with the Jews? By showing that the
modern attitude is the result of a process of accretion begun 200 years
ago, this book describes the development behind Japanese ideas of Jews
and how these images are reflected in their modern intellectual life
The Search for the Beautiful Woman - Cho Kyo 2012-10-16
While a slender body is a prerequisite for beauty today, plump women
were considered ideal in Tang Dynasty China and Heian-period Japan.
Starting around the Southern Song period in China, bound feet
symbolized the attractiveness of women. But in Japan, shaved eyebrows
and blackened teeth long were markers of loveliness. For centuries,
Japanese culture was profoundly shaped by China, but in complex ways
that are only now becoming apparent. In this first full comparative
history of the subject, Cho Kyo explores changing standards of feminine
beauty in China and Japan over the past two millennia. Drawing on a rich
array of literary and artistic sources gathered over a decade of research,
he considers which Chinese representations were rejected or accepted
and transformed in Japan. He then traces the introduction of Western
aesthetics into Japan starting in the Meiji era, leading to slowly
developing but radical changes in representations of beauty. Through
fiction, poetry, art, advertisements, and photographs, the author vividly
demonstrates how criteria of beauty differ greatly by era and culture and
how aesthetic sense changed in the course of extended cultural
transformations that were influenced by both China and the West.
The Mexican Mind! - Boye De Mente 2011-12-01
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

Author Boyé Lafayette De Mente [known internationally known for his
books on the business practices, customs and languages of China, Japan,
Korea and Mexico] asserts that most people are ignorant of the amazing
cultural heritage and character of the Mexican people. He says that
when most people think of great cultural accomplishments they think of
Europe and when they think of the exotic and perhaps the erotic they
think of the Orient, while unknown to them they have overlooked one of
the most unusual and fascinating countries on earth. De Mente uses key
words in the Mexican language to identify and explain the contradictions
and paradoxes of Mexico—the omnipresent trappings of Catholicism, the
macho-cult of Mexican males, the conflicting treatment of females, the
savage brutality of the criminal and the rogue cop, the gentle humility of
the poor farmer, the warmth, kindness and compassion of the average
city dweller and the extreme sensuality of the Mexican mindset. The
book also explains why Mexicans are so attached to the culture and why
so many foreigners find it so seductive and satisfying that they prefer to
live in Mexico.
Chinese Mind - Boye Lafayette De Mente 2011-07-26
The Chinese: understanding a people and their culture through key
words and language. The Chinese Mind pinpoints areas of China's
traditional values and behaviors that play a significant role in the
business and social relationships of the Chinese. It also identifies key
areas of Chinese culture that have changed as a result of the adoption of
a market-based economy and other elements of Western culture. It
includes discussion topics and questions, along with an extensive
selection of Chinese "code words" that explain the essence and role of
key elements of the traditional culture that have survived into modern
times. Covering everything from the importance of Confucius, the great
Chinese philosopher, to the influence of foreign fast food and video
games, this book provides a wide-ranging glimpse into the seemingly
opaque Chinese mind. The Chinese Mind is an excellent overview of
Chinese tradition, history, and culture that is perfect for the classroom,
tourists or outsiders living or doing business in China. Some of the vital
concepts explored here include: Yin and Yang, the search for balance in
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all things Mianji, the importance of face Hong, looking at things
holistically De, the power of virtue Guo cui, the national essence of the
Chinese Zhong fu, the pursuit of insight Bi, unity the Chinese way
The Birth of Korean Cool - Euny Hong 2014-08-14
How did a really unhip country suddenly become cool? How could a
nation that once banned miniskirts, long hair on men and rock 'n' roll
come to mass produce pop music and a K-pop star that would break the
world record for the most YouTube hits? Who would have predicted that
a South Korean company that used to sell fish and fruit (Samsung) would
one day give Apple a run for its money? And just how does South Korea
plan to use pop culture to beat America at its own game. Welcome to
South Korea: The Brand. In The Birth of Korean Cooljournalist Euny
Hong uncovers the roots of the 'Korean Wave': a fanaticism for South
Korean pop culture that has enabled them to make the rest of the world a
captive market for their products by first becoming the world's number
one pop culture manufacturer. South Korea's economic development has
been nothing short of staggering - leapfrogging from third-world to firstworld in just a few years and continuing to grow at a rapid and
unprecedented rate - and for the first time The Birth of Korean Coolwill
give readers exclusive insight into the inner workings of this
extraordinary country; it's past, present and future.
Orientalism - Edward W. Said 2014-10-01
More than three decades after its first publication, Edward Said's
groundbreaking critique of the West's historical, cultural, and political
perceptions of the East has become a modern classic. In this wideranging, intellectually vigorous study, Said traces the origins of
"orientalism" to the centuries-long period during which Europe
dominated the Middle and Near East and, from its position of power,
defined "the orient" simply as "other than" the occident. This entrenched
view continues to dominate western ideas and, because it does not allow
the East to represent itself, prevents true understanding. Essential, and
still eye-opening, Orientalism remains one of the most important books
written about our divided world.
Ishmael - Daniel Quinn 1995-05-01
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One of the most beloved and bestselling novels of spiritual adventure
ever published, Ishmael has earned a passionate following. This special
twenty-fifth anniversary edition features a new foreword and afterword
by the author. “A thoughtful, fearlessly low-key novel about the role of
our species on the planet . . . laid out for us with an originality and a
clarity that few would deny.”—The New York Times Book Review
Teacher Seeks Pupil. Must have an earnest desire to save the world.
Apply in person. It was just a three-line ad in the personals section, but it
launched the adventure of a lifetime. So begins an utterly unique and
captivating novel. It is the story of a man who embarks on a highly
provocative intellectual adventure with a gorilla—a journey of the mind
and spirit that changes forever the way he sees the world and
humankind’s place in it. In Ishmael, which received the Turner Tomorrow
Fellowship for the best work of fiction offering positive solutions to
global problems, Daniel Quinn parses humanity’s origins and its
relationship with nature, in search of an answer to this challenging
question: How can we save the world from ourselves? Explore Daniel
Quinn’s spiritual Ishmael trilogy: ISHMAEL • MY ISHMAEL • THE
STORY OF B Praise for Ishmael “As suspenseful, inventive, and socially
urgent as any fiction or nonfiction you are likely to read this or any other
year.”—The Austin Chronicle “Before we’re halfway through this slim
book . . . we’re in [Daniel Quinn’s] grip, we want Ishmael to teach us how
to save the planet from ourselves. We want to change our lives.”—The
Washington Post “Arthur Koestler, in an essay in which he wondered
whether mankind would go the way of the dinosaur, formulated what he
called the Dinosaur’s Prayer: ‘Lord, a little more time!’ Ishmael does its
bit to answer that prayer and may just possibly have bought us all a little
more time.”—Los Angeles Times
Introduction to Japanese Culture - Daniel Sosnoski 2013-05-21
Featuring full-color photographs and illustrations throughout, this text is
a comprehensive guide to Japanese culture. The richness of Japan's
history is renowned worldwide. The heritage of culture that its society
has produced and passed on to future generations is one of Japan's
greatest accomplishments. In Introduction to Japanese Culture, you'll
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read an overview, through sixty-eight original and informative essays, of
Japan's most notable cultural achievements, including: Religion, Zen
Buddhism, arranged marriages and Bushido Drama and Art—from
pottery, painting and calligraphy to haiku, kabuki and karate
Cuisine—everything from rice to raw fish Home and Recreation, from
board games such as Go to origami, kimonos and Japanese gardens The
Japan of today is a fully modern, Westernized society in nearly every
regard. Even so, the elements of an earlier age are clearly visible in the
country's arts, festivals, and customs. This book focuses on the essential
constants that remain in present-day Japan and their counterparts in
Western culture. Edited by Daniel Sosnoski, an American writer who has
lived in Japan since 1985, these well-researched articles, color
photographs, and line illustrations provide a compact guide to aspects of
Japan that often puzzle the outside observer. Introduction to Japanese
Culture is wonderfully informative, a needed primer on the cultural
make-up and behaviors of the Japanese. This book is certain to fascinate
the student, tourist, or anyone who seeks to know and understand
Japanese culture, Japanese etiquette, and the history of Japan.
A Brief History of Japan - Jonathan Clements 2017-08-01
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from
ancient teenage priest-queens to teeming hordes of salarymen, a nation
that once sought to conquer China, yet also shut itself away for two
centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First revealed to Westerners in the
chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a legendary faraway land defended
by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a divine sovereign. It was
the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a
fertile source of inspiration for European artists, and an enduring symbol
of the mysterious East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of
global industry, a nexus of popular culture, and a harbinger of postindustrial decline. With intelligence and wit, author Jonathan Clements
blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the past, present
and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes reveals a country
of paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy
with an emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

volcanoes resting on the world's most active earthquake zone; a fastpaced urban and technologically advanced country whose land consists
predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the chapters in this
Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and
Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira Time Warp: 200
Years of Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization
The New Breed: The Japanese Miracle
The Book of Five Rings (Annotated) - Musashi Miyamoto 2021-05-03
The Book of Five Rings is a text on kenjutsu and the martial arts in
general, written by the Japanese swordsman Miyamoto Musashi around
1643.Written over three centuries ago by a Samurai warrior, the book
has been hailed as a limitless source of psychological insight for
businessmen-or anyone who relies on strategy and tactics for outwitting
the competition.
The Chinese Mind - Charles A. Moore 1978-06-01
What are the basic, unique characteristics of the Chinese mind, of the
Chinese philosophical tradition, and of the Chinese culture based upon
that thought-tradition? Here, in a series of living essays by men of
exceptional competence, is an interdisciplinary approach to the
essentials of Chinese philosophy and culture. These essays are selected
chapters from the Proceedings of the four East-West Philosophers’
Conferences held at the University of Hawaii (1939, 1949, 1959, 1964).
This volume, published jointly with the University of Hawaii Press, is one
in a series of three; the two succeeding volumes will be The Indian Mind
and The Japanese Mind. All are intended for the educated reader as well
as for the philosophy student and scholar. Though not designed as
textbooks, they will provide an excellent base for courses in this area.
Etiquette Guide to Korea - Boye Lafayette De Mente 2011-05-03
Farewell to faux pas! South Korea is one of the greatest economic
success stories of the past 60 years, and more and more Westerners are
traveling to this bustling, modern country for business and pleasure. But
no matter why you visit, an understanding of Korea's etiquette and
culture is essential to an enjoyable and successful trip. With Etiquette
Guide to Korea, you'll never need to worry about making an
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embarrassing mistake—this authoritative guide covers everything the
courteous traveler needs to know, including the importance of names
and how to use them, shaking hands versus bowing, table manners for
celebrations and everyday meals, and how to negotiate in Korea. Also
included are invaluable lists of Korean vocabulary and helpful phrases,
making this book the most important item you can pack for your trip or
extended stay in Korea.
Japan Through the Lens of the Tokyo Olympics - Barbara Holthus
2020
This book situates the 2020 Tokyo Olympics within the social, economic,
and political challenges facing contemporary Japan. Using the 2020
Tokyo Olympics as a lens into the city and the country as a whole, the
stellar line up of contributors offer hidden insights and new perspectives
on the Games. These include city planning, cultural politics, financial
issues, language use, security, education, volunteerism, and construction
work. The chapters then go on to explore the many stakeholders,
institutions, citizens, interest groups, and protest groups involved, and
feature the struggle over Tokyo's extreme summer heat, food standards,
the implementation of diversity around disabilities, sexual minorities, and
technological innovations. Giving short glimpses into the new Olympic
sports, this book also analyses the role of these sports in Japanese
society. Japan Through the Lens of the Tokyo Olympics will be of huge
interest to anyone attending the Olympic Games in Tokyo 2020. It will
also be useful to students and scholars of the Olympics and the sociology
of sport, as well as Japanese culture and society.
The Politics of Dialogic Imagination - Katsuya Hirano 2013-11-21
In The Politics of Dialogic Imagination, Katsuya Hirano seeks to
understand why, with its seemingly unrivaled power, the Tokugawa
shogunate of early modern Japan tried so hard to regulate the ostensibly
unimportant popular culture of Edo (present-day Tokyo)—including
fashion, leisure activities, prints, and theater. He does so by examining
the works of writers and artists who depicted and celebrated the culture
of play and pleasure associated with Edo’s street entertainers, vagrants,
actors, and prostitutes, whom Tokugawa authorities condemned to be
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

detrimental to public mores, social order, and political economy. Hirano
uncovers a logic of politics within Edo’s cultural works that was
extremely potent in exposing contradictions between the formal
structure of the Tokugawa world and its rapidly changing realities. He
goes on to look at the effects of this logic, examining policies enacted
during the next era—the Meiji period—that mark a drastic
reconfiguration of power and a new politics toward ordinary people
under modernizing Japan. Deftly navigating Japan’s history and culture,
The Politics of Dialogic Imaginationprovides a sophisticated account of a
country in the process of radical transformation—and of the intensely
creative culture that came out of it.
The Korean Mind - Boye Lafayette De Mente 2018-04-24
Understanding a people and their culture through code words and
language. Today, South Korea is an economic, technological and
entertainment superpower. How, as a country, did they rebound from
war, poverty and political unrest? And how can that success be
replicated in other cultures? The answers can, in fact, be found by
understanding Korean customs, values and beliefs. Author Boye
Lafayette De Mente identifies the unique qualities that comprise the
Korean identity and articulates their modern expressions of Korean
culture and history in this book. Organized alphabetically by topic, De
Mente explains the critical cultural code words that make Korea the
country it is today. Anyone interested in Korean etiquette, whether for
travel or work, will discover that their meanings extend far beyond
superficial English translations to deeper interpretations. Cultural code
words include: Aboji, Ah-boh-jee — The "Father Culture" Anae, Ah-negh
— Wives: The Inside People Han Yak, Hahn Yahk — The Herbal Way to
Health Innae, Een-nay — A Culture of Enduring Katun Sosuy Pap, Kahtunn Soh-suut Pahp — Eating from the Same Rice Bowl And over 200
more… This in-depth discussion covers the concepts and principles that
are integral to the Korean way of life and provides all the Korean history
and insight necessary for those readers eager to learn the secrets of this
resilient and burgeoning, yet little-understood nation.
Fandom Unbound - Mizuko Ito 2012-02-28
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In recent years, otaku culture has emerged as one of Japan's major
cultural exports and as a genuinely transnational phenomenon. This
timely volume investigates how this once marginalized popular culture
has come to play a major role in Japan's identity at home and abroad. In
the American context, the word otaku is best translated as “geek'—an
ardent fan with highly specialized knowledge and interests. But it is
associated especially with fans of specific Japan-based cultural genres,
including anime, manga, and video games. Most important of all, as this
collection shows, is the way otaku culture represents a newly
participatory fan culture in which fans not only organize around niche
interests but produce and distribute their own media content. In this
collection of essays, Japanese and American scholars offer richly detailed
descriptions of how this once stigmatized Japanese youth culture created
its own alternative markets and cultural products such as fan fiction,
comics, costumes, and remixes, becoming a major international force
that can challenge the dominance of commercial media. By exploring the
rich variety of otaku culture from multiple perspectives, this
groundbreaking collection provides fascinating insights into the present
and future of cultural production and distribution in the digital age.
Convenience Store Woman - Sayaka Murata 2018-06-12
The English-language debut of one of Japan’s most talented
contemporary writers, selling over 650,000 copies there, Convenience
Store Woman is the heartwarming and surprising story of thirty-six-yearold Tokyo resident Keiko Furukura. Keiko has never fit in, neither in her
family, nor in school, but when at the age of eighteen she begins working
at the Hiiromachi branch of “Smile Mart,” she finds peace and purpose in
her life. In the store, unlike anywhere else, she understands the rules of
social interaction—many are laid out line by line in the store’s
manual—and she does her best to copy the dress, mannerisms, and
speech of her colleagues, playing the part of a “normal” person
excellently, more or less. Managers come and go, but Keiko stays at the
store for eighteen years. It’s almost hard to tell where the store ends and
she begins. Keiko is very happy, but the people close to her, from her
family to her coworkers, increasingly pressure her to find a husband, and
japanese-mind-understanding-contemporary-culture

to start a proper career, prompting her to take desperate action... A
brilliant depiction of an unusual psyche and a world hidden from view,
Convenience Store Woman is an ironic and sharp-eyed look at
contemporary work culture and the pressures to conform, as well as a
charming and completely fresh portrait of an unforgettable heroine.
The Sacred Gaze - David Morgan 2005-05-31
"Sacred gaze" denotes any way of seeing that invests its object—an
image, a person, a time, a place—with spiritual significance. Drawing
from many different fields, David Morgan investigates key aspects of
vision and imagery in a variety of religious traditions. His lively,
innovative book explores how viewers absorb and process religious
imagery and how their experience contributes to the social, intellectual,
and perceptual construction of reality. Ranging widely from thirteenthcentury Japan and eighteenth-century Tibet to contemporary America,
Thailand, and Africa, The Sacred Gaze discusses the religious functions
of images and the tools viewers use to interpret them. Morgan questions
how fear and disgust of images relate to one another and explains how
scholars study the long and evolving histories of images as they pass
from culture to culture. An intriguing strand of the narrative details how
images have helped to shape popular conceptions of gender and
masculinity. The opening chapter considers definitions of "visual culture"
and how these relate to the traditional practice of art history. Amply
illustrated with more than seventy images from diverse religious
traditions, this masterful interdisciplinary study provides a
comprehensive and accessible resource for everyone interested in how
religious images and visual practice order space and time, communicate
with the transcendent, and embody forms of communion with the divine.
The Sacred Gaze is a vital introduction to the study of the visual culture
of religions.
Japanese Mind - Roger Davis 2002-07
In The Japanese Mind, Roger Davies offers Westerners an invaluable key
to the unique aspects of Japanese culture. Readers of this book will gain
a clear understanding of what really makes the Japanese, and their
society, tick. Among the topics explored: aimai (ambiguity), amae

10/11

Downloaded from latitudenews.com on by guest

(dependence upon others' benevolence), amakudari (the nation's descent
from heaven), chinmoku (silence in communication), gambari
(perseverence), giri (social obligation), haragei (literally, "belly art";
implicit, unspoken communication), kenkyo (the appearance of modesty),
sempai-kohai (seniority), wabi-sabi (simplicity and elegance), and zoto
(gift giving), as well as discussions of child-rearing, personal space, and
the roles of women in Japanese society. Includes discussion topics and
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questions after each chapter. All in all, this book is an easy-to-use
introduction to the distinguishing characteristics of Japanese society; an
invaluable resource for anyone - business people, travelers, or students perfect for course adoption, but also for anyone interested in Japanese
culture. -- Description from http://www.barnesandnoble.com (May 27,
2015).
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