Social Science Theory
Getting the books Social Science Theory now is not type of challenging means. You could not lonesome going bearing in mind books increase or
library or borrowing from your links to log on them. This is an agreed simple means to specifically acquire guide by on-line. This online broadcast
Social Science Theory can be one of the options to accompany you later than having supplementary time.
It will not waste your time. acknowledge me, the e-book will unquestionably sky you extra situation to read. Just invest little era to door this on-line
statement Social Science Theory as capably as review them wherever you are now.

International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences - James
D. Wright 2015-03-26
Fully revised and updated, the second edition of the International
Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, first published in
2001, offers a source of social and behavioral sciences reference material
that is broader and deeper than any other. Available in both print and
online editions, it comprises over 3,900 articles, commissioned by 71
Section Editors, and includes 90,000 bibliographic references as well as
comprehensive name and subject indexes. Provides authoritative,
foundational, interdisciplinary knowledge across the wide range of
behavioral and social sciences fields Discusses history, current trends
and future directions Topics are cross-referenced with related topics and
each article highlights further reading
A Beginner's Guide to Social Theory - Shaun Best 2003-02-24
Offering a comprehensive overview of social theory from classical
sociology to the present day, this text guides students through the work
of Durkheim, Marx and Weber, feminism, postmodernism and
contemporary thinkers like Foucault.
Social Science Theory for Environmental Sustainability - Marc J.
Stern 2018-06-22
Social-ecological challenges call for a far better integration of the social
sciences into conservation training and practice. Environmental
social-science-theory

problems are, first and foremost, people problems. Without better
understandings of the people involved, solutions are often hard to come
by, regardless of expertise in biology, ecology, or other traditional
conservation sciences. This novel book provides an accessible survey of a
broad range of theories widely applicable to environmental problems
that students and practitioners can apply to their work. It serves as a
simple reference guide to illuminate the value and utility of social
science theories for the practice of environmental conservation. As part
of the Techniques in Ecology and Conservation Series, it will be a vital
resource for conservation scientists, students, and practitioners to better
navigate the social complexities of applying their work to real-world
problem-solving.
Logics of History - William H. Sewell Jr. 2009-07-27
While social scientists and historians have been exchanging ideas for a
long time, they have never developed a proper dialogue about social
theory. William H. Sewell Jr. observes that on questions of theory the
communication has been mostly one way: from social science to history.
Logics of History argues that both history and the social sciences have
something crucial to offer each other. While historians do not think of
themselves as theorists, they know something social scientists do not:
how to think about the temporalities of social life. On the other hand,
while social scientists’ treatments of temporality are usually clumsy,
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their theoretical sophistication and penchant for structural accounts of
social life could offer much to historians. Renowned for his work at the
crossroads of history, sociology, political science, and anthropology,
Sewell argues that only by combining a more sophisticated
understanding of historical time with a concern for larger theoretical
questions can a satisfying social theory emerge. In Logics of History, he
reveals the shape such an engagement could take, some of the topics it
could illuminate, and how it might affect both sides of the disciplinary
divide.
Social Theory - Carsten Bagge Laustsen 2017-03-27
This textbook offers a new approach to understanding social theory.
Framed around paired theoretical perspectives on a series of sociological
problems, the book shows how distinctive viewpoints shed light on
different facets of social phenomena. The book includes sociology’s
"founding fathers", major 20th-century thinkers and recent voices such
as Butler and Zizek. Philosophically grounded and focused on
interpretation and analysis, the book provides a clear understanding of
theory’s scope while developing students’ skills in evaluating, applying
and comparing theories.
Complexity Theory and the Social Sciences - David Byrne 2013-09-11
For the past two decades, ‘complexity’ has informed a range of work
across the social sciences. There are diverse schools of complexity
thinking, and authors have used these ideas in a multiplicity of ways,
from health inequalities to the organization of large scale firms. Some
understand complexity as emergence from the rule-based interactions of
simple agents and explore it through agent-based modelling. Others
argue against such ‘restricted complexity’ and for the development of
case-based narratives deploying a much wider set of approaches and
techniques. Major social theorists have been reinterpreted through a
complexity lens and the whole methodological programme of the social
sciences has been recast in complexity terms. In four parts, this book
seeks to establish ‘the state of the art’ of complexity-informed social
science as it stands now, examining: the key issues in complexity theory
the implications of complexity theory for social theory the methodology
social-science-theory

and methods of complexity theory complexity within disciplines and
fields. It also points ways forward towards a complexity-informed social
science for the twenty-first century, investigating the argument for a
post-disciplinary, ‘open’ social science. Byrne and Callaghan consider
how this might be developed as a programme of teaching and research
within social science. This book will be particularly relevant for, and
interesting to, students and scholars of social research methods, social
theory, business and organization studies, health, education, urban
studies and development studies.
Metatheory in Social Science - Donald W. Fiske 1986-03-15
What is the nature of the social sciences? What kinds of knowledge can
they—and should they—hope to create? Are objective viewpoints possible
and can universal laws be discovered? Questions like these have been
asked with increasing urgency in recent years, as some philosophers and
researchers have perceived a "crisis" in the social sciences. Metatheory
in Social Science offers many provocative arguments and analyses of
basic conceptual frameworks for the study of human behavior. These are
offered primarily by practicing researchers and are related to problems
in disciplines as diverse as sociology, psychology, psychiatry,
anthropology, and philosophy of science. While various points of view are
expressed in these nineteen essays, they have in common several
themes, including the comparison of social and natural science, the role
of knowledge in meeting the demands of society and its pressing
problems, and the nature and role of subjectivity in science. Some
authors hold that subjectivity cannot be studied scientifically; others
argue that it can and must be if progress in knowledge is to be made.
The essays demonstrate the philosophical pluralism they discuss and give
a wide range of alternative positions on the future of the social and
behavioral sciences in a postpositivist intellectual world.
Modern Social Theory - Austin Harrington 2005-01-01
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the leading topics,
theories, and debates in modern social theory. Fourteen chapters have
been written by specialists in the field, providing up-to-date guidance on
the full sweep of the modern sociological imagination, from the legacies
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of the classical figures of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, and Parsons
to the work of cutting-edge contemporary theorists.* Provides coverage
of both classical and contemporary social theory in a single volume,
offering a one-stop guide to all the major topics in the theoretical
foundations of modern sociology * Covers the legacies of the classical
figures of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, and Parsons but lays special
emphasis on recent developments in social theory since the later
twentieth century * Covers the centre ground of modern sociology but
also reaches out to the many current interdisciplinary debates in cultural
studies, anthropology, feminist theory, postcolonial studies, philosophy,
and political science * All chapters are supplied with questions for
discussion, study boxes, guidance on further reading, and useful web site
address
The Soviet Union and Social Science Theory - Jerry F. Hough
2013-10-01
How Social Science Got Better - Matt Grossmann 2021-07-05
It seems like most of what we read about the academic social sciences in
the mainstream media is negative. The field is facing mounting criticism,
as canonical studies fail to replicate, questionable research practices
abound, and researcher social and political biases come under fire. In
response to these criticisms, Matt Grossmann, in How Social Science Got
Better, provides a robust defense of the current state of the social
sciences. Applying insights from the philosophy, history, and sociology of
science and providing new data on research trends and scholarly views,
he argues that, far from crisis, social science is undergoing an
unparalleled renaissance of ever-broader understanding and application.
According to Grossmann, social science research today has never been
more relevant, rigorous, or self-reflective because scholars have a much
better idea of their blind spots and biases. He highlights how scholars
now closely analyze the impact of racial, gender, geographic,
methodological, political, and ideological differences on research
questions; how the incentives of academia influence our research
practices; and how universal human desires to avoid uncomfortable
social-science-theory

truths and easily solve problems affect our conclusions. Though
misaligned incentive structures of course remain, a messy, collective
deliberation across the research community has shifted us into an
unprecedented age of theoretical diversity, open and connected data,
and public scholarship. Grossmann's wide-ranging account of current
trends will necessarily force the academy's many critics to rethink their
lazy critiques and instead acknowledge the path-breaking advances
occurring in the social sciences today.
Systems Theory in the Social Sciences - BOSSEL 1976
In an ever more complex and interrelated world, a better understanding
of social systems and of the dynamics of their behavior is of crucial im
portance. Many of the tools holding promise of potentially significant
contributions to the analysis of social systems have been, or are being
developed outside of the social sciences proper, mostly the loose collec
tion of diverse scientific approaches called' systems science' or , systems
theory' . The editors - all of whom are involved in social systems analysis
- have made an attempt in this volume to pull together several aspects of
systems science which appear to them to be of particular relevance to
the study of social systems: Control systems, stochastic systems, pattern
recog nition, fuzzy analysis, simulation, and behavioral models. 29
authors from the disciplines of sociology, social psychology, political
science, management science, history, behavioral science, economics,
mathematics, engineering, and systems science have contributed to this
truly interdis ciplinary effort. All of them have made the attempt to write
in a manner understandable by the non-specialist. It is hoped that this
volume will be of particular usefulness to students in the social sciences.
Most of the articles are too short to provide much more than an initial
stimulation. We trust that the references provided by the authors will
allow deeper penetration into particular areas.
GIS and the Social Sciences - Dimitris Ballas 2017-09-18
GIS and the Social Sciences offers a uniquely social science approach on
the theory and application of GIS with a range of modern examples. It
explores how human geography can engage with a variety of important
policy issues through linking together GIS and spatial analysis, and
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demonstrates the importance of applied GIS and spatial analysis for
solving real-world problems in both the public and private sector. The
book introduces basic theoretical material from a social science
perspective and discusses how data are handled in GIS, what the
standard commands within GIS packages are, and what they can offer in
terms of spatial analysis. It covers the range of applications for which
GIS has been primarily used in the social sciences, offering a global
perspective of examples at a range of spatial scales. The book explores
the use of GIS in crime, health, education, retail location, urban
planning, transport, geodemographics, emergency planning and
poverty/income inequalities. It is supplemented with practical activities
and datasets that are linked to the content of each chapter and provided
on an eResource page. The examples are written using ArcMap to show
how the user can access data and put the theory in the textbook to
applied use using proprietary GIS software. This book serves as a useful
guide to a social science approach to GIS techniques and applications. It
provides a range of modern applications of GIS with associated practicals
to work through, and demonstrates how researcher and policy makers
alike can use GIS to plan services more effectively. It will prove to be of
great interest to geographers, as well as the broader social sciences,
such as sociology, crime science, health, business and marketing.
The Logic of Social Science - James Mahoney 2021-08-17
"Mahoney's starting point is the problem of essentialism in social
science. Essentialism--the belief that the members of a category possess
hidden properties ("essences") that make them members of the category
and that endow them with a certain nature--is appropriate for scientific
categories ("atoms", for instance) but not for human ones ("revolutions,"
for instance). Despite this, much social science research takes place from
within an essentialist orientation; those who reject this assumption goes
so far in the other direction as to reject the idea of an external reality,
independent of human beings, altogether. Mahoney proposes an
alternative approach that aspires to bridge this enduring rift in the social
sciences between those who take a scientific approach and assume that
social science categories correspond to external reality (and thus believe
social-science-theory

that the methods used in the natural sciences are generally appropriate
for the social sciences) and those who take a constructivist approach and
believe that because the categories used to understand the social world
are humanly-constructed, they cannot possibly follow the science of the
natural world. As the name suggests, scientific constructivism brings in
aspects of both views and attempts to unite them. Drawing from
cognitive science, it focuses on using the rational parts of our brain
machinery to overcome the limitations and deeply seated biases (such as
essentialism) of our evolved minds. Specifically, Mahoney puts forth a
"set-theoretic analysis" that focuses on "sets" of categories as they exist
in the mind that are also subject to the mathematical logic of set-theory.
He spends the first four chapters of the book establishing the
foundations and methods for set-theoretic analysis, the next four
chapters looking and how this analysis fits with the existing tools of
social science, and the final four chapters focusing on how this approach
can be used to study and understand cases"-Challenging Ideas - Maren Lytje 2016-01-14
Challenging Ideas is a selection of articles which address the
intersections between theory and empirical research. In general, the
contributions to the volume focus on how imaginations of the temporal
relationship between past and present might inform theory as well as
empirical research. It is divided into two parts, the first of which,
Memory, looks at the memory turn in the discipline of history, and
includes investigations into the relationship between past and present in
the working through of trauma and reflections on the relationship
between media memory, collective memory and trauma. The second part
of the volume, History looks at the intersections between social science,
political theory and the writing of history. This section includes
reflections on how the historian’s archival work might inform the
construction of social and political theory and explorations of the
temporal relationship between past and present at work in the archives.
The contributions to this volume encourage historically oriented scholars
to approach their work with an active interest in disciplines close to their
topic and a reflexive attentiveness to the broader power relations within
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which they work. They offer different perspectives on the intrinsic
relationship between past and present at work in the interactions
between theory and empirical research, and thereby give impetus to
challenging ideas and to the challenging of ideas in the social sciences
and in the humanities.
Encyclopedia of Social Theory - Austin Harrington 2006
"The Encyclopedia of Social Theory provides a reference source for
students and academics, embracing all major aspects of the field. Written
by more than 200 internationally distinguished scholars, almost 500
entries cover core contemporary topics, concepts, schools, debates, and
personalities in the history of the discipline. Special attention is paid to
leading schools and debates, with shorter entries reserved for
biographies of key theorists and definitions of key terms. Entries are fully
cross-referenced and contain concise listings for further reading. A
comprehensive index guides the reader to further divisions of contents."-BOOK JACKET.
Handbook of Social Theory - George Ritzer 2003-07-26
This book is an indispensable resource for anyone interested in the roots,
current debates and future development of social theory. It draws
together a team of international scholars, and presents an authoritative
and panoramic critical survey of the field. The first section, examines the
classical tradition. Included here are critical discussions of Comte,
Spencer, Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Mead, Freud, Mannheim and
classical feminist thought, demonstrating not only the critical
significance of classical writings, but also their continuing relevance. The
second section moves on to examine the terrain of contemporary social
theory. The contributors discuss the significance and strengths and
weaknesses of structural functionalism, recent Marxian theory, critical
theory, symbolic interactionism, phenomenology, exchange theory,
contemporary feminism, ethnomethodology, rational choice theory,
figurational sociology, the thought of Foucault, multicuturalism and
postmodernism. The final section looks at the key debates in current
social theory. Questions relating to the body, sexuality, globalism,
nationalism, socialism, knowledge, norms, ethics, positivism, postsocial-science-theory

structuralism, consumption, metatheorizing and cultural studies are fully
discussed. The dilemmas and promise of contemporary social theory are
revealed with pinpoint accuracy.
Theory-Based Data Analysis for the Social Sciences - Carol S.
Aneshensel 2013
This book presents the elaboration model for the multivariate analysis of
observational quantitative data. This model entails the systematic
introduction of "third variables" to the analysis of a focal relationship
between one independent and one dependent variable to ascertain
whether an inference of causality is justified. Two complementary
strategies are used: an exclusionary strategy that rules out alternative
explanations such as spuriousness and redundancy with competing
theories, and an inclusive strategy that connects the focal relationship to
a network of other relationships, including the hypothesized causal
mechanisms linking the focal independent variable to the focal
dependent variable. The primary emphasis is on the translation of theory
into a logical analytic strategy and the interpretation of results. The
elaboration model is applied with case studies drawn from newly
published research that serve as prototypes for aligning theory and the
data analytic plan used to test it; these studies are drawn from a wide
range of substantive topics in the social sciences, such as emotion
management in the workplace, subjective age identification during the
transition to adulthood, and the relationship between religious and
paranormal beliefs. The second application of the elaboration model is in
the form of original data analysis presented in two Analysis Journals that
are integrated throughout the text and implement the full elaboration
model. Using real data, not contrived examples, the text provides a stepby-step guide through the process of integrating theory with data
analysis in order to arrive at meaningful answers to research questions.
Legal Theory and the Social Sciences - MaksymilianDel Mar 2017-07-05
Ever since H.L.A. Hart's self-description of The Concept of Law as an
'exercise in descriptive sociology', contemporary legal theorists have
been debating the relationship between legal theory and sociology, and
between legal theory and social science more generally. There have been
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some who have insisted on a clear divide between legal theory and the
social sciences, citing fundamental methodological differences. Others
have attempted to bridge gaps, revealing common challenges and similar
objects of inquiry. Collecting the work of authors such as Martin Krygier,
David Nelken, Brian Tamanaha, Lewis Kornhauser, Gunther Teubner and
Nicola Lacey, this volume - the second in a three volume series - provides
an overview of the major developments in the last thirty years. The
volume is divided into three sections, each discussing an aspect of the
relationship of legal theory and the social sciences: 1) methodological
disputes and collaboration; 2) common problems, especially as they
concern different modes of explanation of social behaviour; and 3)
common objects, including, most prominently, the study of language in
its social context and normative pluralism.
Complexity Theory and the Social Sciences - David Byrne 2002-01-04
Chaos and complexity are the new buzz words in both science and
contemporary society. The ideas they represent have enormous
implications for the way we understand and engage with the world.
Complexity Theory and the Social Sciences introduces students to the
central ideas which surround the chaos/complexity theories. It discusses
key concepts before using them as a way of investigating the nature of
social research. By applying them to such familiar topics as urban
studies, education and health, David Byrne allows readers new to the
subject to appreciate the contribution which complexity theory can make
to social research and to illuminating the crucial social issues of our day.
Introduction to the Social Sciences (RLE Social Theory) - Maurice
Duverger 2020-09-11
Professor Duverger at last provides the student with an overall view of
the methodology of the social sciences. He briefly traces the origin of the
notion of a social science, showing how it emerged from social
philosophy. Its essential elements and pre-conditions are described; the
splintering of social science into specialist disciplines is explained, and
the need for a general sociology confirmed. The techniques of
observation used by social scientists are dealt with in some detail and the
unity of the social sciences is illustrated by examples of the universal
social-science-theory

application of these techniques. Documentary evidence in its various
forms are described along with the basic analytical techniques, including
quantitative methods and content analysis. Other methods of gathering
information through polls, interviews, attitude scales and participant
observation are all described. Professor Duverger brings together the
different kinds of analysis used to assess the information thus gathered.
Arguing that observing and theorizing are not two different stages or
levels of research, he examines the practical value and difficulties of
general sociological theories, partial theories and models and working
hypotheses. He both describes and assesses the limitations of experiment
and the scope of comparative methods in the social sciences. He then
gives elementary instructions for using and assessing the value of
mathematical techniques. The possibilities of presenting social
phenomena through graphs and charts are also explored. There are
useful book lists and diagrams.
Field-theory (RLE Social Theory) - Harald Mey 2014-08-13
This is an important account of the development of the ‘field-theory’
approach in the social sciences. Harald Mey concentrates on the writers
from the 1930s to the present day who have used this approach to the
study of the individual and of society, and gives a clear exposition of such
‘field-theory’ application in its many differing forms. In addition, the
author shows how a concept which was initially useful in the physical
sciences came to be used first by psychologists, and subsequently by
sociologists and others in related disciplines, in their search for answers
to the problems presented by the study of society. Mey describes how the
use of the ‘field-theory’ perspective has fared when applied to specific
areas of social research – education, personal relationships, group
behaviour. He also compares the ‘field-theory’ approach to the study of
societies with the structural/functional approach, and explains why he
believes ‘field-theory’ has a number of advantages over the
structural/functional approach, especially when it comes to the dynamic
problem of social change.
Social Theory as Science (Routledge Revivals) - Russell Keat 2011-01-31
This book, written by a philosopher interested in the problems of social
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science and scientific method, and a sociologist interested in the
philosophy of science, presents a novel conception of how we should
think about and carry out the scientific study of social life. This book
combines an evaluation of different conceptions of the nature of science
with an examination of important sociological theorists and frameworks.
This second edition of the work was originally published in 1982.
Knowledge and the Social Sciences - David S. Goldblatt 2004
Knowledge and the Social Sciences takes as its point of departure the
claims that all forms of knowledge, the social sciences included, must be
seen and understood in their social context. It argues that the social
sciences both describe and transform their object of study, though rarely
in ways that social scientists intend, and introduces students to the key
epistemological and philosophical terms and issues essential for further
study in the social sciences. In a radical and yet lucid and practical
introduction to ways of thinking and knowing in the social sciences this
text investigates: * the origins and consequences of different types of
knowledge in substantive areas of social change: medical practice,
religious beliefs, and the environment * whether there is a decline in
public trust of expert knowledge systems * whether we are entering a
knowledge society, a fragmented post-modern society, or a risk society.
Feedback Thought in Social Science and Systems Theory - George P.
Richardson 1999
This is a study of a method of thinking in the social sciences known as
the loop concept. This concept underlies the notions of feedback and
circular causality. The author attempts to illuminate the significance of
classical and contemporary feedback thinking in social science and social
policy.
Formal Modeling in Social Science - Carol Mershon 2019-09-03
A formal model in the social sciences builds explanations when it
structures the reasoning underlying a theoretical argument, opens
venues for controlled experimentation, and can lead to hypotheses. Yet
more importantly, models evaluate theory, build theory, and enhance
conjectures. Formal Modeling in Social Science addresses the varied
helpful roles of formal models and goes further to take up more
social-science-theory

fundamental considerations of epistemology and methodology. The
authors integrate the exposition of the epistemology and the
methodology of modeling and argue that these two reinforce each other.
They illustrate the process of designing an original model suited to the
puzzle at hand, using multiple methods in diverse substantive areas of
inquiry. The authors also emphasize the crucial, though
underappreciated, role of a narrative in the progression from theory to
model. Transparency of assumptions and steps in a model means that
any analyst will reach equivalent predictions whenever she replicates the
argument. Hence, models enable theoretical replication, essential in the
accumulation of knowledge. Formal Modeling in Social Science speaks to
scholars in different career stages and disciplines and with varying
expertise in modeling.
On the Limits of Social Science Theory - Oswald Werner 2020-10-26
Philosophy of Social Science - Ted Benton 2017-09-16
Philosophers and social scientists share a common goal: to explore
fundamental truths about ourselves and the nature of the world in which
we live. But in what ways do these two distinct disciplines inform each
other and arrive at these truths? The 10th anniversary edition of this
highly regarded text directly responds to such issues as it introduces
students to the philosophy of social science. While staying true to the
writing of the late Ian Craib, this perennial text has been brought up to
date by Ted Benton. This new edition includes previously unpublished
personal insights from both authors, incorporates new commentaries on
classic content and features an additional chapter on recent
developments in the field. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating
to the nature of social science • Interrogates the relationship between
social science and natural science • Encompasses traditional and
contemporary perspectives • Introduces and critiques a wide range of
approaches, from empiricism and positivism to post structuralism and
rationalism. Written in an engaging and student-friendly style, the book
introduces key ideas and concepts while raising questions and opening
debates. A cornerstone text in the Traditions in Social Theory series, this
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book remains essential reading for all students of social theory.
The Elements of Social Theory - Barry Barnes 2014-07-14
Over the past quarter century, social theory has moved in diverse and
often seemingly incompatible directions, exaggerating differences of
approach that existed even in earlier periods. In a strikingly original
book, Barry Barnes uses this intellectual diversity not only to identify but
also to unify the central ways of looking at the field. Barnes frames his
task by addressing the most important problem confronting all students
of society today: the apparent conflict between cultural and functional
methods of describing the social order, on one hand, and choice-theoretic
accounts, on the other. But rather than reviewing in detail the origins
and development of these contending views of reality, Barnes conducts a
dialogue between the two perspectives, thereby revealing their
respective strengths and shortcomings. In the process, he develops a
case for a theoretical "third way," an interactionist understanding of the
workings of the social order and the emergence of behavioral norms.
Barnes successfully applies interactionist analysis, formerly used mostly
for micro-social settings, to macro-phenomena like the formation of
status groups, the origin of social movements, the politics of class
formation, and the dynamics of bureaucratic action. He shows how these
phenomena are inexplicable in terms of exclusively cultural- functional or
choice-theoretic methods: they can be understood only by showing how
norms emerge through interaction. Barnes has constructed a coherent
and learned vision of the fundamentals of social theory that will excite
not only sociologists but all social scientists and their students. Originally
published in 1995. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Chaos Theory in the Social Sciences - L. Douglas Kiel 2009-11-10
social-science-theory

Chaos Theory in the Social Sciences: Foundations and Applications offers
the most recent thinking in applying the chaos paradigm to the social
sciences. The book explores the methodological techniques--and their
difficulties--for determining whether chaotic processes may in fact exist
in a particular instance and examines implications of chaos theory when
applied specifically to political science, economics, and sociology. The
contributors to the book show that no single technique can be used to
diagnose and describe all chaotic processes and identify the strengths
and limitations of a variety of approaches. The essays in this volume
consider the application of chaos theory to such diverse phenomena as
public opinion, the behavior of states in the international arena, the
development of rational economic expectations, and long waves.
Contributors include Brian J. L. Berry, Thad Brown, Kenyon B. DeGreene,
Dimitrios Dendrinos, Euel Elliott, David Harvey, L. Ted Jaditz, Douglas
Kiel, Heja Kim, Michael McBurnett, Michael Reed, Diana Richards, J.
Barkley Rosser, Jr., and Alvin M. Saperstein. L. Douglas Kiel and Euel W.
Elliott are both Associate Professors of Government, Politics, and
Political Economy, University of Texas at Dallas.
The Importance of Common Metrics for Advancing Social Science
Theory and Research - National Research Council 2011-03-17
In February 2010, the National Research Council convened a workshop
to investigate the feasibility of developing well-grounded common
metrics to advance behavioral and social science research, both in terms
of advancing the development of theory and increasing the utility of
research for policy and practice. The Workshop on Advancing Social
Science Theory: The Importance of Common Metrics had three goals: To
examine the benefits and costs involved in moving from metric diversity
to greater standardization, both in terms of advancing the development
of theory and increasing the utility of research for policy and practice. To
consider whether a set of criteria can be developed for understanding
when the measurement of a particular construct is ready to be
standardized. To explore how the research community can foster a move
toward standardization when it appears warranted. This book is a
summary of the two days of presentations and discussions that took place
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during the workshop.
New Philosophies of Social Science: Realism, Hermeneutics and Critical
Theory - William Outhwaite 1987-12-08
The demise of empiricist philosophies of science has contributed to the
current disarray of philosophy in the social sciences. This book argues
that a realist analysis of the structures and processes which make up the
social world can provide a way out of its present impasse. These
processes, ranging from the interpersonal negotiation of meaning to the
constraining influence of administrative or market structures, cannot be
understood as mere constructs either in the minds of the theorist or of
the social factors themselves, since they actually generate the social
world as we know it. The author develops some implications of this
approach and presents a realist view of some of the principal theoretical
traditions and controversies within sociology and other social sciences.
How to Build Social Science Theories - Pamela J. Shoemaker
2003-12-10
As straightforward as its title, How to Build Social Science Theories
sidesteps the well-traveled road of theoretical examination by
demonstrating how new theories originate and how they are elaborated.
Essential reading for students of social science research, this book traces
theories from their most rudimentary building blocks (terminology and
definitions) through multivariable theoretical statements, models, the
role of creativity in theory building, and how theories are used and
evaluated. Authors Pamela J. Shoemaker, James William Tankard, Jr., and
Dominic L. Lasorsa intend to improve research in many areas of the
social sciences by making research more theory-based and theoryoriented. The book begins with a discussion of concepts and their
theoretical and operational definitions. It then proceeds to theoretical
statements, including hypotheses, assumptions, and propositions.
Theoretical statements need theoretical linkages and operational
linkages; this discussion begins with bivariate relationships, as well as
three-variable, four-variable, and further multivariate relationships. The
authors also devote chapters to the creative component of theorybuilding and how to evaluate theories.
social-science-theory

Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences - Alexander
L. George 2005-04-15
The use of case studies to build and test theories in political science and
the other social sciences has increased in recent years. Many scholars
have argued that the social sciences rely too heavily on quantitative
research and formal models and have attempted to develop and refine
rigorous methods for using case studies. This text presents a
comprehensive analysis of research methods using case studies and
examines the place of case studies in social science methodology. It
argues that case studies, statistical methods, and formal models are
complementary rather than competitive. The book explains how to design
case study research that will produce results useful to policymakers and
emphasizes the importance of developing policy-relevant theories. It
offers three major contributions to case study methodology: an emphasis
on the importance of within-case analysis, a detailed discussion of
process tracing, and development of the concept of typological theories.
Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences will be
particularly useful to graduate students and scholars in social science
methodology and the philosophy of science, as well as to those designing
new research projects, and will contribute greatly to the broader debate
about scientific methods.
Social Science Concepts - Gary Goertz 2006
To develop theories and research designs requires concepts. Gary Goertz
provides advice on the construction and use of social science concepts
and their use in case selection and theories. He also cites examples from
political science and sociology to illustrate the theoretical and practical
issues of concept construction and use.
Social Science and Political Theory - W. G. Runciman 1969-05-02
Game Theory in the Social Sciences - Luca Lambertini 2011-03-31
Individuals, firms, governments and nations behave strategically, for
good and bad. Over the last few decades, game theory has been
constructed and progressively refined to become the major tool used by
social scientists to understand, predict and regulate strategic interaction
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among agents who often have conflicting interests. In the surprisingly
anodyne jargon of the theory, they ‘play games’. This book offers an
introduction to the basic tools of game theory and an overview of a
number of applications to real-world cases, covering the areas of
economics, politics and international relations. Each chapter is
accompanied by some suggestions about further reading.
Social Science Research - Anol Bhattacherjee 2012-04-01
This book is designed to introduce doctoral and graduate students to the
process of conducting scientific research in the social sciences, business,
education, public health, and related disciplines. It is a one-stop,
comprehensive, and compact source for foundational concepts in
behavioral research, and can serve as a stand-alone text or as a
supplement to research readings in any doctoral seminar or research
methods class. This book is currently used as a research text at
universities on six continents and will shortly be available in nine
different languages.
Social Theory and Social Practice - 1962
Social Theory and Social Practice is a unique effort at applied social
theory. Hans L. Zetterberg believes that social research has now
advanced so far that social scientists can give advice without being
restricted to new research projects. They can use previously proven
theories as the basis for sound practical recommendations. This
approach has profound implications in the application of social science to
problems in business management, labor strife, government decisionmaking, in such areas as education, health and human welfare. It
remains a pioneering discourse for practitioners of social research and
social policy. Zetterberg gives a searching review of the various ways in
which social practitioners attempt to use the accumulated knowledge of
social science. He proceeds with a compact summary of the knowledge of
the academicians of social science, noting that practitioners are often
unaware of much useful academic knowledge. The process by which this
knowledge is transformed into practical advice is spelled out in detail,
and is illustrated with examples from an actual consultation about
problems faced by an art museum that wanted to increase its audience.
social-science-theory

Chapter 1 identifies the problem; chapter 2, "The Knowledge of Social
Practitioners," outlines practitioners' reliance on scientific knowledge;
chapter 3, "The Knowledge of Social Theorists," discusses sociological
terms and sociological law; chapter 4, "The Practical Use of Social
Theory through Scholarly Consultants," explores the actual specificity of
social theory and its uses, while the concluding chapter examines the
uses of consultants, covering some prerequisites for the successful use of
applied science. The book rejects the widespread view that in order to
put social science to use, we have to popularize its content. Zetterberg's
approach is rather to translate a client's problem into a powerful
theoretical statement, the solution to which is calculated and then
presented to the client as down-to-earth advice. This volume will be of
immediate interest to scholars in the field of social theory; to consultants
and practitioners who give advice on social problems and policy
decisions; and to executives who use advice from social scientists. Hans
L. Zetterberg was the founding director of the City University of
Stockholm. Earlier he served as a consulting sociologist in New York City
and a professor of sociology at Columbia University and then at Ohio
State University. He is the author of On Theory and Verification in
Sociology, Sexual Life in Sweden, and Before and Beyond the Welfare
State. He has been the subject of a festschrift published by Transaction
in 1999.
A History and Theory of the Social Sciences - Peter Wagner
2001-07-17
Divided into two parts, this book examines the train of social theory from
the 19th century, through to the ′organization of modernity′, in relation
to ideas of social planning, and as contributors to the ′rationalistic
revolution′ of the ′golden age′ of capitalism in the 1950s and 60s. Part
two examines key concepts in the social sciences. It begins with some of
the broadest concepts used by social scientists: choice, decision, action
and institution and moves on to examine the ′collectivist alternative′: the
concepts of society, culture and polity, which are often dismissed as
untenable by postmodernists today. This is a major contribution to
contemporary social theory and provides a host of essential insights into
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the task of social science today.
Theory and Credibility - Scott Ashworth 2021-07-20
Ashworth et al address this key challenge in the field with a new vision of
how to connect empirical and theoretical work, one rooted in the idea of
"all else equal." Theory, the authors argue, implicitly rests of the idea of
"all-else-equal," and it's precisely this question that empirical work
attempts to confirm. Thus theory and empirics have an intrinsic
connection, and in recognizing this scholars can bridge the gap between

social-science-theory

the two. The first part of the book examines the "all-else-equal"
connection and goes on to show how how theoretical models yield
empirical implications and how substantive identification is the lynch-pin
of a credible research design. The second part then follows the
progressive back-and-forth between theory and empirics in existing
scholarship, breaking these interactions into five types: reinterpreting,
elaboration, distinguishing, disentangling, and modeling the research
design. .
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