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Against the Country - Ben Metcalf 2018-08-21
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY VULTURE AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY NPR • Against the Country is a gift for fans of Southern Gothic and metafiction alike. Set in
the Virginia pines, and overrun with failed parents, racist sex offenders, cast-off priests, and suicidal
chickens, this novel challenges literary convention even as it attacks our national myth—that the rural
naturally engenders good, while the urban breeds an inevitable sin. In a voice both perfectly American and
utterly new, Ben Metcalf introduces the reader to Goochland County, Virginia—a land of stubborn soil,
voracious insects, lackluster farms, and horrifying trees—and details one family’s pitiful struggle to survive
there. Eventually it becomes clear that Goochland is not merely the author’s setting; it is a growing,
throbbing menace that warps and scars every one of his characters’ lives. Equal parts fiery criticism and icy
farce, Against the Country is the most hilarious sermon one is likely to hear on the subject of our native soil,
and the starkest celebration of the language our land produced. The result is a literary tour de force that
raises the question: Was there ever a narrator, in all our literature, so precise, so far-reaching, so
eloquently misanthropic, as the one encountered here? Praise for Against the Country “Iconoclastic . . .
Against the Country has obvious affinities to Southern Gothic, both in its voice and in the delight it takes in
rural ignorance and grotesqueries. . . . [A] country cousin of David Foster Wallace.”—The New York Times
Book Review “Exceptional in its verbal brilliance and conscientiousness, Against the Country involves us in
a family’s anguished and hilarious struggle against the strange dooms that seem peculiar to white rural
America. This is a savage and gladdening novel.”—Joseph O’Neill, author of Netherland and The Dog
“Metcalf’s unnamed narrator dazzles with his Puritan deadpan and capacious intellect, not to mention his
double-barreled blasts of dark humor and wicked satire. . . . There are so many brilliant turns of phrase in
Against the Country that it’s hard to choose favorites, but Metcalf is at his sharpest and most seductive
when his antihero does more than blast and blame, when he steps outside his sermons to say something
real. . . . Every note in every solo is sounded with exquisite perfection.”—Slate “Faulknerian . . . eccentric,
magnificent Southern Gothic metafiction.”—Vanity Fair “Ben Metcalf is a brilliant writer, and Against the
Country is an ingenious and hilarious novel, a glittering, bitter celebration of how the lousiness of life can
be redeemed in the hands (and mouth) of a top-shelf teller of life’s stories.”—Sam Lipsyte, author of The
Ask and The Fun Parts “A daring conglomeration of every trick, swindle and gimmick possible using only
ink and paper, a pulpwood imagination machine so finely and expertly wrought that it can take on Jefferson,
Thoreau, the church, patriotism, race relations, sexual identity, J. D. Salinger, the myth of America and a
thousand other targets . . . [Against the Country] is absolutely and completely worth all investment of time
and effort, because it is an undeniably beautiful object, sharp as a new razor.”—NPR “One of the more
necessary—and most eloquent—expressions of a distinctly American, provincial rage in some
years.”—Flavorwire
No One Is Talking About This - Patricia Lockwood 2021-02-16
FINALIST FOR THE 2021 BOOKER PRIZE & A NEW YORK TIMES TOP 10 BOOK OF 2021 WINNER OF
THE DYLAN THOMAS PRIZE “A book that reads like a prose poem, at once sublime, profane, intimate,
philosophical, witty and, eventually, deeply moving.” —New York Times Book Review, Editors’ Choice
“Wow. I can’t remember the last time I laughed so much reading a book. What an inventive and startling
writer…I’m so glad I read this. I really think this book is remarkable.” —David Sedaris From "a formidably
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gifted writer" (The New York Times Book Review), a book that asks: Is there life after the internet? As this
urgent, genre-defying book opens, a woman who has recently been elevated to prominence for her social
media posts travels around the world to meet her adoring fans. She is overwhelmed by navigating the new
language and etiquette of what she terms "the portal," where she grapples with an unshakable conviction
that a vast chorus of voices is now dictating her thoughts. When existential threats--from climate change
and economic precariousness to the rise of an unnamed dictator and an epidemic of loneliness--begin to
loom, she posts her way deeper into the portal's void. An avalanche of images, details, and references
accumulate to form a landscape that is post-sense, post-irony, post-everything. "Are we in hell?" the people
of the portal ask themselves. "Are we all just going to keep doing this until we die?" Suddenly, two texts
from her mother pierce the fray: "Something has gone wrong," and "How soon can you get here?" As real
life and its stakes collide with the increasingly absurd antics of the portal, the woman confronts a world
that seems to contain both an abundance of proof that there is goodness, empathy, and justice in the
universe, and a deluge of evidence to the contrary. Fragmentary and omniscient, incisive and sincere, No
One Is Talking About This is at once a love letter to the endless scroll and a profound, modern meditation
on love, language, and human connection from a singular voice in American literature.
Red Birds - Mohammed Hanif 2019-05-14
This “splendidly satirical novel” by the award-winning Pakistani author “beautifully captures the absurdity
and folly of war and its ineluctable impact” (Booklist, starred review). An American pilot crash lands in the
desert and finds himself on the outskirts of the very camp he was supposed to bomb. After days spent
wandering and hallucinating from dehydration, Major Ellie is rescued by one of the camp’s residents, a
teenager named Momo, whose money-making schemes are failing while his family falls apart. His older
brother left for his first day of work at an American base and never returned; his parents are at each
other’s throats; his dog is having a very bad day; and a well-meaning aid worker has shown up wanting to
research him for her book on the Teenage Muslim Mind. To escape the madness, Momo sets out to search
for his brother, and hopes his new Western acquaintances might be able to help find him. But as the truth
of Ali’s whereabouts begin to unfold, the effects of American “aid” on this war-torn country are revealed to
be increasingly pernicious. In Red Birds, acclaimed author Mohammed Hanif reveals critical truths about
the state of the world with his trademark wit and keen eye for absurdity.
The Dante Chamber - Matthew Pearl 2019-08-13
Memories, fears, the fog of nightmares... Five years after a series of Dante-inspired killings stunned Boston,
a politician is found in a London park with his neck crushed by an enormous stone device etched with a
verse from the Divine Comedy. When other shocking deaths erupt across the city, all in the style of the
penances Dante memorialized in Purgatory, poet Christina Rossetti fears her missing brother, the artist and
writer Dante Gabriel Rossetti, will be the next victim. The unwavering Christina enlists poets Robert
Browning, Alfred Tennyson, and Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes to decipher the literary clues, and together
these unlikely investigators unravel the secrets of Dante’s verses to find Gabriel and stop the killings.
Racing between the shimmering mansions of the elite and the seedy corners of London’s underworld, they
descend further into the mystery. But when the true inspiration behind the gruesome murders is finally
revealed, Christina must confront a more profound terror than anyone had imagined. A dazzling tale of
intrigue from the writer Library Journal calls “the reigning king of popular literary historical thrillers,” The
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Dante Chamber is a riveting journey across London and into both the beauty and darkness of Dante.
Expertly blending fact and fiction, Pearl gives us a historical mystery like no other that captivates and
surprises until the last page.
Antigone; Oedipus the King; Electra - Sophocles 2008-08-14
Love and loyalty, hatred and revenge, fear, deprivation, and political ambition: these are the motives which
thrust the characters portrayed in these three Sophoclean masterpieces on to their collision course with
catastrophe. Recognized in his own day as perhaps the greatest of the Greek tragedians, Sophocles'
reputation has remained undimmed for two and a half thousand years. His greatest innovation in the tragic
medium was his development of a central tragic figure, faced with a test of will and character, risking
obloquy and death rather than compromise his or her principles: it is striking that Antigone and Electra
both have a woman as their intransigent 'hero'. Antigone dies rather neglect her duty to her family,
Oedipus' determination to save his city results in the horrific discovery that he has committed both incest
and parricide, and Electra's unremitting anger at her mother and her lover keeps her in servitude and
despair. These vivid translations combine elegance and modernity, and are remarkable for their lucidity
and accuracy. Their sonorous diction, economy, and sensitivity to the varied metres and modes of the
original musical delivery make them equally suitable for reading or theatrical peformance. ABOUT THE
SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from
around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most
accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities,
helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
Making Sense of Contemporary British Muslim Novels - Claire Chambers 2019-04-23
This book is the sequel to Britain Through Muslim Eyes and examines contemporary novelistic
representations of and by Muslims in Britain. It builds on studies of the five senses and ‘sensuous
geographies’ of postcolonial Britain, and charts the development since 1988 of a fascinating and important
body of fiction by Muslim-identified authors. It is a selective literary history, exploring case-study novelistic
representations of and by Muslims in Britain to allow in-depth critical analysis through the lens of sensory
criticism. It argues that, for authors of Muslim heritage in Britain, writing the senses is often a doubleedged act of protest. Some of the key authors excoriate a suppression or cover-up of non-heteronormativity
and women’s rights that sometimes occurs in Muslim communities. Yet their protest is especially directed
at secular culture’s ocularcentrism and at successive British governments’ efforts to surveil, control, and
suppress Muslim bodies.
Days Without End - Sebastian Barry 2017-01-24
COSTA BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER LONGLISTED FOR THE 2017 MAN BOOKER PRIZE "A true
leftfield wonder: Days Without End is a violent, superbly lyrical western offering a sweeping vision of
America in the making."—Kazuo Ishiguro, Booker Prize winning author of The Remains of the Day and The
Buried Giant From the two-time Man Booker Prize finalist Sebastian Barry, “a master storyteller” (Wall
Street Journal), comes a powerful new novel of duty and family set against the American Indian and Civil
Wars Thomas McNulty, aged barely seventeen and having fled the Great Famine in Ireland, signs up for the
U.S. Army in the 1850s. With his brother in arms, John Cole, Thomas goes on to fight in the Indian
Wars—against the Sioux and the Yurok—and, ultimately, the Civil War. Orphans of terrible hardships
themselves, the men find these days to be vivid and alive, despite the horrors they see and are complicit in.
Moving from the plains of Wyoming to Tennessee, Sebastian Barry’s latest work is a masterpiece of
atmosphere and language. An intensely poignant story of two men and the makeshift family they create
with a young Sioux girl, Winona, Days Without End is a fresh and haunting portrait of the most fateful years
in American history and is a novel never to be forgotten.
Discontent and Its Civilizations - Mohsin Hamid 2016-02-02
Originally published in hardccover in 2015 by Riverhead Books.
The Reluctant Fundamentalist - Mohsin Hamid 2009-06-05
From the author of the award-winning Moth Smoke comes a perspective on love, prejudice, and the war on
terror that has never been seen in North American literature. At a café table in Lahore, a bearded Pakistani
man converses with a suspicious, and possibly armed, American stranger. As dusk deepens to night, he
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begins the tale that has brought them to this fateful meeting. . . Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of
America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is snapped up by Underwood Samson, an elite firm that
specializes in the “valuation” of companies ripe for acquisition. He thrives on the energy of New York and
the intensity of his work, and his infatuation with regal Erica promises entrée into Manhattan society at the
same exalted level once occupied by his own family back in Lahore. For a time, it seems as though nothing
will stand in the way of Changez’s meteoric rise to personal and professional success. But in the wake of
September 11, he finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his budding relationship
with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past. And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift as
well, unearthing allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love. Elegant and
compelling, Mohsin Hamid’s second novel is a devastating exploration of our divided and yet ultimately
indivisible world. “Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed you. Do not be
frightened by my beard: I am a lover of America. I noticed that you were looking for something; more than
looking, in fact you seemed to be on a mission, and since I am both a native of this city and a speaker of
your language, I thought I might offer you my services as a bridge.” —from The Reluctant Fundamentalist
The Garden of Evening Mists - Tan Twan Eng 2012-09-04
Winner of the Man Asian Literary Prize, an "elegant and haunting novel of war, art and memory" (The
Independent) from the critically acclaimed author of The Gift of Rain. Malaya, 1951. Yun Ling Teoh, the
scarred lone survivor of a brutal Japanese wartime camp, seeks solace among the jungle-fringed tea
plantations of Cameron Highlands. There she discovers Yugiri, the only Japanese garden in Malaya, and its
owner and creator, the enigmatic Aritomo, exiled former gardener of the emperor of Japan. Despite her
hatred of the Japanese, Yun Ling seeks to engage Aritomo to create a garden in memory of her sister, who
died in the camp. Aritomo refuses but agrees to accept Yun Ling as his apprentice "until the monsoon
comes." Then she can design a garden for herself. As the months pass, Yun Ling finds herself intimately
drawn to the gardener and his art, while all around them a communist guerilla war rages. But the Garden
of Evening Mists remains a place of mystery. Who is Aritomo and how did he come to leave Japan? And is
the real story of how Yun Ling managed to survive the war perhaps the darkest secret of all?
Animal's People - Indra Sinha 2009-03-17
Chronicles the relationship between Animal, an extraordinary street boy forced to go about on all fours
after his back is twisted beyond repair during the devastating chemical plant accident in Bhopal, India, and
Elli Barber, the young American doctor who has come to the area to open a free clinic for the suffering
inhabitants of the region. Reprint. 20,00 first printing.
The Misfortune of Marion Palm - Emily Culliton 2017
A wildly entertaining debut about a Brooklyn Heights wife and mother who has embezzled a small fortune
from her children's private school and makes a run for it, leaving behind her trust fund poet husband, his
maybe-secret lover, her two daughters, and a school board who will do anything to find her. Marion Palm
prefers not to think of herself as a thief but rather "a woman who embezzles." Over the years she has
managed to steal $180,000 from her daughters' private school, money that has paid for European
vacations, a Sub-Zero refrigerator, and perpetually unused state-of-the-art exercise equipment. But, now,
when the school faces an audit, Marion pulls piles of rubber-banded cash from their basement hiding places
and flees, leaving her family to grapple with the baffled detectives, the irate school board, and the mothershaped hole in their house. Told from the points of view of Nathan, Marion's husband, heir to a longdiminished family fortune; Ginny, Marion's teenage daughter who falls helplessly in love at the slightest
provocation; Jane, Marion's youngest who is obsessed with a missing person of her own; and Marion
herself, on the lam--and hiding in plain sight.
The Rehearsal - Eleanor Catton 2010-04-27
The sensational first novel from the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Luminaries. Set in the
aftermath of a sex scandal at an all-girls’ high school, Eleanor Catton’s internationally acclaimed awardwinning debut is a provocative and darkly funny novel about the elusiveness of truth, the slipperiness of
identity, and the emotional compromises we make to belong. When news spreads of a high school teacher’s
relationship with one of his students, the teenage girls at Abbey Grange are jolted into a new awareness of
their own potency and power. Although no one knows the whole truth, the girls have their own ideas about
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what happened. As they obsessively examine the details of the affair with the curiosity and jealousy native
to any adolescent girl, they confide in their saxophone teacher, an enigmatic woman who is only too happy
to play both confidante and stage manager to her students. But when the local drama school decides to turn
the scandal into a play, the boundaries between fact and fantasy soon break down as dramas both real and
imagined begin to unfold. Sharply observed, brilliantly crafted, and infused with a deliciously subversive
wit, The Rehearsal is at once a vibrant portrait of teenage longing and adult regret, and a shrewd exposé of
how we are all performers in life, from one of the most bold and exciting voices in contemporary fiction.
First Love - Gwendoline Riley 2022-09-13
A raw and engrossing portrait of familial and marital dysfunction by “one of Britain’s most original young
writers” (The Observer). Neve is a writer in her mid-thirties married to an older man, Edwyn. For now they
are in a place of relative peace, but their past battles have left scars. As Neve recalls the decisions that led
her to this marriage, she tells of other loves and other debts, from her bullying father and her self-involved
mother to a musician who played her and a series of lonely flights from place to place. Drawing the reader
into the battleground of her relationship, Neve spins a story of helplessness and hostility, an ongoing
conflict in which both husband and wife have played a part. But is this, nonetheless, also a story of love?
The Maker of Swans - Paraic O'Donnell 2022-06-14
A New York Times Best Book of Summer A Crime Reads & Tor.com Best Book of June “Truly bewitching.”
—David Mitchell It is no small matter, after all, to create something—to make it so only by setting down the
words. We forget the magnitude, sometimes, of that miracle. In the dead of night, shots ring out over the
grounds of a sprawling English estate. The world-weary butler Eustace recognizes the gunman—his
longtime employer, Mr. Crowe—and knows he must think and act quickly. Who is the man lying dead on the
lawn? Who is the woman in his company? Can he clean up his master’s mess like he always has before? Or
will this bring a new kind of reckoning? Mr. Crowe was once famed for his gifts—unaccountable gifts,
known only to the members of a secretive order. Protected and privileged, he was courted by countesses
and great men of letters. But he has long since retreated from that glittering world, living alone but for
Eustace and Clara, his mysterious young ward. He has been content to live quietly, his great library
gathering dust and his once magnificent gardens growing wild. He has left the past behind. Until now.
Because there are rules, even for Mr. Crowe and his kind, that cannot be broken. And this single night of
passion and violence will have consequences, stirring shadows from the past and threatening those he now
cares for. He and the faithful Eustace will be tested as never before. So too will Clara, whose own
extraordinary gifts remain hidden, even from herself. If she is to save them all, she must learn to use them
quickly and unlock the secret of who she is. It is a secret beyond imagining. A secret that will change
everything.
English Literature for the IB Diploma - Carolyn P. Henly 2019-12-02
Everything you need to deliver a rich, concept-based approach for the new IB Diploma English Literature
course. - Navigate seamlessly through all aspects of the syllabus with in-depth coverage of the new course
structure and content - Investigate the three areas of exploration, concept connections and global issues in
detail to help students become flexible, critical readers - Learn how to appreciate a variety of texts with a
breadth of reading material and forms from a diverse pool of authors - Engaging activities are provided to
test understanding of each topic and develop skills - guiding answers are available to check your responses
- Identify opportunities to make connections across the syllabus, with explicit reference to TOK, EE and
CAS
The Last White Man - Mohsin Hamid 2022-08-29
One morning, Anders wakes to find that his skin has turned dark, his reflection a stranger to him. At first he
tells only Oona, an old friend, newly a lover. Soon, reports of similar occurrences surface across the land.
Some see in the transformations the long-dreaded overturning of an established order, to be resisted to a
bitter end. In many, like Anders's father and Oona's mother, a sense of profound loss wars with profound
love. As the bond between Anders and Oona deepens, change takes on a different shading: a chance to see
one another, face to face, anew.
The Teeth of the Comb & Other Stories - Osama Alomar 2017-04-25
Wonderful short stories that sharpen awareness, from a brilliantly gifted Syrian refugee Personified animals
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(snakes, wolves, sheep), natural things (a swamp, a lake, a rainbow, trees), mankind’s creations (trucks,
swords, zeroes) are all characters in The Teeth of the Comb. They aspire, they plot, they hope, they destroy,
they fail, they love. These wonderful small stories animate new realities and make us see our reality anew.
Reading Alomar’s sly moral fables and sharp political allegories, the reader always sits up a little straighter,
and a little wiser. Here is the title story: Some of the teeth of the comb were envious of the class differences
that exist between humans. They strived desperately to increase their height, and, when they succeeded,
began to look with disdain on their colleagues below. After a little while the comb’s owner felt a desire to
comb his hair. But when he found the comb in this state he threw it in the garbage.
Heart of Darkness A Boy in Winter - Rachel Seiffert 2017-08-01
Early on a gray November morning in 1941, a small Ukrainian town is overrun by the SS. Penned in with
his fellow Jews, a father anxiously awaits word of his two sons, while a young woman, come to fetch her
sweetheart away from the invaders, must confront new and harsh truths about those closest to her. At the
same time, a German engineer, here to avoid a war he considers criminal, is faced with an even greater
crime unfolding behind the lines and no one but himself to turn to. And in the midst of it all, a boy
determined to survive must throw in his lot with strangers. As their stories weave together, each of these
characters comes to know the compromises demanded by survival, the oppressive power of fear, and the
possibility of courage in the face of terror.
Bower Lodge - Paul Pastor 2021-12-10
Bower Lodge journeys inward to a wild landscape of joy, grief, and transformation. By turns mournful,
meditative, incantatory, and rejoicing, this poetry collection's fresh, potent images and unforgettable,
musical language carves a map into that hidden, holy world that lies deep at the core of our own.
Clash of Civilizations over an Elevator at Piazza Vittorio - Amara Lakhous 2012-09-10
A small culturally mixed community living an apartment building in the center of Rome is thrown into
disarray when one of the neighbors is murdered. An investigation ensues and as each of the victim's
neighbors is questioned, the reader is offered an all-access pass into the most colorful neighborhood in
contemporary Rome. Each character takes his or her turn center-stage, giving evidence, recounting his or
her story, the dramas of emigration, the daily equivocations of immigration, the fears and
misunderstandings of a life spent on society's margins, abused by mainstream culture's fears and
indifference, preconceptions and insensitivity. What emerges is a touching story that is common to us all,
whether we live in Rome or in Los Angeles. This novel is animated by a style that is as colorful as the
neighborhood it describes and is characterized by seemingly effortless equipoise that borrows from the
cinematic tradition of the Commedia Italiana, as exemplified by directors such as Federico Fellini and
Mario Monicelli. At the heart of this bittersweet comedy told with affection and sensitivity is a social reality
that we tend to gloss over and a surprisingly exact anthropological analysis of this reality that cannot fail to
fascinate.
How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia - Mohsin Hamid 2013-03-05
"Mr. Hamid reaffirms his place as one of his generation's most inventive and gifted writers." –Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times "A globalized version of The Great Gatsby . . . [Hamid's] book is nearly that
good." –Alan Cheuse, NPR "Marvelous and moving." –TIME Magazine From the internationally bestselling
author of The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Exit West, the boldly imagined tale of a poor boy’s quest for
wealth and love His first two novels established Mohsin Hamid as a radically inventive storyteller with his
finger on the world’s pulse. How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia meets that reputation—and exceeds it.
The astonishing and riveting tale of a man’s journey from impoverished rural boy to corporate tycoon, it
steals its shape from the business self-help books devoured by ambitious youths all over “rising Asia.” It
follows its nameless hero to the sprawling metropolis where he begins to amass an empire built on that
most fluid, and increasingly scarce, of goods: water. Yet his heart remains set on something else, on the
pretty girl whose star rises along with his, their paths crossing and recrossing, a lifelong affair sparked and
snuffed and sparked again by the forces that careen their fates along. How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia
is a striking slice of contemporary life at a time of crushing upheaval. Romantic without being sentimental,
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political without being didactic, and spiritual without being religious, it brings an unflinching gaze to the
violence and hope it depicts. And it creates two unforgettable characters who find moments of transcendent
intimacy in the midst of shattering change.
Good Behaviour - Molly Keane 2021-05-18
This Booker Prize-short listed dark satire of 20th-century Irish society is back in print. Is it possible to kill
with kindness? As Molly Keane’s Booker Prize–short-listed dark comedy suggests, not only can kindness be
deadly, it just may be the best form of revenge. The novel opens as Aroon St. Charles prepares to serve her
invalid mother a splendid luncheon—the silver gleams, the linens glow—of rabbit mousse, a dish her mother
despises. In fact, a single whiff of the stuff is enough to knock the old lady dead. “All my life so far I have
done everything for the best reasons and the most unselfish motives,” says Aroon soon after. In the pages
that follow she will make her case, reminiscing about her youth among the hunting-and-fishing classes of
Ireland, a faded aristocracy dedicated to distraction even as their fortunes dwindle. Keane’s brilliant sleight
of hand is to allow her blinkered heroine to narrate her own development from neglected child, to ungainly
debutante, to bitter spinster: Aroon understands nothing, yet she reveals all.
Storying Relationships - Richard Phillips 2021-03-25
Storying Relationships explores the sexual lives of young British Muslims in their own words and through
their own stories. It finds engaging and surprising stories in a variety of settings: when young people are
chatting with their friends; conversing more formally within families and communities; scribbling in their
diaries; and writing blogs, poems and books to share or publish. These stories challenge stereotypes about
Muslims, who are frequently portrayed as unhappy in love and sexually different. The young people who
emerge in this book, contradicting racist and Islamophobic stereotypes, are assertive and creative, finding
and making their own ways in matters of the body and the heart. Their stories – about single life, meeting
and dating, pressure and expectations, sex, love, marriage and dreams – are at once specific to the young
British Muslims who tell them, and resonant reflections of human experience.
Exit West - Mohsin Hamid 2017-03-07
FINALIST FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE & WINNER OF THE L.A. TIMES BOOK PRIZE FOR FICTION and THE
ASPEN WORDS LITERARY PRIZE “It was as if Hamid knew what was going to happen to America and the
world, and gave us a road map to our future… At once terrifying and … oddly hopeful.” —Ayelet Waldman,
The New York Times Book Review “Moving, audacious, and indelibly human.” —Entertainment Weekly, “A”
rating The New York Times bestselling novel: an astonishingly visionary love story that imagines the forces
that drive ordinary people from their homes into the uncertain embrace of new lands, from the author of
The Reluctant Fundamentalist and the forthcoming The Last White Man. In a country teetering on the brink
of civil war, two young people meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed.
They embark on a furtive love affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling
their city. When it explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they
begin to hear whispers about doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a price. As
the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland
and their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . . . Exit West follows these remarkable
characters as they emerge into an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold on to each other, to their
past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly intimate and powerfully inventive, it tells an
unforgettable story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our time and for all time.
Exit West - Mohsin Hamid 2018-01-29
In a city swollen by refugees and bubbling with civil unrest, two young people fall in love. Their homeland is
on the brink of war. One day soon they must leave it behind- striking out into the unknown, searching for
some corner of the world that might be safe. Exit West is an extraordinary, sweeping journey, reaching far
across the globe and deep into the human heart. In a world of upheaval and fear, how can we hold onto our
humanity? In a world of closed borders, what happens when a door is opened? Mohsin Hamid's novel blazes
triumphantly in the darkness, singing from the eye of the storm.
The Mermaid of Black Conch - Monique Roffey 2022-07-12
WINNER OF THE COSTA BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD • This enchanting tale of a cursed mythical
creature and the lonely fisherman who falls in love with her is "a daring, mesmerizing novel … singleexit-west-shortlisted-for-the-man-er-prize-201

handedly bringing magic realism up-to-date (Maggie O’Farrell, best-selling author of Hamnet). In 1976,
David is fishing off the island of Black Conch when he comes upon a creature he doesn’t expect: a mermaid
by the name of Aycayia. Once a beautiful young woman, she was cursed by jealous wives to live in this form
for the rest of her days. But after the mermaid is caught by American tourists, David rescues and hides her
away in his home, finding that, once out of the water, she begins to transform back into a woman. Now
David must work to win Aycayia's trust while she relearns what it is to be human, navigating not only her
new body but also her relationship with others on the island—a difficult task after centuries of loneliness.
As David and Aycayia grow to love each other, they juggle both the joys and the dangers of life on shore.
But a lingering question remains: Will the former mermaid be able to escape her curse? Taking on many
points of view, this mythical adventure tells the story of one woman’s return to land, her healing, and her
survival.
History of Wolves - Emily Fridlund 2017-01-03
“So delicately calibrated and precisely beautiful that one might not immediately sense the sledgehammer of
pain building inside this book. And I mean that in the best way. What powerful tension and depth this
provides!”—Aimee Bender Fourteen-year-old Linda lives with her parents in the beautiful, austere woods of
northern Minnesota, where their nearly abandoned commune stands as a last vestige of a lost counterculture world. Isolated at home and an outlander at school, Linda is drawn to the enigmatic, attractive Lily
and new history teacher Mr. Grierson. When Mr. Grierson is charged with possessing child pornography,
the implications of his arrest deeply affect Linda as she wrestles with her own fledgling desires and craving
to belong. And then the young Gardner family moves in across the lake and Linda finds herself welcomed
into their home as a babysitter for their little boy, Paul. It seems that her life finally has purpose but with
this new sense of belonging she is also drawn into secrets she doesn’t understand. Over the course of a few
days, Linda makes a set of choices that reverberate throughout her life. As she struggles to find a way out
of the sequestered world into which she was born, Linda confronts the life-and-death consequences of the
things people do—and fail to do—for the people they love. Winner of the McGinnis-Ritchie award for its first
chapter, Emily Fridlund’s propulsive and gorgeously written History of Wolves introduces a new writer of
enormous range and talent.
Hot Stew - Fiona Mozley 2021-04-20
FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST ELMET “Stunningly clever . . . A deliciously spicy
stew indeed.” —Entertainment Weekly “A story about money and power, love and art, sex work and
gentrification . . . Enjoyable and impressive on every page.” —USA Today In the middle of the bustle of
London’s Soho, among the theaters and sex shops and pubs, there sits a building. It isn’t particularly
assuming, but its location is prime, and Agatha Howard, a millionaire with a fortune of mysterious
provenance, has decided it’s the perfect spot to put up luxury condos. First, though, she has to kick out all
the tenants. And Precious and Tabitha, two of the women who live and work in a brothel housed in the
building, are determined not to go quietly. A colorful assortment of other characters also find themselves
caught up in the fate of this property: Robert, a one-time member of a far-right group and enforcer for
Agatha’s father; Bastian, a rich and dissatisfied party boy who pines for an ex-girlfriend; Jackie, a
policewoman intent on making London a safer place for all women; and Cheryl, one of the many homeless
people who occupy the basement. As their lives converge, surprising hidden connections are revealed,
shadowy pasts are uncovered, and the fight over the property boils over into a hot stew. Entertaining,
sharply funny, and dazzlingly accomplished, Hot Stew confronts questions about wealth and inheritance,
gender and power, and the things women must do to survive in an unjust world.
Autumn - Ali Smith 2017-02-07
MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST • The first novel in Ali Smith’s Seasonal Quartet is an unforgettable story
about aging and time and love—and stories themselves. Autumn. Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.
Two old friends—Daniel, a centenarian, and Elisabeth, born in 1984—look to both the future and the past as
the United Kingdom stands divided by a historic, once-in-a-generation summer. Love is won, love is lost.
Hope is hand-in-hand with hopelessness. The seasons roll round, as ever. A luminous meditation on the
meaning of richness and harvest and worth, Autumn is the first installment of Ali Smith’s Seasonal Quartet,
and it casts an eye over our own time: Who are we? What are we made of? Shakespearean jeu d’esprit,
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Istanbul Istanbul - Burhan Sönmez 2016-05-05
“Istanbul, Istanbul turns on the tension between the confines of a prison cell and the vastness of the
imagination; between the vulnerable borders of the body and the unassailable depths of the mind. This is a
harrowing, riveting novel, as unforgettable as it is inescapable.” —Dale Peck, author of Visions and
Revisions “A wrenching love poem to Istanbul told between torture sessions by four prisoners in their cell
beneath the city. An ode to pain in which Dostoevsky meets The Decameron.” —John Ralston Saul, author of
On Equilibrium; former president, PEN International “Istanbul is a city of a million cells, and every cell is
an Istanbul unto itself.” Below the ancient streets of Istanbul, four prisoners—Demirtay the student, the
doctor, Kamo the barber, and Uncle Küheylan—sit, awaiting their turn at the hands of their wardens. When
they are not subject to unimaginable violence, the condemned tell one another stories about the city,
shaded with love and humor, to pass the time. Quiet laughter is the prisoners’ balm, delivered through
parables and riddles. Gradually, the underground narrative turns into a narrative of the above-ground.
Initially centered around people, the book comes to focus on the city itself. And we discover there is as
much suffering and hope in the Istanbul above ground as there is in the cells underground. Despite its
apparently bleak setting, this novel—translated into seventeen languages—is about creation, compassion,
and the ultimate triumph of the imagination.
Six Stories and an Essay - Andrea Levy 2014-10-23
Andrea Levy, author of the Man Booker shortlisted novel THE LONG SONG and the prize-winning, millioncopy bestseller SMALL ISLAND, draws together a remarkable collection of short stories from across her
writing career, which began twenty years ago with the publication of her first novel, the semiautobiographical EVERY LIGHT IN THE HOUSE BURNIN'. 'None of my books is just about race,' Levy has
said.'They're about people and history.' Her novels have triumphantly given voice to the people and stories
that might have slipped through the cracks in history. From Jamaican slave society in the nineteenth
century, through post-war immigration into Britain, to the children of migrants growing up in '60s London,
her books are acclaimed for skilful storytelling and vivid characters. And her unique voice, unflinching but
filled with humour, compassion and wisdom, has made her one of the most significant and exciting
contemporary authors. This collection opens with an essay about how writing has helped Andrea Levy to
explore and understand her heritage. She explains the context of each piece within the chronology of her
career and finishes with a new story, written to mark the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War in
1914. As with her novels, these stories are at once moving and honest, deft and humane, filled with insight,
anger at injustice and her trademark lightness of touch.
Elmet - Fiona Mozley 2017-07-27
SHORTLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2017 AND THE PFD/SUNDAY TIMES YOUNG WRITER OF
THE YEAR AWARD WINNER OF A SOMERSET MAUGHAM AWARD AND THE POLARI PRIZE 'A quiet
explosion of a book, exquisite and unforgettable' The Economist 'A cleverly constructed rural Gothic fable . .
. Elmet is a marvellous achievement' TLS 'Pastoral idyll, political exposé, cosy family saga and horror tale, it
reads like a traditional children's story that turns into a gangster film: Hansel and Gretel meets The
Godfather' Sunday Times Daniel is heading north. He is looking for someone. The simplicity of his early life
with Daddy and Cathy has turned menacing and fearful. They lived apart in the house that Daddy built for
them in the woods with his bare hands. They foraged and hunted. Cathy was more like their father: fierce
and full of simmering anger. Daniel was more like their mother: gentle and kind. Sometimes, their father
disappeared, and would return with a rage in his eyes. But when he was at home, he was at peace. He told
them that the little copse in Elmet was theirs alone. But that wasn't true. Local men, greedy and watchful,
began to circle like vultures. All the while, the terrible violence in Daddy grew. Brutal and beautiful in equal
measure, Elmet is a compelling portrayal of a family living on the fringes of contemporary society, as well
as a gripping exploration of the disturbing actions people are capable of when pushed to their limits.
Moth Smoke - Mohsin Hamid 2001-02-03
Clever but troubled, Daru loses his job as a banker in Lahore and spirals down into drug addiction and
dealing, where he encounters Mumtaz, the wife of a rival and a journalist who also haunts the means
streets. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

Keatsian melancholy, the sheer bright energy of 1960s pop art. Autumn is wide-ranging in time-scale and
light-footed through histories.
Collective Wisdom - Grace Bonney 2021-10-26
In the much-anticipated follow-up to the bestselling In the Company of Women, Grace Bonney turns to older
women in a celebration of intergenerational bonds between women, and the role those bonds play in
sharing vital knowledge, stories, power, and history through generations.
Moth Smoke - Mohsin Hamid 2012-12-04
The debut novel from the internationally bestselling author of Exit West and The Reluctant Fundamentalist,
both shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize Moth Smoke, Mohsin Hamid’s deftly conceived first novel,
immediately marked him as an uncommonly gifted and ambitious young literary talent to watch when it was
published in 2000. It tells the story of Daru Shezad, who, fired from his banking job in Lahore, begins a
decline that plummets the length of Hamid’s sharply drawn, subversive tale. Fast-paced and unexpected,
Moth Smoke was ahead of its time in portraying a contemporary Pakistan far more vivid and complex than
the exoticized images of South Asia then familiar to the West. It established Mohsin Hamid as an
internationally important writer of substance and imagination and the premier Pakistani author of our time,
a promise he has amply fulfilled with each successive book. This debut novel, meanwhile, remains as
compelling and deeply relevant to the moment as when it appeared more than a decade ago.
The Last White Man - Mohsin Hamid 2023-08-10
Exit West by Mohsin Hamid (Book Analysis) - Bright Summaries 2019-04-08
Unlock the more straightforward side of Exit West with this concise and insightful summary and analysis!
This engaging summary presents an analysis of Exit West by Mohsin Hamid, which imagines a world where
doors can instantly transport people across the globe. The novel focuses on Saeed and Nadia, who are
fleeing civil war in their native country and use the doors to travel to new countries, where the inhabitants’
responses range from violent nativist riots to official clampdowns to acceptance and integration. Mohsin
Hamid is a Pakistani writer and brand consultant. He is known in particular for his novels The Reluctant
Fundamentalist, which was shortlisted for the 2007 Man Booker Prize, and Exit West, which was shortlisted
for the 2017 Man Booker Prize and was named one of the New York Times’ 10 Best Books of 2017. Find out
everything you need to know about Exit West in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: •A complete plot summary •Character studies •Key themes and symbols
•Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format,
our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no
time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
Bedrock Faith - Eric Charles May 2014-02-10
An ex-convict returns to his Chicago community a changed man—but maybe not for the better—in this
“vivid, suspenseful, funny, and compassionate novel” (Booklist). One of Booklist’s Top 10 First Novels of the
Year One of Roxane Gay’s Top 10 Books of the Year After fourteen years in prison, Gerald “Stew Pot”
Reeves, age thirty-one, returns home to live with his mom in Parkland, a black middle-class neighborhood
on Chicago’s South Side. The residents are in a tailspin, dreading the arrival of the man they remember as
a frightening delinquent. The anxiety only grows when Stew Pot announces that he experienced a religious
awakening in prison. Most folks are skeptical, with one notable exception: Mrs. Motley, a widowed retired
librarian and the Reeves’ next-door neighbor, who loans Stew Pot a Bible, which is seen by him and many in
the community as a friendly gesture. With uncompromising fervor (and with a new pit bull named John the
Baptist), Stew Pot soon appoints himself the moral judge of Parkland—and starts wreaking havoc on
people’s lives. Before long, tension and suspicion reign, and this close-knit community must reckon with
questions of faith, fear, and forgiveness . . . “[A] novel of epiphanies, tragedies, and transformations . . .
perfect for book clubs.” —Booklist, starred review “May slowly builds suspense as he persuasively unfolds
the narrative in this work that reads like an Agatha Christie mystery.” —Library Journal “A wonderful urban
novel full of vitality and pathos and grit.” —Dennis Lehane
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