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History as Literature in Byzantium - Ruth
Macrides 2016-12-05
Although perceived since the sixteenth century
as the most impressive literary achievement of
Byzantine culture, historical writing
nevertheless remains little studied as literature.
Historical texts are still read first and foremost
for nuggets of information, as main sources for
the reconstruction of the events of Byzantine
history. Whatever can be called literary in these
works has been considered as external and
detachable from the facts. The 'classical
tradition' inherited by Byzantine writers, the
features that Byzantine authors imitated and
absorbed, are regarded as standing in the way of
understanding the true meaning of the text and,
furthermore, of contaminating the reliability of
the history. Chronicles, whose language and
style are anything but classicizing, have been
held in low esteem, for they are seen as
providing a mere chronological exposition of
events. This book presents a set of articles by an
international cast of contributors, deriving from
papers delivered at the 40th annual Spring
Symposium of Byzantine Studies. They are
concerned with historical and visual narratives
that date from the sixth to the fourteenth
century, and aim to show that literary analyses
and the study of pictorial devices, far from being
tangential to the study of historical texts, are
preliminary to their further study, exposing the
deeper structures and purposes of these texts.
Three Political Voices from the Age of Justinian Agapetus (diacono.) 2009-01-01
This one-volume translation, with commentary
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and introduction brings together three important
works. All three texts cast great, if generally
neglected light on politics and ideology in early
Byzantium. Agapetus wrote, c. 527-30CE, from a
position sympathetic to Justinian, when he had
still to consolidate his authority. He sets out
what an emperor must do to acquire legitimacy,
in terms of government's being the imitation of
God. Read in context, his work is much more
than a list of pious commonplaces. The Dialogue,
written anonymously towards the end the same
reign, comprises fragments from Books 4-5 of a
philosophically sophisticated (lost) longer work,
setting out requirements for the ideal polity,
based on a similar concept of imperial rule, with
extensive comment on matters of current
political salience but from an implicitly hostile
standpoint. Not only does the text reflect the
nature of Neoplatonic political philosophy but it
also penetrates with its ideas deep into the inner
realities of the time, into the political problems
of Constantinople during the first half of the
sixth century. The third text was written by Paul
the Silentiary to mark the rededication of the
basilica Hagia Sophia, built thirty years earlier
under the orders of Emperor Justinian I.
Together the translations provide an important
insight into the early Byzantine period.
War and Warfare in Late Antiquity (2 vols.) 2013-08-19
This collection of papers, arising from the Late
Antique Archaeology conference series, explores
war and warfare in Late Antiquity. Papers
examine strategy and intelligence, weaponry,
literary sources and topography, the West
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Roman Empire, the East Roman Empire, the
Balkans, civil war and Italy.
Theodosius and the Limits of Empire - Mark
Hebblewhite 2020-03-31
The emperor Theodosius I (AD 379–395) was one
of the most remarkable figures of the late
antique period. In the face of religious schism,
political turmoil, and barbarian threats he
managed to maintain imperial power and forge a
political dynasty that would dominate both east
and west for over half a century. This study, the
first English language biography in over twenty
years, traces his rise to power and tumultuous
reign, and examines his indelible impact on a
rapidly changing empire.
Julian's Gods - Rowland B. E. Smith 2013-04-15
Julian's brief reign (360-363 AD) had a profound
impact on his contemporaries, as he worked
fervently for a pagan restoration in the Roman
Empire, which was rapidly becoming Christian.
Julian's Gods focuses on the cultural mentality of
`the last pagan Emperor' by examining a wide
variety of his own writings. The surviving
speeches and treatises, satires and letters offer
a rare insight into the personal attitudes and
motivations of a remarkable Emperor. They
show Julian as a highly educated man, an avid
student of Greek philosophy, and a talented
author in his own right. This elegant and closelyargued study will deepen understanding not only
of Julian, but of the context of fourth century
Neoplatonism.
Historiography - Ernst Breisach 2008-09-15
In this pioneering work, Ernst Breisach presents
an effective, well-organized, and concise account
of the development of historiography in Western
culture. Neither a handbook nor an
encyclopedia, this up-to-date third edition
narrates and interprets the development of
historiography from its origins in Greek poetry
to the present, with compelling sections on
postmodernism, deconstructionism, AfricanAmerican history, women’s history, microhistory,
the Historikerstreit, cultural history, and more.
The definitive look at the writing of history by a
historian, Historiography provides key insights
into some of the most important issues, debates
and innovations in modern historiography.
Praise for the first edition: “Breisach’s
comprehensive coverage of the subject and his
clear presentation of the issues and the
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complexity of an evolving discipline easily make
his work the best of its kind.”—Lester D.
Stephens, American Historical Review
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late
Antiquity - Nicola Di Cosmo 2018-04-26
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late
Antiquity offers an integrated picture of Rome,
China, Iran, and the Steppes during a formative
period of world history. In the half millennium
between 250 and 750 CE, settled empires
underwent deep structural changes, while
various nomadic peoples of the steppes (Huns,
Avars, Turks, and others) experienced significant
interactions and movements that changed their
societies, cultures, and economies. This was a
transformational era, a time when Roman,
Persian, and Chinese monarchs were mutually
aware of court practices, and when Christians
and Buddhists criss-crossed the Eurasian lands
together with merchants and armies. It was a
time of greater circulation of ideas as well as
material goods. This volume provides a
conceptual frame for locating these
developments in the same space and time.
Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the
interconnections and networks that tied
countless local cultural expressions to farreaching inter-regional ones.
Battles and Generals: Combat, Culture, and
Didacticism in Procopius’ Wars - Conor
Whately 2016-03-17
Battles and Generals offers an analysis of
Procopius’ descriptions of combat that
emphasizes Procopius’ didactic aims, the
specificity of Procopius’ accounts, and the role of
Procopius’ audience in shaping his approach to
warfare.
Roman Emperors in Context - Brian Croke
2021-05-26
Roman Emperors in Context: Theodosius to
Justinian brings together ten articles by
renowned historian Brian Croke. Written
separately and over a period of fifteen years, the
revised and updated chapters in this volume
provide a coherent and substantial story of the
change and development in imperial government
at the eastern capital of Constantinople between
the reigns of Theodosius I (379-95) and Justinian
(527-65). Bookended by chapters on the city
itself, this book is based on a conviction that the
legal and administrative decisions of emperors
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have an impact on the whole of the political
realm. The fifth century, which forms the core of
this book, is shown to be essentially Roman in
that the significance of aristocracy and dynasty
still formed the basic framework for political
advancement and the conduct/conflict of
political power around a Roman imperial court
from one generation to the next. Also
highlighted is how power at court was mediated
through military generals, including major
regional commanders in the Balkans and the
East, bishops and bureaucrats. Finally, the book
demonstrates how the prolonged absence of
male heirs during this period allowed the sisters,
daughters, mothers and wives of Roman
emperors to become more important and more
central to imperial government. This book is
essential reading for scholars and students of
Roman and Byzantine history, as well as those
interested in political and legal history.
(CS1100)
Barbarians Within the Gates of Rome Thomas S. Burns 1994
Barbarians serving in the Roman army, like all
other Roman soldiers, faced difficult choices as
political events buffeted their leaders and
threatened their livelihoods. Honorius, Stilicho,
Alaric, Galla Placidia, Constantius III and
usurpers like Constantine III and Attalus left
their imprints upon these years - coloring the
fabric of political and spiritual life as much as
they affected military affairs.
AD410 - Sam Moorhead 2010
Engaging account of the Barbarian sack of
Rome.
Thought, Culture, and Historiography in
Christian Egypt, 284-641 AD - Tarek M.
Muhammad 2021-03-01
This book contains 15 papers which were
presented by specialists from Europe and Egypt
at two conferences held at Ain Shams University,
Egypt, in 2014 and 2015. Eight of the articles
deal with the history of Late Antique Egypt in its
manifold aspects, from monasticism and Coptic
manuscripts, to the organization of the Arab
conquest. The other seven contributions provide
new writings from that historical period
published here for the first time, or give new
readings of texts earlier known as inscriptions,
papyri and ostraca, and offer a close-up look at
the historical setting outlined in the first part of
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this book.
Empire to Commonwealth - Garth Fowden
2020-09-01
In this bold approach to late antiquity, Garth
Fowden shows how, from the second-century
peak of Rome's prosperity to the ninth-century
onset of the Islamic Empire's decline, powerful
beliefs in One God were used to justify and
strengthen "world empires." But tensions
between orthodoxy and heresy that were
inherent in monotheism broke the unitary
empires of Byzantium and Baghdad into the
looser, more pluralistic commonwealths of
Eastern Christendom and Islam. With rare
breadth of vision, Fowden traces this transition
from empire to commonwealth, and in the
process exposes the sources of major cultural
contours that still play a determining role in
Europe and southwest Asia.
New Rome - Paul Stephenson 2022-02-22
A comprehensive new history of the Eastern
Roman Empire based on the science of the
human past. As modern empires rise and fall,
ancient Rome becomes ever more significant.
We yearn for Rome’s power but fear Rome’s
ruin—will we turn out like the Romans, we
wonder, or can we escape their fate? That
question has obsessed centuries of historians
and leaders, who have explored diverse political,
religious, and economic forces to explain Roman
decline. Yet the decisive factor remains elusive.
In New Rome, Paul Stephenson looks beyond
traditional texts and well-known artifacts to offer
a novel, scientifically minded interpretation of
antiquity’s end. It turns out that the descent of
Rome is inscribed not only in parchments but
also in ice cores and DNA. From these and other
sources, we learn that pollution and pandemics
influenced the fate of Constantinople and the
Eastern Roman Empire. During its final five
centuries, the empire in the east survived
devastation by natural disasters, the degradation
of the human environment, and pathogens
previously unknown to the empire’s densely
populated, unsanitary cities. Despite the Plague
of Justinian, regular “barbarian” invasions, a war
with Persia, and the rise of Islam, the empire
endured as a political entity. However, GrecoRoman civilization, a world of interconnected
cities that had shared a common material
culture for a millennium, did not. Politics, war,
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and religious strife drove the transformation of
Eastern Rome, but they do not tell the whole
story. Braiding the political history of the empire
together with its urban, material, environmental,
and epidemiological history, New Rome offers
the most comprehensive explanation to date of
the Eastern Empire’s transformation into
Byzantium.
Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire Averil Cameron 1991
Many reasons can be given for the rise of
Christianity in late antiquity and its flourishing
in the medieval world. In asking how Christianity
succeeded in becoming the dominant ideology in
the unpromising circumstances of the Roman
Empire, Averil Cameron turns to the
development of Christian discourse over the first
to sixth centuries A.D., investigating the
discourse's essential characteristics, its effects
on existing forms of communication, and its
eventual preeminence. Scholars of late antiquity
and general readers interested in this crucial
historical period will be intrigued by her
exploration of these influential changes in modes
of communication. The emphasis that Christians
placed on language—writing, talking, and
preaching—made possible the formation of a
powerful and indeed a totalizing discourse,
argues the author. Christian discourse was
sufficiently flexible to be used as a public and
political instrument, yet at the same time to be
used to express private feelings and emotion.
Embracing the two opposing poles of logic and
mystery, it contributed powerfully to the gradual
acceptance of Christianity and the faith's
transformation from the enthusiasm of a small
sect to an institutionalized world religion.
History and Nature in the Enlightenment Nathaniel Wolloch 2016-04-22
The mastery of nature was viewed by
eighteenth-century historians as an important
measure of the progress of civilization. Modern
scholarship has hitherto taken insufficient notice
of this important idea. This book discusses the
topic in connection with the mainstream
religious, political, and philosophical elements of
Enlightenment culture. It considers works by
Edward Gibbon, Voltaire, Herder, Vico, Raynal,
Hume, Adam Smith, William Robertson, and a
wide range of lesser- and better-known figures.
It also discusses many classical, medieval, and
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early modern sources which influenced
Enlightenment historiography, as well as
eighteenth-century attitudes toward nature in
general.
Count Marcellinus and His Chronicle - Brian
Croke 2001
"Croke also casts new light on the career of
Marcellinus, his range of literary output, which
included books on topography and chronology,
and the course and impact of the fifth- and sixthcentury raids into Roman Illyricum. This book
also enriches our understanding of society and
politics in the imperial capital and raises
broader questions about Christian life, liturgy,
and culture in the sixth century, particularly the
role of imperial and religious ceremonial in
Byzantine public life."--BOOK JACKET.
Religious Education in Pre-Modern Europe Ilinca Tanaseanu-Döbler 2012-09-28
Although religious education is a crucial topic in
present-day History of Religions, its study
focuses on contemporary phenomena and is still
undertheorised. The present volume proposes a
comprehensive theoretical framework based on
interdisciplinary case studies of religious
education in pre-modern Europe.
Ethnicity and Culture in Late Antiquity Geoffrey Greatrex 2000-12-31
The period AD 300-600 saw huge changes. The
Graeco-Roman city-state was first transformed
then eclipsed. Much of the Roman Empire broke
up and was reconfigured. New barbarian
kingdoms emerged in the Roman West. Above
all, religious culture moved from polytheistic to
monotheistic. Here, twenty papers by
international scholars explore how group
identities were established against this shifting
background. Separate sections treat the Latinspeaking West, the Greek East, and the age of
Justinian. Themes include religious conversion,
Roman law in the barbarian West, problems of
Jewish identity, and what in Late Antiquity it
meant to be Roman.
Alaric the Goth: An Outsider's History of the Fall
of Rome - Douglas Boin 2020-06-09
Denied citizenship by the Roman Empire, a
soldier named Alaric changed history by
unleashing a surprise attack on the capital city
of an unjust empire. Stigmatized and relegated
to the margins of Roman society, the Goths were
violent “barbarians” who destroyed
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“civilization,” at least in the conventional story
of Rome’s collapse. But a slight shift of
perspective brings their history, and ours,
shockingly alive. Alaric grew up near the river
border that separated Gothic territory from
Roman. He survived a border policy that
separated migrant children from their parents,
and he was denied benefits he likely expected
from military service. Romans were deeply
conflicted over who should enjoy the privileges
of citizenship. They wanted to buttress their
global power, but were insecure about Roman
identity; they depended on foreign goods, but
scoffed at and denied foreigners their own
voices and humanity. In stark contrast to the
rising bigotry, intolerance, and zealotry among
Romans during Alaric’s lifetime, the Goths, as
practicing Christians, valued religious pluralism
and tolerance. The marginalized Goths, marked
by history as frightening harbingers of
destruction and of the Dark Ages, preserved
virtues of the ancient world that we take for
granted. The three nights of riots Alaric and the
Goths brought to the capital struck fear into the
hearts of the powerful, but the riots were not
without cause. Combining vivid storytelling and
historical analysis, Douglas Boin reveals the
Goths’ complex and fascinating legacy in
shaping our world.
The Chronicle of Marcellinus - 1995-01-01
Empires of Faith - Peter Sarris 2011-10-27
A panoramic account of the history of Europe,
the Mediterranean, and the Near East from the
fall of Rome to the rise of Islam.
Framing the Early Middle Ages - Chris
Wickham 2006-11-30
The Roman empire tends to be seen as a whole
whereas the early middle ages tends to be seen
as a collection of regional histories, roughly
corresponding to the land-areas of modern
nation states. As a result, early medieval history
is much more fragmented, and there have been
few convincing syntheses of socio-economic
change in the post-Roman world since the
1930s. In recent decades, the rise of early
medieval archaeology has also transformed our
source-base, but this has not been adequately
integrated into analyses of documentary history
in almost any country. In Framing the Early
Middle Ages Chris Wickham combines
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documentary and archaeological evidence to
create a comparative history of the period
400-800. His analysis embraces each of the
regions of the late Roman and immediately postRoman world, from Denmark to Egypt. The book
concentrates on classic socio-economic themes,
state finance, the wealth and identity of the
aristocracy, estate management, peasant
society, rural settlement, cities, and exchange.
These give only a partial picture of the period,
but they frame and explain other developments.
Earlier syntheses have taken the development of
a single region as 'typical', with divergent
developments presented as exceptions. This
book takes all different developments as typical,
and aims to construct a synthesis based on a
better understanding of difference and the
reasons for it.
Rome, Persia, and Arabia - Greg Fisher
2019-12-18
Rome, Persia, and Arabia traces the enormous
impact that the Great Powers of antiquity
exerted on Arabia and the Arabs, between the
arrival of Roman forces in the Middle East in 63
BC and the death of the Prophet Muhammad in
AD 632. Richly illustrated and covering a vast
area from the fertile lands of South Arabia to the
bleak deserts of Iraq and Syria, this book
provides a detailed and captivating narrative of
the way that the empires of antiquity affected
the politics, culture, and religion of the Arabs. It
examines Rome’s first tentative contacts in the
Syrian steppe and the controversial mission of
Aelius Gallus to Yemen, and takes in the city
states, kingdoms, and tribes caught up in the
struggle for supremacy between Rome and
Persia, including the city state of Hatra, one of
the many archaeological sites in the Middle East
that have suffered deliberate vandalism at the
hands of the ‘Islamic State’. The development of
an Arab Christianity spanning the Middle East,
the emergence of Arab fiefdoms at the edges of
imperial power, and the crucial appearance of
strong Arab leadership in the century before
Islam provide a clear picture of the importance
of pre-Islamic Arabia and the Arabs to
understanding world and regional history. Rome,
Persia, and Arabia includes discussions of
heritage destruction in the Middle East, the
emergence of Islam, and modern research into
the anthropology of ancient tribal societies and
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their relationship with the states around them.
This comprehensive and wide-ranging book
delivers an authoritative chronicle of a crucial
but little known era in world history, and is for
any reader with an interest in the ancient Middle
East, Arabia, and the Roman and Persian
empires.
History, Frankish Identity and the Framing
of Western Ethnicity, 550–850 - Helmut
Reimitz 2015-08-06
This pioneering study explores early medieval
Frankish identity as a window into the formation
of a distinct Western conception of ethnicity.
Focusing on the turbulent and varied history of
Frankish identity in Merovingian and
Carolingian historiography, it offers a new basis
for comparing the history of collective and
ethnic identity in the Christian West with other
contexts, especially the Islamic and Byzantine
worlds. The tremendous political success of the
Frankish kingdoms provided the medieval West
with fundamental political, religious and social
structures, including a change from the Roman
perspective on ethnicity as the quality of the
'Other' to the Carolingian perception that a
variety of Christian peoples were chosen by God
to reign over the former Roman provinces.
Interpreting identity as an open-ended process,
Helmut Reimitz explores the role of Frankish
identity in the multiple efforts through which
societies tried to find order in the rapidly
changing post-Roman world.
Defending Rome: The Masters of the Soldiers Julian Reynolds 2011-06-25
For its last eighty years, the Western Roman
Empire was ruled by emperors who were unable
to provide the leadership demanded by the crisis
the Empire faced throughout this period. Power
was exercised instead by the commanders of the
Western armies, the magisteri militum or
Masters of the Soldiers, four of whom stood out
– Stilicho, Constantius, Aetius and Ricimer.
Challenged by barbarian invasions, constantly
diminishing resources, and indifference and
sometimes hostility from the imperial court, the
Senate and the Roman people, these men
prolonged the existence of the Empire in the
West beyond what would otherwise have been
its natural span. This book tells the story of the
collapse of the Western Empire, as seen through
the lives of these individuals, a collapse that
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ended more than political and military
structures, that encompassed the end of an
ancient pagan culture and the inception of the
age of Christianity.
Between Empires - Greg Fisher 2011-04-14
An examination of the complex interrelationships between the Roman and Sasanid
Empires, and some of their Arab allies and
neighbours, during the last century before the
emergence of Islam. Greg Fisher stresses the
importance of a Near East dominated by Rome
and Iran for the formation of early concepts of
Arab identity.
Gaining and Losing Imperial Favour in Late
Antiquity - Kamil Cyprian Choda 2019-10-07
The volume Gaining and Losing Imperial Favour
in Late Antiquity studies fundamental dynamics
of the political culture of the Later Roman
Empire (4th and 5th centuries A.D.) by
examining how people rose in and fell from the
emperor’s favour.
Memory, Humanity, and Meaning - Mihail
Neamțu 2009-01-01
Justinian II - Peter Crawford 2021-11-30
Justinian II became Roman emperor at a time
when the Empire was beset by external enemies.
His forces gained success against the Arabs and
Bulgars but his religious and social policies
fuelled internal opposition which resulted in him
being deposed and mutilated (his nose was cut
off) in 695. After a decade in exile, during which
he strangled two would-be assassins with his
bare hands, he regained power through a coup
detat with the backing of the erstwhile Bulgar
enemy (an alliance sealed by the marriage of his
daughter, Anastasia). His second reign was
seemingly harsher and again beset by both
external and internal threats and dissension over
doctrinal matters. An energetic and active ruler,
his reign saw developments in various areas,
including numismatics, administration, finance
and architecture, but he was deposed a second
time in 711 and beheaded. Drawing on all the
available evidence and the most recent research,
Peter Crawford makes a long-overdue reassessment of Justinians colorful but troubled
career and asks if he fully deserves his poor
reputation.
Byzantium and the Arabs in the Fifth Century Irfan Shahîd 1989
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The Lost History of Peter the Patrician - Thomas
M. Banchich 2015-05-15
The Lost History of Peter the Patrician is an
annotated translation from the Greek of the
fragments of Peter’s History, including
additional fragments which are now more often
considered the work of the Roman historian
Cassius Dio's so-called Anonymous Continuer.
Banchich’s annotation helps clarify the
relationship of Peter's work to that of Cassius
Dio. Focusing on the historical and
historiographical rather than philological, he
provides a strong framework for the
understanding of this increasingly important
source for the third and fourth centuries A.D.
With an introduction on Peter himself - a
distinguished administrator and diplomat at the
court of Justinian – assessing his literary output,
the relationship of the fragments of Peter's
History to the fragments of the Anonymous
Continuer, and the contentious issue of the place
of this evidence within the framework of late
antique historiography, The Lost History of Peter
the Patrician will be an invaluable resource for
those interested in the history of the Roman
world in general and of the third and fourth
centuries A.D. in particular.
Roman Perspectives - John Matthews
2009-12-31
The fifteen papers in this volume discuss issues
of Roman social, cultural and political history
from the foundation of the Principate to the age
of barbarian settlements of the west. Working
imaginatively from within the diverse evidence,
they show the institutional continuity of the
Roman empire between its early and later
periods, and reveal the roots of political
behaviour in social practice. Five of the papers,
including three of the most substantial, are
previously unpublished; others have appeared in
collections which are now difficult to find. The
author has edited the whole to bring out
thematic connections as well as for consistency
of presentation.
Gifts of Clothing in Late Antique Literature Nikki Rollason 2016-07-15
Both clothing and gifts in the ancient world have
separately been the subject of much scholarly
discussion because they were an integral part of
Greek and Roman society and identity, creating
and reinforcing the relationships which kept a
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community together, as well as delineating
status and even symbolising society as a whole.
They have, however, rarely been studied
together despite the prevalence of clothing gifts
in many ancient texts. This book addresses a gap
in scholarship by focusing on gifts of elite male
clothing in late antique literature in order to
show that, when they appeared in texts, these
items were not only functioning in an historical
or 'real-life' sphere but also as a literary space
within which authors could discuss ideas of
social relationships and authority. This book
suggests that authors used items which usually
formed part of the costume of authority of the
period - the trabea of the consul, the chlamys of
the imperial court and the emperor, and the
pallium of the Christian bishops - to 'over-write'
wearers and donors as confident figures of
'official' authority when this may have been open
to doubt.
Old Saint Peter's, Rome - Rosamond McKitterick
2013-11-07
St Peter's Basilica in Rome is arguably the most
important church in Western Christendom, and
is among the most significant buildings
anywhere in the world. However, the church
that is visible today is a youthful upstart, only
four hundred years old compared to the twelvehundred-year-old church whose site it occupies.
A very small proportion of the original is now
extant, entirely covered over by the new basilica,
but enough survives to make reconstruction of
the first St Peter's possible and much new
evidence has been uncovered in the past thirty
years. This is the first full study of the older
church, from its late antique construction to
Renaissance destruction, in its historical context.
An international team of historians, art
historians, archaeologists and liturgists explores
aspects of the basilica's history, from its physical
fabric to the activities that took place within its
walls and its relationship with the city of Rome.
Theory and Practice in Late Antique
Archaeology - Luke A. Lavan 2003
An exploration of theoretical frameworks,
methodology and field practice suited to the late
antique Mediterranean. Broad themes such as
long-term change, topography, the economy and
social life are covered, but in terms of the issues
and problems being tackled by scholars of late
antiquity.
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Roman Emperor Zeno - Peter Crawford
2019-02-28
Peter Crawford examines the life and career of
the fifth-century Roman emperor Zeno and the
various problems he faced before and during his
seventeen-year rule. Despite its length, his reign
has hitherto been somewhat overlooked as being
just a part of that gap between the Theodosian
and Justinianic dynasties of the Eastern Roman
Empire which is comparatively poorly furnished
with historical sources. Reputedly brought in as
a counter-balance to the generals who had
dominated Constantinopolitan politics at the end
of the Theodosian dynasty, the Isaurian Zeno
quickly had to prove himself adept at dealing
with the harsh realities of imperial power.
Zeno's life and reign is littered with conflict and
politicking with various groups - the enmity of
both sides of his family; dealing with the fallout
of the collapse of the Empire of Attila in Europe,
especially the increasingly independent tribal
groups established on the frontiers of, and even
within, imperial territory; the end of the Western
Empire; and the continuing religious strife
within the Roman world. As a result, his reign
was an eventful and significant one that
deserves this long-overdue spotlight.
Ancient Syracuse - Richard Evans 2016-03-22
Syracuse possesses a unique place in the history
of the ancient Mediterranean because of its
contribution to Greek culture and political
thought and practice. Even in the first century
BC Cicero could still declare ’You have often
heard that of all the Greek cities Syracuse is the
greatest and most beautiful.’ Sicily’s strategic
location in the Mediterranean brought the city
prosperity and power, placing it in the first rank
of states in the ancient world. The history and
governance of the city were recorded from the
fifth century BC and the volume of literary
sources comes close to matching the records of
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Athens or Rome. Combining literary and
material evidence this monograph traces the
history of Syracuse, offering new arguments
about the date of the city’s foundation, and
continues through the fifth century when, as a
democracy, Syracuse’s military strength grew to
equal that of Athens or Sparta, surpassing them
in the early fourth century under the tyrant
Dionysius I. From ca. 350 BC, however, the city’s
fortunes declined as the state was wracked with
civil strife as the tyranny lost control. The result
was a collapse so serious that the city faced
complete and imminent destruction.
The Arabs in Antiquity - Jan Retso 2013-07-04
The history of the Arabs in antiquity from their
earliest appearance around 853 BC until the first
century of Islam, is described in this book. It
traces the mention of people called Arabs in all
relevant ancient sources and suggests a new
interpretation of their history. It is suggested
that the ancient Arabs were more a religious
community than an ethnic group, which would
explain why the designation 'Arab' could be
easily adopted by the early Muslim tribes. The
Arabs of antiquity thus resemble the early
Islamic Arabs more than is usually assumed,
both being united by common bonds of religious
ideology and law.
War in Late Antiquity - A. D. Lee 2009-02-09
The first book to focus on the social impact of
warfare and theRoman army in Late Antiquity.
Explores the implications of war and the army in
a broad rangeof areas encompassing politics, the
economy, and social life Pays particular
attention to the experience of war from
theperspective of non-combatants Investigates
the religious dimension of military life and
therole of the army in implementing religious
policy Approaches familiar subjects from new
perspectives, offeringnovel insights into the
many facets of late Roman history
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